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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 



DISCOURSE I. 

« 

THE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is per- 
fect.'' ^IfaK. v. 4iB. 

Two important ielitures of this passage demand 
our special attention. 1. The commandi ^ Be perfect'' 
2. The nature and extent of the command ; ^ even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect" in other words, 
we are here required to be as perfect, as holy, as free 
from all sin, in our sphere as creatures, as God is in 
his as 'our Creator and our Sovereign. 

My design in the present discourse is to answer this 
one question; What %8 perfecHork in holiness^ Ifi an* 
swering this inquiry,.! would remark, that perfection 
in holiness implies a full and perfect discharge of our 
entire duty, of aU existing obligations in respect to 
God and aU other beings. It is perfect obedience to 
the moral law. It is '* loving the Lord our God with 
all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all oiir 
strength, and our neighbor as ourselves." It implies 
the enjtire absence of all selfishness, and the perpetual 
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presence and all-pervading influence of pure and 
perfect love. <' Love is the fulfilling of the law." 

In the Christian, perfection in holiness implies the 
consecration of his whole being to Christ — the sub- 
jection of all his powers and susceptibilities to the 
control of one principle, — "faith on the Son of God." 
,,This is what the moral law demands of him in his 
circumstances. Were the Christian in that state in 
which he should " eat and drink, and do all that he 
does for the glory of God," in which his eye should 
be perfectly single to this one object ; or in which the 
action of all his powers should be controlled by ^th, 
which works by love, he would then, I suppose, have 
attained to a state of entire sanctification- his char- 
acter would be " perfect and entire, wanting nothing." 
Every duty to every being in existence would be dis- 
charged. 

It will readily be perceived, that perfect holiness, 
as above described, does not imply jper/ed toiadom, the 
exclusive attribute of God The Scriptures, speaking 
of the human nature of Christ, affirm, that he " in- 
creased in v\risdom." This surely does not imply that 
his holiness was less perfect at one time than at 
another. So of the Christian. His holiness may be 
perfect in kind, but^TU^ in degree, and in this sense 
imperfect; because his wisdom and knowledge are 
limited, and in this sense imperfect 
^ Holiness, in a creature, may also be perfect, and yet 

progressive — progressive, not in its nature, but in 
degree. To be perfect, it must be progressive in the 
sense last mentioned, if the powers of the subject are 
progressive. He is perfect in holiness, whose love at 
each successive moment corresponds with the extent 
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ITS NATDRfi. 9. 

of his powers. "If there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not" 

Hence I remark, that perfection in holiness does 
not imply, that we now love God with all the strength 
and intensity with which redeemed spirits in heaven 
love him; The depth and intensity of our love de- 
pend, onder all circumstances, upon the vigor and 
.reach of our powers, and the .extent and distinctness 
of pur. vision of divine trutk ^ Here we see through 
a glass darkly ; there fece to fiice." Here our powers 
mre comparativdy weak; 'there they wall be endowed 
with "an immortal a^d tireless vigor.' In each and 
every sphere, perfection in holinesa implies a strength 
and intensity of love correspcmding with the reach 
of our powers and the extent and distinctness of our 
vision of truth in that jpartieular sphere. The child 
is perfect in holiness who perpetually exerdses a 
filial and afifbctiooate obedience to all the divine re- 
quisitions, and loves God with aHl the powers which 
.it possesses as a child. The man is perfect in holi- 
ness who exercises the samd supreme and affectionate 
obedience to all that God requires, and loves him to 
the fiill extent of his knowledge and strength as a 
man. The saint on earth is perfect, when he loves 
with all the strength and intensity rendered practi- 
cable by the extent of his knowledge and reach of his 
powers in his present sphere. The saint in heaven, 
will be fitvored with a seraph's vision^ and a seraph's 
power. To be perfeict there, he must love ajld adore 
with a seraph's vigor,. and bum with a seraph's 6re.' 

To present this subject; in a somewhat more dis- 
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tinct and expanded form, the attention of the reader 
is now invited to a few remarks upon 1 Thes. y. 23L 
"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly: 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" The prayer of the apostle for Chris- 
tians here is, in the language of Dr. Scott, that the 
"very God of peace" "would sanctify them wholly, 
and in respect to their entire nature, as consisting of 
a rational and immortal soul, an animal life, with its 
various sensitive appetites, and a material body; that 
every sense, member, organ, and faculty, might be 
completely purified, and devoted to the service of 
God ; and that thus they might be preserved blameless 
till the coming of Christ" In short, the prayer of 
the apostle is, that all the powers and susceptibilities 
of our being may not only be purified from all that 
is unholy, but wholly sanctified and devoted to Christ, 
and forever preserved in that state. Now, the powers 
and susceptibilities of our nature are all compre- 
hended in the following enumeration : the vnH, the 
intellect, and our mental and physical susceptibiliti^ 
and propensities. The question to which the speffcial 
attention of the reader is invited is this : When are * 
we in a perfectly sanctified and blameless state, in 
respect to the action of all these powers and suscep- 
tibilities ? J 

1. That we be in a perfectly sanctified and blame- 
less state in regard to our wills, implies, that the 
action of all our voluntary powers be in entire con- 
formity to the will of God ; that every choice, every 
preference, and every volition, be controlled by a filial 
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ITS NATURE. 11 

regard to the divine requisitions. The perpetual 
lauguage of the heart must be, " Lord, what wilt thou 
have nfe do ? " 

2. That we " be preserved blameless " ii^ regard to 
our intellect, does not imply that we never think of 
what is eviL If this were so, Christ was not blame- 
less, because he thought of the temptations of Satan. 
Nor could the Christian rep^l what is evil, as he is 
required to do. To repel evil, the evil itself must be J 
before the mind, as an object of thought 



i 




Lstantly suppressed and repelled^' ^^ mi-_^ 
they be constantly employed on the inquiry, what is 
the truth and will of God, and by what means we 
may best meet the demands of the great law of love. 
3. That they be employed in the perpetual contem- 
plation of << whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, what- 
soever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report ; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise," in thinking of these 
things also. . When the intellectual powers are thus 
•employed, they are certainly in a blameless state. 

3. That our feelings and mental susceptibilities be 
preserved blameless, does not imply, that they are, at 
all times and circumstances, in the same intensity of 
excitement, or in the same identical state. This the 
powers and laws of our being forbid. Nor, in that 
case, could we obey the command, "Rejoice with 
those that do rejoice, and weep with those that weep." 
Nor does it imply that no feelings can exist in the 
mind, which, under the circumstances then present, it 
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' 'tfould be improper to indulge* A Cliristiaii, fbr 
? example^ may feel a very' strong desire to speak fbr 
Christ under circumstances wben it would* be im-. 
proper for him to speak. Th^ feeling itself is proper. 
. But we must be guided by Wisdom from- above in 
respect to the question, when and where we are to 
give utterance to our feeling& 

That our feelings and mental susceptibilities be in • 
h blameless state, -does imply, 1. That tibey all be 
^ held in perfect and perpetual subjection to the will 
of God. 3. That they be in perfect and perpetual 
^armony With the truth and will of Qod as appre- 
hended by the intellect, and thus constituting a spot- 
less mirror, through "which there shall be a perfect re- 
flection of whatsoever things are "true," "honest," 
"just," "pure," "loVely," and of "good report" 

4. That our "bodies be preserved blameless^" 
ddes not, of course, imply that they are free j&om 
fatigue, disease, or death. Nor does it imply that no 
y desire be excited through Our • pfa^rsical ' propensities, 
which, imder existing circumstances, it would be 
unlawful to indulge. The feeling of hungei' in 
Chi-ist, under circumstances in which indulgence 
was not proper,, was not sinful. The consent pf the 
will to gratify the feeling, and not the. feeling it^elfj 
renders us sinners. . . 

That we be preservisd in a sanctified and blameless 
state in reispect to our bodies, does imply, 1. That 
we endeavor to. acquaint ourselves with all the laws 
*of our physical constitution. 2. That in regard .to 
food, drink, and dress, and in regard to the indul- 
gence of all our appetites and physical propensities, 
there be a sacred and undeviating conformity to 
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these laws. 3» lliat . eferj milsmM^ ^esire b£L ip- 
at<uady su^ressed, and that all our prop^iBitiBii he 
held in perfect subjection to thee ^dtl of God. -.ii 
That our bodies, with all our physical powel*8. aaA 
propensii^s, be ^ presented to God a« a: liying sac- 
Vifipe) holy and acceptable," to be employed m JpoB- 

. seryice. . .• 

'^ Such is Christian Perf^eid^ It is the^^, consecra- 
tion of our whole being tpGhrist^ aiid; the peqietiial 
employinient of all our powers- in hji$; «ezTiQe* It is 
the perfect assimilation.of our encore character to that 
of Christ, hayini^ at all times, and under aK.Cii^Giii^ 
stances, the ^ same mind that .wad also in Chriflft 
Jesus^"' It is, in' the language of Mr^ Wesley, ^ hx one 
view, purity of intention^ .^dicating. allv the life.ta 
Glod.. It ia the giving God all the heart; it is: exie. 
desire and designnding all pur tempexai. It is de- 
ypting, not a part^ biit all our spiil^: body^ and aub- 

. atance rta^God. ,In. aniiather yiew* it is- all- the mind 
that wair ill CJhrist^ Jesus, enabling us |o .waJtk as he 
walked. It is the' circumcision of the heart fi^m.aH 
filthiness, fii»h all inward as weU, $s . outward poUUr 

• tion. It is. the renewal, of: the^ henut in the whole 
image of God, the fiill llkoness. oi lam that i^^ted 
it ;bi iyet anctfher, it is loving God with altiou^r 
heart, fu^oinr neighbor as our^ * 

• •.■.;..■■■'• ehmabks. •••■'  
* ' * '■*.■.,■ 

«  • • .   . . • 

• L. We will in the first place notice dome^pf the 
features of the subject now ui^der consideration, in ^ 
respect to which all evai^elioal C/hriodans- aire 
agreed. ■• •• " 
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1. AH, I have no doubt, will admit that the nature 
of Christian perfection has been correctly stated in 
the preceding remarks; that were any individual 
actually in the state there described, his moral and 
Christian character would be *< perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing." 

2. All agree that this entire perfection in holiness 
is definitely find positively required of us in the 
Bible, and that, for not rendering such obedience to 
God, we are wholly without excuse. 

3. All agree that the &ct, that one is not thus per- 
fect,*should be to him a subject of deep repentance 
and humiliation, and of unfeigned sorrow and con- 
trition of heart It is certainly no pleasing feature 
of Christian character, that we are living in partial 
disobedience to the reasonable requirements of our 
God and Savior ; and the individual that can con- 
template the feet that he is thus living, without deep, 
unfeigned, and unmingled contrition, penitence, and 
self-abasement, gives fearful evidence, that he i^ a 
stranger to the love of Christ - 

4. All admit that it is the indispensable duty of 
every Christian to aim at entire perfection in holiness, 
and that the individual, who is not aiming at a full 
discharge of every duty, is wanting in, at least, one 
fundamental requisite of Christian character. 

5. All agree that we are not only under obligation to 
aim at such a state, but to make it the subject of con- 
stant and fervent prayer, that Go^ himself will thus 
sanctify us. 

6. All agree that it is practicable for professors of 
religion, generally, to make far higher attainments in 
holiness than they now do. In view of this admis- 
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rion, let me ask the question-^ Can he be a Christian 
who is conscious, that he is living far below his 
privileges, and is yet comparatively satisfied with his 
present state, and is not making vigorous and prayer- 
ful efforts to arise to the full standard of practicable 
attainment ? . Is he not liviug in liie habitual and 
allowed neglect of an acknowledged duty ? " 

7. All agree that no line can be dravm this side of 
entire perfection in holiness, beyond which it is not 
practicable for the Christian to go. 

8. All agree that at death, or a short period prior 
to that event, every Christian does arrive at a state 
of entire sanctification. 

Such are the questions connected with this subject, 
in reference to which all Christians are agreed. We 
will now, 

XL In the second place, consider the question in 
respect to which they differ. It is in reference to the 
simple question, Whether we may now, dwring the prog- 
ress of the present life, attain to entire perfection in 
holiness, and whether it is proper for us to indtdge the 
anticipation of making such attainments. One part of 
the Church affirm, that the perfect obedience which 
God requires of us, we may render to him. The 
other affirm, that it is criminal for us to expect to ren- 
der that obedience. One part affirm that we ought 
to aim at entire perfection in holiness, with the 
expectation of attaining to that state. The other 
part affirm, that we ought to aim at the same perfec- 
tion in holiness, with the certain expectation of not 
attauiing to that- state. On the one hand, it is af- 
firmed, that we ought to pray that the " very God oi 
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peace. #1Q sanctify us wholly, and pitederve otur whole 
spirit^ and soul, and body, blameless unto the coming' 
of our liOFd Jesus Christ,?' widi the expectation, that 
God w31 answer our prayers by the bestowment of 
tibat veiy blessing. On the other hand, it is affirmed, 
that we ought to put up that identical prayer, with 
the certain expectation of not receiyiag the blessing . 
which we ^ desire of him." On the one hand^ it is 
a&med tfaiit; grace is proidded in the gospel to 
render the Christian, even in this lifb, ^ perfect in 
every good work to do t)ie will of GtoA? On the 
other hand, it is affirmed, that no such grace is pro- 
vided* . I . 

Such IB a Mf dnd unvarnished statement of the 
questions connected with the subject under con- 
sideration, in respect to which Christians agree and 
disagree. • - ,. 

. in. No evil can result from the belief that entirer 
perfection in holiness is attunaMe in this life, pro- 
vided the true standard of perfection be kept con- 
stantiy and distinctiy befere the mind. No one can 
show any thing intrinsic in this doctrine, thus enter- 
tained, at which the Churbh ought to be alarmed. 
On the other hand, the belief of this doctrine, under 
the circumstanceis supposed, must be of the highest 
practical utili^ ; because it lays the only adequate 
foundation for the most vigorous and prayerfiil efforts 
after those attainments in holiness, ait which all admit 
we are bound to aim. To aim at a state, with the 
certain e3q>eeUilion of not reaching it, must be ahiud 
.tacdL truly, and must render all our efforts well nigh 
powerless. To aim at a. state, on the other hand, 
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with the belief that it is attainable, is the indispen- 
sable condition of efficient action. 

IV. Whatever our present condition and circum- 
stances may be, there is no presumption in our 
indulging the expectation of attaining to entire per- 
fection in holiness, provided corresponding provisions 

are made in the gospel, and God himself has prom- " 
ised thus to sanctify us. If Christ has promised to ' / At) 
guard us against all temptation, we ought to expect A/»n^ 
to be thus kept by him, whatever the temptations may 
be which beset us. If God, on condition of our 
trusting him for this very blessing, has promised to 
"sanctify us wholly," we ought to expect to be thus 
sanctified. In view of such provisions and promises, 
there is no more presumption in expecting perfect, 
than partial sanctification ; since our faith, alike in 
both instances, rests not upon an arm of flesh, but 
upon the grace and power of God. 

V. The question. Whether entire perfection in ho- 
liness is attainable in this life, depends exclusively 
upon the question, What are the nature and extent 
of the provisions of the gospel for our present sanc- 
tification, and of the " exceeding great and precious 
promises " of divine grace ? In pursuing our in- 
quiries in respect to this question, we are to look 
away from our condition and circumstances as sin- 
ners, and from our natural powers as moral agents, 
to the provisions and promises of the grace of Grod. 
If the " riches of Christ's inheritance in the paints " 
comprehends their entire sanctification in this life, 
we certainly are under obligations infinite to possess 

2* 
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that mheritanc^ in all its fiilnessp Are you, Chris- 
tian, prepared to enter upon the investigation of th0 
subject be^re us, with the simple inquiiy. What has 
God provided for and promised to me, as a Chrisdan ? 
When lyill. the Church be again i&ble to say, << Wd 
have known and believed the love which the Father 
hathuntouB<^? . 

VL Filially, Inasmuch as entire perfection in 
holiness is required of us,, not. only in the law, but 
also in the ^spel, and is a ceaiseless demand of our 
being, we igre under complete obligation to approach 
the inquiry, Whether the doctrine, thai such perfec- 
tion is ^attainable in this life, is contained in the Bible, 
ivith the hope of finding it there. To this inquiiy 
the attention of the reader will , be directed in thei 
following discourse. 
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DISCOURSE 11* 

PERFEClriON IN HOLINESS ATTAINABI^. 

** Be ye therefore perfect, even as yoqr Father in heaven is per- 
fect." — Jfott. v. 48. 

The oligect of the preceding discourse was, to 
illysjtr&te and e^lmn the iutfure of Cfaristiaii perfec- 
tion. The object of tbe present discourse is to an-, 
s wer the inquiry, << b swh a state attmnqhle in iMs life ? " 
to ascertain the fkot, whether i^ is profiHcdbh for us, as 
Christiam, to tonsecridfi oyr entire &et>f^, with eil Us 
powers and suscep^ibUities, to Christ, and to Kve under 
the contiimal ir^uenfie of tiie affrfovadi^ and att-ebn^ 
iroUingprincij^ofpureandpafeet kfoe^"' of faith on 
the Son of God."" 

I use the terms atUdnabk and praeticable with 
reference not merely to our powers i|s moral agents, 
butalso with respect to^ the provisions and promises 
of divine grace. If provision is made in, the gospel 

for the entire sanctification of bettevers in this life^ 

• ■• • . , .  ' 

if God has promised to render those <* perfect in 
every good work to do his. wOl," ^ whom he is 
inquired of liy faith to do it for them,-^ then u such a 
state, in thd.' highest and most cpiiim<m acc^qp^tion 

of the teUm, attainable; and we. are under the most 

• # 

* Parts of this wad, the foHowing I^course have already been 
before the'public m another form. 
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sacred obligation to aim at that state, wifh the full 
and joyful expectation^ of attaining it . 

The question now returns — > Is perfection in holi- 
ness, in the sense of the term as above explained, 
attainable in this life ? That it is attainable, I argue 
from the following reasons : — 

L The Bible positively affirms that provision its 
made in the gospel for the attainment of that state, 
and that to make such provision is one of the great 
objects of Christ's redemption. Rom. viiL 3, 4, " For 
what the law could not dOj in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God, sending his own Son, in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh; that the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the spirit." The phrase " righteousness of the law " 
obviously means the precepts of the law, or the 
moral rectitude which the law requires. This 1 
argue, 1st. From the fact that the same phrase is 
undeniably used in this ^ense in the preceding part 
Of the epistle, chap. ii. 26 ; "If the circumcision keep 
the righteousness [the precepts] of the law." With- 
out the best of reasons, we should not suppose the 
apostle to use 'the same phrase, in entirely different 
senses, in the same epistle. 2d. Justification, the 
only other sense ever, I believe, attributed to the 
phrase under consideration, is never in the Bible 
called the justification of the law, but is definitely 
distinguished fi-om it, by being called "justification 
by faith." 3d. If justification were the thing 
primarily referred to in this phrase, still the moral 
rectitude required by the law, L e. sanctification, is 
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also implied in it t^pr, if Chridt should jufltifjr/niad 
not tn tVifl jwjgfi '^^ffl^ riftn^tiiy lus people, he would 
save themtn, c'^d ^^^ ^rom their sina The phraise 
"righteousness of the law," then, directly aiid pri- 
marily means, or. obviously impilies, the precepts of 
the law^ Of the moral rectitude required by: the law; 
To have this righteousness Mfilled in us, implies, 
that it he perfecUy (uxwnpliahed in tM,. or, that we are 
brought into perfect conformUy to (he maral redUude 
required hy the hsw* This is declared to be. one of the 
great objects of Christ's deaths Such confbrmity, 
then, is practicable to the Christian, or Christ failed 
to accomplish one . of the prime purposes of his 
redemption. 

Again^ . 1 Pet iL 24, <* Who hii3 own self bare our 
sins in, his otvh body on the tree, that we, being, dead 
to sins, niightliye unto righteousness." To be; dead 
to sin, and aliVe unto righteousness, implies entire 
sanctification, or, to be dead in sin, does not imply 
total depravity. . That we might be thus dead, and 
thtu alive, Christ *^ bore our sins in his own body on 
the tree." Entire sanetification, then, id attainable, 
or Christ failed, in one important respect, to finish 
the work which his Father " gave him to do." 

2 Cor. V. 15, « And he died for all, that they which 
live should hot.hencejforth live unto themselvei^ but 
unto him that died for them, and rose again." In 
other words, Christ died that his people might be 
&ee from all selfishness, and become purely and per- 
fectly benevolent J>id he fail to accomplish his 
work? 

2 Pet L 4, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises ; that by these yei might 
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^9 be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world throug h lust" 

2 Cor. vii. 1, << Having thererore these promisesi 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all fil- 
thiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God." If to " escape the corruption that 
is in the world through lust,^ and to be << made partakers 
of the divine nature," to ^'.cleanse ourselves from all 
fllthiness of the flesh and spirit," and to ^perfect 
holiness," do not imply entire sanctiflcation, how, 1 
ask, can that doctrine be expressed ? That the Chris- 
tian may be thus sanctified is the declared object for 
which the promises were given. Who will deny that 
they are adequate to this object ? Unless they are thus 
inadequate^ perfection in holiness is, in this life, 
practicable to the Christian. 

Under this head I might cite many other passages, 
equally to my purpose ; but these must sufice. On 
these and other kindred passages, I have one remark 
to make, to which the special attention of the reader 
is invited. It is this — We have the same evidence 
from the Bible, that provision is made for the entire 
aanctification of Christians, that we have that provision 
is made for their entire jugtification. Any principles of 
interpretation that will show that provision is not 
made for the former, will be equally conclusive to 
show that it is not made fl>r the latter. 

n. Perfection in holiness is promised to the Chris 
tian in the new covenant under which he is now 
placed. To present this part of the subject distinct • 
ly before the reader's mind, we will first inquire what 
is the old or first covenant 
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Exodh xxxiv. 27, 28, "And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Write thoii these words ; for after the tenor of these 
words have I made a covenant with thee and with 
Israel.* And he was tliere with the Lord forty days 
and forty nights; he did neither eat bread nor drinfc 
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant, the ten commandments." Deut. ix. 11, 
15, "And it came to pass at the end of forty days and 
forty nights, that the Lord gave me the two tables of 
stone, even the tables of the covenant." " So I turned, 
and came down from the mount, and the mount 
burned with fire ; and the two tables of the covenant 
were in my hands." The first, or the old covenant, 
then, is the moral law, that law by which we are re- 
quired to " love the Lord our God with all our powers, 
and our neighbor as ourselves." This covenant, as 
we learn fi-om Heb. ix. 1—4, had annexed to it the 
types and shadows of the ancient dispensation. 
" Then verily the first covenant had " attached to it 
** ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanc- 
tuary," &c. 

What the new covenant is, we learn from Jer. xxxL 
31—34, and Heb. viii. 8—11, "Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new cov- 
enant with tiie house of Israel and vsrith the house of 
Judah; not according to the covenant that I made 
with their Others, in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; (which 
my covenant they brake, although I was a husband 
unto them, saith the Lord ;) but this shall be the cov- 
enant that I vnll make with the house of Israel : After 
those days, saith the Lord, I vnll put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and I will 



. lie their God, and ^ey shall be my i^ple. And; they 
shall t^ch no moia? evi^ man .hi$ neighbor, apd 
eveiy n^an his brother, saying, Know the Lord ; fi^r 
they ^aU all/ know me, from the ioast of them  unto 
the greatest of $1|)^, saith^^the Lord; for I will fiurgi ve 
their iniquity) and-, I will remember their sins> iki 
more^ •.' ;•. . -y. ■.-. ' ' /"... , 

; Tber;follpwing blessin|^ spec^caUy promised in 
this <e.oiKei;ient, demand. our .special attentlQti*—L A 
copfirmed state e^.pure and perfect l^oliness, sucli ^a 

; the -first covenant, or morfl. law,, demands!-- ^JvWiU 
.put my law in th0i£ inward parts, and write it in their, 
hearts." 2. llie pardo^Qi of all.suEit or per^ct justifi- 
cation— -"t. will forgive their inltqUit|i:,v.an4 I ^^ili 
reteembi^r their -:«ins no more." 3. l%o vporpetual 
fitiition of tb» divine presence and fevbr — <*i will be 
their Gddr ^^^^4 If^ey shall 'i^e ,my people." 4 The 
^enetal ^jxebad ;0^ theig^giPj^l aoapng inankind — ^ All 
diali kiU)W me.'' , .; . - ,v v 

. . We will, now noticie t^e r^M^on^ ^ these two' cov- . 
ipfiiants. .■' . : 

• 1. The same standmrdof .<^Wa^r, perfect holiness 
IS common to botlu 

% l^atthooid-cov^enantre^'ii^^bf Ch^^ 
newjTronitMfttotbem^. For example; . . . \ 

1st The pldCoyenantfegiiti^jp@;;^hblmeBs. Its 
language i^ ^ Thou shalt be perfect with ^e Lord thy 
Goi^;''' "^JHe thai keepeth tho. whole laW^and yet 
pfiendethinonepoiTit,isguilt3^of alL^ .% , 

.On the other hand, tbiB, new coveniiBt,p*piai£s^ to the 
l^liever peifect holiness. iT^r. sppd-.^V'^Sut this 

«ha11 be $h0 corei^t that I wit^ipake: with the house 

M IfKrael : Atter those^days^ 8«i^ • the Lord, ( wiQ |;ut 
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my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people." See also Heb. viii. 10. Here, as above re- 
marked, the very thing which the moral law requires 
is positively promised to the believer* Ezek. xxxvL 
25 — ^27, " Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new hearty 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put with- 
in you; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heait of flesh. And 
I will. put my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and dp them." Is it in the power of language to ex- 
press the doctrine of entire sanctiiication, if it is not 
here expressed ? 

Jer. 1. 20, ''In those days, and at that time, saith the 
Lord^ the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and 
there shall be none ; and the sins of Judah, and they 
shall not be found ; for I will pardon them whom I 
reserve" What other thought, let me ask, is such 
language adapted to convey but this, — a state of 
entire sanctiflcation ? 

Deut XXX* 6, << And the Lord thy God will circum^ 
else thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy .God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest liye." Here the perfect holi*!* 
ness required by the law, is promised in the very 
words of the law itself. 

Again, 2d. The old covenant or moral law requires 

not ouly perfect^ but perpetual holiness. GaL iiL 10^ 

*^ Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 

which are written in the book of the law to do them." 

3 
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The new covenant, on the other hand, promises 
not only perf ect jut perpetual holiness.^ Jer. xxxiL 
30, 40, <'And I will give tibem one heart, and one 
way, that they may fear me forever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them. And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good ; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me." If, to give to Christians one heart and 
one way, that they may fear God forever, and never 
depart from him, does not imply, not only perfect, 
but perpetual holiness, we may truly- say, that lan- 
guage cannot express that idea. 

Ezek. xxjEvii. 23, "Neither shall they defile them- 
selves any more with their idols, nor with their 
detestable things, nor with any of their ti*aiisgres- 
sions." Every one will perceive, that if the Holy 
Spirit has not here given us the promise, not only of 
perfect, hnt perpdiud holiness, he has made as near an 
approach to it as is in the power of language to make, 
and that if he had designed to express that promise, 
no stronger language could possibly have been used. . 

The same truth is taught with equal distinctness 
in Isa. lix. 21, and Luke i. 74, 75, "As ibr me, this is 
my covenant with them, saith the Lord:. My Spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth 
and forever." *< That he would grant unto us, that 
we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in hcliness and righ- 
teousness before him, all the days of our life." 
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1 cite but one other passage under this head — a 
passage, which, if we had noiie others of the kind iu 
the Bible, would place the doctrine under considera^- 
tion upon an eternal rock. 1 Thes. v. 23, 24, << And 
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I 
pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ Faithful is he that calleth you, who 
also will do it" Here we have, 1. A prayer for per- 
fect and perpetual holiness, dictated by the direct 
'aspiration of the Spirit of God. Who can believe 
that the Holy Spirit has dictated a prayer which is 
not " according to the will of God," and which he 
requires us to believe that God will never answer by 
the bestowment of the blessing ^ desired of him " ? 
2. We have tlie positive declaration of God himself 
that this blessii g, when asked in fkith, shall be grant- 
ed — ^ Faithful is he that calleth you. Who also will 
do it" On the promises of Scripture, as thus pre- 
sented — I remark, 

1. That we have evidence just as conclusive, that i 
perfect and perpetual holiness is promised to Chris^ ) 
tians, as we have that it is required of them. Any 
principles of interpretation that would prove that the 
former is not promised, would be equally conclusive 
to show that the latter is not required. 

2. We have the same evidence from Scripture) 
that all Christians may, and that some of them will, 
attain to a state of entire sanctification in this life, 
that we have that they will attain to that state in 
heaven. No passages can be adduced which more 
positively affirm the latter than the former. Any 
principles of interpretation that will show that such 
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passages as I have cited, and shall hereafter cite, do 
not prove the practicability of perfect holiness here, 
wiU anihilate all evidence that heaven itself is a state 
of perfect and perpetual purity. 

An objection, deserving a passing notice, is some- 
^ times brought to the view of the new covenant here 
given. This covenant, it is said, is applicable to the 
Jews only. To this position I reply, 

1st That to the converted Jew, at least,' entire 
sanctification is undeniably attainable. Why deny it 
to other Christians ? 

2d. Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant. 
Does he, as Mediator, sustain one relation to the Jew- 
ish, and another to the Gentile Christian? Has he 
not <' broken down the wall of partition between 
them," and made both one ? 

3d. In £ph. iiL 6, and elsewhere, we learn that the 
Gentiles have become "fellow-heirs," and "of the 
same body," and partakers of the same promise with 
the Jews. 

4th. The promise, from Thessalonians, above 
cited, is expressly addressed to all Christians, with* 
out discrimination. 

HL I infbr that a state of perfect holiness is 
attainable in this <« life, from the commands of Scrip- 
ture, addressed to Christians under the new covenant 
I refer here, not merely to the fact, that perfect holi- 
ness is required of Christians, but to the mawMT and 
circumstcmces in which these commands are given. A 
general sends to a subordinate officer a despatch 
containing several distinct and specific requisitioii& 
The officer selects one of these requitntions, given in 
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the same manner and circumstances as aJl the rest, 
and affirms, that his commauder never expected 
obedience to this command, and that it would be 
criminal to suppose he did. What would be thought 
of such a conclusion ? In the light of this illustration 
let us first contemplate the conunand of Christ, 
Matt. V. 48j "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father in heaven is perfect" To every other precept 
found in this discourse, all admit that obedience is 
not only required, but expected. On what autl:^)rity, 
I ask, is this one precept ^elected from the midst of 
such requisitions, as the solitary command to which 
obedience is not expected — a command clothed in 
similar language, given at the same time, and under 
the same circumstances as all the others among which 
it is found ? 

Again, 2 Cor. xiii. 11, " Finally, brethren, &rewelL 
Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live 
in peace ; and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you." Why except the first of these precepts, 
and maintain that obedience to all the rest is expect- 
ed ? How could the expectations of the Spirit be 
more clearly indicated, respecting the precept, " Be 
perfect," than by clustering it, in this manner, with 
other precepts, in respect to which we know that 
such expectations exist ? 

2 Cor. viL 1, " Having, therefore, these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves fi-om all filth- 
iness of the flesh and spirit, perfocting holiness in 
the fear of God." — Who would dare affirm to the 
Christian that what he is here exhorted and com- 
manded to do, he never can nor wiU do, and that it 

is heresy for him to expect it ? 
3* 
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1 Tim. vL 13, 14» <<I give thee chm^, in the si^ht 
of God, who quickeneth all thingB, and before Jesus 
Christ, who, before Pontius Pilate, witnessed a good 
confossion, that thou keep this commandment with- 
out spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" The command here referred to, 
as any one will see, who will read the context, in- 
cludes every thing required of Christians. Let us 
suppose that Timothy had answered thia epistle, in- 
forming Paul that he had read his charge with solemn 
interest, and that, by the grace of Gfod, he expected 
to keep it What should we think, if, in Paul's sec- 
ond epistle, such a rejoinder as this were found : — 
"Timothy, your letter to me has £lled me with 
amazement and sorrow of heart You have become 
a wild fanatic — a. Perfectionist. How could you have 
misunderstood me so much, as to suppose that I ever 
dreamed that you would expect to keep that awful 
charge ? " AVhy should we be shocked at sucha re- 
ply? Simply because we cannot believe that such a 
charge could be dictated by the Spirit of God, not 
only in the absence of all expectation that it would 
be kept, but with the intention of impressing the 
Buliject with the opposite belief . 

IV. I argue, that perfoction in holiness is attaina- 
ble in this life, from the fact, that the attainment of 
this state in tJds life is the declared object for which 
the Holy Spirit dwells in the hearts of God's people, 
and for which all the gifts that Christ bestowed upon 
the church when he ascended up on high, were con- 
forred. Eph. iiL 14—21, " For this cause I bow my 
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
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whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
that he wottld grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to he strengthened with might hy his Spirit 
in the inner mavi; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, which pass-^ 
eth knowledge, that ye might be fiUed with all the 
fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end*- ' Amen." Also. Eph. iv. 
11 — ^16, ^And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors 
and teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ ; till we all come' in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ; that we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craft- 
iness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but, speak- 
ing the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ : from whom 
the whole body, fitly joined together and compacted 
by .that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, mak- 
eth increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love." — To be « filled with all the fulness of God " 
implies, unquestionably, that we be put in possession 
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of all the moral perfections of God, as &r as finite can 
resemble infinite ; which can be nothing less than 
entire perfection in holin€^s& The same thing is, "with 
equal manifestness, imp^ed in the phrases " unity of 
the faith," «uhto a perfect man," and "unto the. 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.'' 
Verses 14 — 16, chap, iv., make it undeniably evident 
that these passages are to be understood with refer- 
ence to this life. Now, that Christians may attain to 
this state of perfect holiness, is the declared object 
for which the Holy Spirit is here represented as 
dwelling in the hearts of God's people, and for which 
the ministry of reconciliation, &c., was conferred up- 
on the church, by our Savior, when he^" ascended 
up on high, and gave gifts unto men." Thus Christ 
expressly, adapted means to an end, which means are 
inadequate to that end ? If not, perfection in holiness 
is not only to be regarded as attainable, but to be 
expected, in this life. 

V. As a fifth argument in favor of the attainable- • 
ness of entire sanctification in this life, we will now 
consider the prayer dictated by our Savior to hie 
disciples, together with the one put up by him, in 
behalf of the church, on the evening preceding his 
crucifixion. Who can believe that Christ has dictated 
a standing petition for the church, which he requires 
hj^r to believe that it is not for the glory of God to 
answer ? Matt vi 10, " Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven." That this is a prayer for perfec- 
tion in holiness, none, I presume, vnll deny. From 
the fact that Christ dictated this petition, I infer, Ist, 
That the object of this . petition is agreeable to the 
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will of Gqd, and consequently that ivvlien the church 
puts up the petition in faoih, she will be heard, and 
will have the petition which she desired of him. Sd, 
That in the petition we have the pledge of Christ 
that it shall be granted when asked in &ith, just ds 
the petition, << Thy kingdom come," contains a pledge 
that that kingdom shall c^me. 

Again, John xviL 30-43, << Neither pray I for these 
aloiie, but for tiiem also which shall believe on me 
through tiieir word; that they all maybe one;, as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also . 
may be one in us; that the world may believe that 
thou hast fient me. And the glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may be one, even 
as we are one ; I in them, and thou in me ; that they 
may be made perfect in one ; and that the'wbrld may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved tiiem, 
as thou hast loved me." 

On this passage, I reniaik, 1st, That the union here 
prayed for is a union of perfect love — ^As thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee." In other words, per* 
fectionin holiness is the object of this prayer. 2d, 
Tlie salvation of the world is declared to be suspend- 
ed upon the existence of this love among believers — 
^ That the world may believe and know that thou 
hast sent me." Oonsequentiy, we must admit that 
this love and consequent union will exist among be- 
lievers, or nfiaintdn, 1st, That Christ, at that solemn 
hour, prayed fer that which he requires us to believe 
that it is not for the glory of God to bestow upon his 
children. 2d, That the world are never to believe in 
Christ Christian, ponder this prayer, and then ask 
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yourself if you can believe, or dare affirm, that this 
lore shall never, in this life, exist in your heart 

YL I argue, that perfection in holiness is attainable 
in this life, and that the sacred writers intended to 
teach the doctrine, from the fact, that inspired men 
made the attainment of this particular state the 
subject of definite, fervent, and constant prayer. 

Col. iv. 12, "Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant 
of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring fervently for 
you in prayers, that ye may stand perfedt and complete 
in all the will of God." Heb. xiiL 30, 21, "Now the 
God of peace, that brought again fix)m the dead the 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you per- 
fect in eirery good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ" The prayer of the apostle in 1 Thes. v. 23, 
is also distinctly before the reader's mind — "The 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly," &c On 
these and kindred passages I remark, 

1, Such prayers are in perfect conformity with the 
prayer of Christ himself in behalf * of his church, as 
recorded in John xviL 20 — 23, and cited above. 
They are also in conformity with the standing petition 
which Christ dictated to his church — "Thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven." 

2, All such prayers were dictated by direct in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit Now, in Rom. viii. 27, 
we learn, that the " Spirit maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of Qod." In 1 John v. 
14, 15, we also learn, that " this is the confidence that 
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we have in hiiii^ [Christ,] that if we ask any thing 
according to his vnUl, he heareth us. And if we know 
that he hear us, we know that whatsoever we ask, we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.'* Have 
ive not, then, proof positive, that when we pray, and 
pray in &ith, for perfect holiness, that hiessing wiU be 
bestowed upon us ? Is it possible, reader, for us to 
believe, that Christ himself prayed, and taught his 
church to pray, and the Holy Spirit inspired and 
influenced apostles and saints to pray, for a blessing 
which the Scriptures require us to believe God will 
not bestow upon his people ? 

3. Let us suppose that God has revealed to us the 
fact, that he has made no provision for the bestow- 
ment of a certain blessing upon us ; that whatever our 
prayers, intentions, and eflbrts actually may be, infinite 
wisdom has unchangeably determined to withhold 
the grace necessary to its attainment in this life. 
Would it be proper for us, under such circumstances, 
to pray for that blessing ? What would such a prayer 
be, less than a request that God would reverse the 
revealed dictates of infinite wisdom ? In what other 
light shall we regard the prayers of inspired men for 
the perfect holiness of Christians, on the supposition 
that God had revealed to them the fact, that no pro- 
visions were made in the gospel for the bestowment 
of that blessing ; that he had irreversibly determined 
not to confer the grace necessary to its attainment, 
whatever the prayers and efiorts of his people actually 
might be ; and that it is a dangerous error for them to 
suppose the opposite ?- Is not the fact, that inspired 
men prayed thus fervently and constantly for this 
olessing, the highest possible evidence that they re- 
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garded the atUiinmeixt of the Uessmg as coining 
within the range of the provisions and promises of 
 divine grace? 

Vn. I infer that perfect holines/s is attainable in this 
life, from. the many promises of Scripture which are 
conditioned on. this state. For example; Isa. xxvL 
2j ^ Thou vnlt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee." Matt 
vL'23^ << If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light" 2 Cor. xiiL 11, ^ Be 
perfect, be of gopd comfort, be of on<9 mind, live in 
peace ; and the God of love and peace shall be with 
you*" Phil. iv. 6, 7, "Be carefid for nothing ; but in . 
every thing by pfaypr and supfdication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds, through 
Christ Jesus." All the blessings promised in such 
passages, of which' the Bible is full, are conditioned, 
directly or indirectly, on the existence of perfect 
holiness in the subject When, .for example, God 
promises "perfect peace to those whose minds are 
stayed on him," the condition of the promise is, of 
course, perfect faith, or confidence; because the 
want of such confidence would forfeit the blessing, 
or render the enjoyment of it an impossibility. So 
also the "single eye," the command, "be perfect," 
and "be careful fer nothing," &C., directly require the 
same thing, or a state of perfect holiness. Does God 
promise to his people, in this life, blessings of infinite 
value, upon conditions which he requires them to 
regard as impracticable ? What is this but the most 
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sdlenm mockery conceivable ? A parent cotftinually 
holds before his. children proniises of the nchest 
blessings in his power to bestow, but all pledged upon 
conditions with which he holds it crithinal in them 
to believe they will ever comply. What would be 
thought of such a parent ? "Shall' we bharge such 
conduct upon God ? 

In reply to the tibove arguipent, it is sometimes said 
that Ohristians do experience the fulfilment of these 
promises in proportion to their fidelity.. Very thie, I 
reply. This feet, however, does not in the. lealstfli- 
nainish the force of the argument, as al)dve stated. 
Grod'does holcL. out the richest blessings upon the 
definite condition of perfect holiness in us. Now if, 
as is true, according to the common theory, he re<)uires 
us to believe that these blessings lure f^ofiered upoh . 
a condition with which we shall not comply, :what ifi 
this,-! ask again, but the most solemn mockery con- 
ceivable? 

\m. lar^e, that perfection ia holiness ia attain, 
able in this l&£e, firom the .testimony of Scripture that 
some did attain to that state. On this subject I 
remark, 

1. That firom what the saci'ed writers have lefi;.on 
record in respect to the provisions and promises of 
divine grace, fi*om their prayers,-exhortationsii precepts, 
&C., Ui respect to this identical subject ; in short, from 
the fact that this particular subject was the special 
theme of their meditations^ -discourses, and prayers, 
we ought to conclude, in the absence of positive proof 
to the contrary, that they did attain to this state; just 
as, in the absence of evidence to the contrary^ W6 
4 
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ought to conclude that they died in the trijunphs of 
faith. 

2. The fact, that some of them are said to have 
.fallen into sin in some particular instances, is no ev- 
idence at all, that they did not subsequently attain to 
a state of entire sanctification, any more than the sins 
of Paul previous to his conversion are proof of his 
*want of holiness subsequent to that event 

3. There is no positive evidence on record^ that 
many of those men did not attain to this state, any 
more than there is, that they did not *<die in faith." 

4. There is, on the other hand, positive evidence 
that some of them did attain to this state. To show 
this, I begin with the character of Paul, as drawn by 
the pen of in^iration. In respect to this apostle, I 
remark, 1. That there is but one act of his entire 
Christian life, on record, which is of a doubtful 
character. I riefer to his controversy with Barnabas. 
2. With this exception, — and whether it be an excefp- 
tion, is, to say the least, doubtful, — his character, as 
presented by the sacred historian, is << perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing." 3. The testimony of the 
apostle to his own attainments, shows that he had 
arrived to a state of entire sanctification. Gal. iL 20, 
"l.am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live ; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which 1 
now live in the flesh, I live by faith on the Son of 
God." 1 Thes. ii. 10, "Ye are witnesses, and God 
|dso, how hplily, and justly, and unblamably, we 
behaved ourselves among you that believe." 1 Cor. 
iv. 4> **I know nothing by myself," i. e., lam conscious 
of no wrong. Acts xx. 26, "Wherefore I take you to 
record this day, that I am pure of the blood of all men." 
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Now, who would dare to apply such language to 
liimselji^ who was conscious of being in any other 
than a state of entire consecration to Christ ? How 
can he be ^ pure of the blood of all men," who is 
constantly failing in his duty ?- And we do fail in our 
duty to men, when we are not wholly consecrated to 
Christ. How can he be conscious of no wrong, and 
i^rm of himself that he lives ^'holily, and justly, and 
unblamably," not in the sight of men merely, but also 
in the sight of Go^^ who is conscious of daily and 
hourly dei>artures from tho rectitude required by the 
gospel ? Who, let me ask, in view of the character 
of Paul, as drawn by the pen of in^iration, and of 
his own testimony to his own attainments, will dare 
to lay sin to his charge, or affirm that he did not arrive 
to a state of perfect consecration to Christ? 

Further, the apostle presents himself as an exam- 
ple for the imitation of Christians, requiring and ex- 
horting them to copy that example, without any 
intimation, that, in so doing, they will not discharge 
their whole duty. Phil. iv. 9, ^ Those things which 
ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me, do ; and the God of peace shall be with 
you." Phil. iii. 17, "Brethren, be ye followers 
together of me, and mark them which walk so, as 
ye have us for an ensample." 1 Cor. xi. ], "Be ye 
followers of me, even as I also am of Christ ; " L e., 
Be ye imitators of me, inasmuch as I am an imitator 
of Christ Now, who Would dare to address such 
language to Christians, unless he was conscious of 
presenting to them a perfect pattern for their imita- 
tion ? Such, then, was Paul. If he did not claim to 
have been in a state of entire sanctification, I know 
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not : by what , language such a claim catt be ex- 
pressed. . 

. i^^gaih^ 1 John iii. 21, and iv. 17, 18, **. Beloved,. i£ 
our heart cqndemn us laot, then have we . confidence 
toward God."- '< Herein is our love made perfect, that 
we may have boldness in the day of judgment, because 
as he is, so are we in this world." " There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casteth out fear." Who can 
read such (declarations, without the convictii^n that the 
apostle is ]ier& speaking of what he knew to be true 
from actual experience ? Was he - a stranger to a 
heart that doth not condemn, and its effects, and to 
perfect love, and its consequences ? Is he not testi- 
fying as a wit&ess to what h}s own consciousness 
affirmed to be a reality ? 

If the ^one hundred and .ferty.and four thousand 
also, who foirlow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth," 
are not declared. Rev. xiv. 4, 5, to have attained to 
perfect holiness in this life, I have failed to divine the 
meaning of the passage. " These are they who were 
not defiled with womep, for they are virgins." "And 
in their mouth was found no guile ; for they are with- 
out fault before the throne of God.". The phrase 
"they are without feifit" evidently relates to their 
character as Christians in this life ; because the con- 
junction "fer" connects this with the preceding part 
of the sentence, the meaning of which is perfectly 
evident ; also, because the reason is here assigned for 
their preeminent glory in heaven. All this may be '. 
said to be mere hyperbole. I will not, therefore, in- 
sist upon it. The same principle, however, would be 
equally applicable to any phraseology that could have 
been fidopted. 
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Isa. vi 5—8, ^ Then said I, Wo is me ! for I am 
undone ; because I am a jnan of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips ; for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. 
Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a 
live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the 
tongs from off the altar. And he laid it on my mouth, 
and said, Lo, this hath touched thyUps; and thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is purged." 

Previous to this event, the prophet had at least some 
degree of holiness. What was his state subsequently, 
when "his iniquity was taken away, imd his sin 
purged"? Was it a little higher degree of holiness 
than he before possessed ? Was it not, as the lan- 
guage used implies, a State of perfect holiness ? 

Other cases might be cited ; but these must suffice. 

IX. I argue that perfection in holiness is attain- 
able in this life, from the fact, that no one can point 
out any incentive to sin, jfrora within or around him, 
for which a specific remedy is not provided in the 
gospel. Do our lusts rebel? We are told, that if 
<* Christ be in us, the body is dead because of sin ;" 
that **the old man is crucified with him ; " and that if 
we will "walk in the spirit, we shall not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh." Do the world and Satan entice ? 
We are assured that "this is. the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith ; " that " stronger is 
he that is in us, than he that is in the 'world;" and 
that, when we have "put on the whole armor .of 
God," we shall be able, with the shield of iaith, to 
« quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one." In 
short, firom whatever source temptation to sin ariBes^ 
4* 
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we sire assured that: God will not « suffer us to be 
tempted abov&'what we are able,'*.but will, << w;^th the 
temptatioiii laake way .for our- escape/'. With Christ 
withJDL us, and these ^exjceediug great and precious 
promises'' around us, we are. commanded to ''reckon 
ourselves dead ihdeed to sin,' and alive unto Grod 
through our Lord. Jesus Christ" hi the presence of 
such facts and promiseSj who would dare to say to the 
Christian, It is impracticable for ^ you to ^cleanse 
yourself from ail filthiness of the fleshy and spirit, 
psrfectiqg holiness in the fear of God " ? 

X. I argue that perfection in holiness is attain- 
able in this life, from the fact, that no one can lay- 
down any'hne this side of that state, beyond which 
it isnot practicablfi for the Christian to go. Who 
would dare to lay down such a line, and then say to 
the convert, panting after holiness, ''As the hart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks," "Hitherto mayest thou 
come,«and no farther ?" • 

XL As another argument in ' favor of the attain^ 
ableness of holhiess in Jhis hfe, I adduce the strikmg 
contrast between the language of inspiration and of 
the church up<»i this subject, wherever the church 
bias denied the doctrine under consideration. 1 
appeal to the conscience and memory of every one 
who reads these pages, whether fi'om the pulpit, the 
press, or . thb private walks of life, as far as this 
doptrine haB<heen denied, you have ever heard lan- 
guage which corresponds witji the plain, positive, 
and unqualified, decljai^tlons of the Bible upon this 
sij^ect, which have now been spread out befbre you. 
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Why this oontrast between the laoguage .of itisphnir 
tion and of the church ? One supposition, and one 
only, in my judgment, solves the mystery. The 
church and the sacred, 'writers hold different sen- 
timents u|K>n this subject. . 

* Let any minister, for example, holding the com- 
ixion sentiments upon this subject, begin, in the 
siiiiple and unqualified language of inspiration, to. 
pray that' his people may be << sanctified wholly, and 
preserved in that state unto the coming of otH* Lord 
Jesus Christ ; " let hina •charge them, " before God 
and om* Lord JesUs Christ, to keep the command- 
. ments of God without spot, unrebukable, until the 
•appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ ;" let him begin 
to talk of the perfect peace, of pure and perfect love; 
let him tell his people l^t ' the blood of Christ 
'^cleanseth'from all sin," and that he <<bore our sins 
in his own body on the tree ; " that we, being dead to 
sin, might live unto righteousness; " that the <' right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,". &c., — 
what would his church and congregation think of 
him ? Would they not conclude that he had adopted 
some entirely new theory in regard to Christian per- 
fection ? I ask again. Why has the language of the 
Bible so entirely disappeared, so far as this doctrine 
is. denied ? and why is it, that, as soon as this doctrine 
is adopted, the simple and expressive langiiage of the 
Bible reappears, as the only, language, appropriate to 
express the sentiments of the preacher and the church. 

Xn. ^he convictions of the church, as uniYersally 
expressed in her covenants,, demand the Bdmission of 
the attainableness of perfect holiness in this life. 1 
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have never^ that I recollect, read or heard of such a 
covenant^ ^hich did not pledge its members to a 
state of entire sanctification. Every one, in the 
presence of God, angels, and men, and that under 
the sanction of the most solemn oath, avouches the 
Lord to be his God, promising to obey him in aU 
things, and none else, to ^ deny himself of ail ungod^ 
lineas, and every worltUy lust, and to live soberly, and 
righteously, and godly, in this present evil world.** 
This is nothing less than a pledge to « be perfect," 
and no church dares to pledge her members to do 
less than this. 

Yet ^hile this pledge is thus solemnly imposed 
upon all her members^ they are required, under sanc- 
tions hardly less awful, to believe that this pledge 
will never be redeemed, and that it is a crime to sup- 
pose that it may. All this is done in the face of an 
acknowledged divine declaration — <<It is better that 
thou shouldst not vow, than to vow and not pay." 
Now, why has the Holy Spirit thus constrained the 
church to pledge her members in direct opposition 
to her creed? To open her eyes to the absurdity 
and ruinous tendency of her creed, in respect to the 
subject under consideration. Such is my solemn con- 
viction. The churches of Christ are bound fimda- 
mentally to change their covenants, or admit the 
doctrine under consideration. 

XnL The tendency of this doctrine, as compared 
with that of its opposite, is another important reason 
why we should admit it To place this part of the 
subject distinctly before the mind, 1 remark — 

1. That, as it was observed in the preceding dis- 
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course, no evil can result from the belief of this 
doetrine, provided tre keep the true standard <^ 
boliness .distjnotly in view. Christ reqtiires us to* 
coBse'crate to Mm our entire being. What evil can 
result from the belief that we may do this, provided 
we undeistand- what this requirement is? All the 
evil that haci ever arisen, comieoCed with this doc- 
trine, can be demonstrated to have arisen, liot from, 
the belief that p^ection Inholiniess is practicable to 
the Chril^tian, but from a misapprehension of the 
nature of holiness itse]£ - . ^ 

2l The belief that p^ection in holiness is attain- 
able in this life^ involves the- .very principle that is 
considered necessaxy to efficient action on. every 
other sul^ect Who would e^ect an army to fight 
vnth energy under the' impression of inevitable 
defeat? All acknowledge it to be the duty oi the 
Ghristiah to aim at perfection in holiness. How can 
he^ do this efficiently with the. persuasion that such 
peri^ction is impracticable ? 

3. Every Christian also adndts that no one can be 
saved who does not aim at perfection. Now, to aim 
at this state with, the belief that it is unattainable, is 
an absolute impossibility. To mm at the accomplish- 
ment of. an object, is the same thing as to intend to 
accomplish it. How can a xotai intend to do that 
which he regards as impracticatde ?. Let the- huntei^, 
for example, if he can, point his weapon at the 
moon, vrith the intention, of hitting it He will find 
the formation of such intention, with his .present 
belief of the power of his weapon, and the d^tance 
of the olgect, an impossibiUty. Has God required 
the Christian, upon pain g£ his eternal displeiEisure> 
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« 

to aim at perfection in holiness, and then required 
him to believe a certain fact, the belief of which 
renders the formation of that intention an impos- 

« 

sibility ? Who can believe it ? The principle before 
us, no one, I believe, at all acquainted with the laws 
of mind, will deny. Whatever a man regards as 
impracticable, or thinks it absolutely certain that he 
never will perform, the changeless laws of mind 
render it impossible for him to earn, at, or intend to 
perform. How can a man throw a stone at the sun, 
aiming or intending to hit the sun ? An individual is 
shooting at a mark, with the full belief that no man, 
whatever his natural powers may be, ever did or 
43ver wHl hit that mark. It is an absolute in^s- 
sibility that he ever should, with that belief, intend 
to hit it For the same reason, while a man regards 
perfection in holiness as impracticable; while he 
believes that no man ever did, or ever will, in this 
life, attain to that state, and that it is criminal to 
suppose the opposite, — to aim at perfection in holi- 
ness, or to intend to be perfectly holy, is, then, an 
absolute impossibility. Now, the church universally 
affirms, and ministers every where preach the same 
thing, that no one can b6 a Christian who does not 
aim at perfection in holiness, or intend to be per- 
fectly holy. The church and the ministry, then, 
almost as universally, hold it criminal for any man 
not to believe a certain fact, to wit, that such per- 
fection is unattainable, the belief of which 'fact 
renders the existence of such intention an absolute 
impossibility. « Thus have ye made void the law of 
God by your traditions," If a man must aim at per- 
fection in holiness, or he cannot be saved, he must 
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theoretically or practicaUy believe that such perfec- 
tion is practicable, or he cannot be saved. 

XIV. As a final argument, in favor of the truth of 
the doctrine under consideration, I notice the absurd- 
ity of the common supposition, that the Christian is 
always perfectly sanctified at, or a few minutes before 
death, and never at an earlier period. Two coDsider- 
ations will place the absurdity of this supposition in 
its proper light — 1st The grace which sanctifies the 
believer amid the gloom and wreck and distraction 
of dissolving nature, would, if applied, have sanc- 
tified him at an earlier period. 2d. No other reason 
can be assigned for this grace being thus withheld, 
but the supposition that God can be better glorified, 
and his kingdom better advanced by saints partially^ 
than wholly consecrated to their sacred calling. 
Where is the foundation for such an absurdity in the 
Bible ? 

Some objections to the interpretation which has 
been given to the various passages cited in this dis- 
course, demand a passing notice. 

I. The &ct, it is said, that provision is made in the 
gospel for the entire sanctification of Christians ; that 
this state is promised to them in the new covenant, 
on condition of their faith ; and that, in view of these 
provisions and promises, perfect holiness is required 
of them, proves merely that such a state is attainable^ 
but not that it is actually attained. I reply, 

1. That my object in citing such passages has 
beea, not to show Christians what they are, but what 
theymc^ become ; and thus to lay the foundation for 
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tibe exercise of that ftith, by which they may come 
into the full possession of all the << riches of Christ's 
inheritance in the saints;" 

2. The manner in which the sacred writers have 
presented the provisionis, promises, and commands of . 
Ijie gospel, demonstrates the fact, that they did expect 
Christians to << cleanse themselves fN)m allfilthinesd 
of the flesh and spirit, and perfect, holiness in the fear 
of God" — an expectation precisely the opposite of 
what is now commonly entertained upon the same 
subject 

3. The supposition, that ouch men as Paul, for ex- 
ample, knew* that proyision was made in the. gospel 
fer their entire saiictification ; that it was i»omised to 
them in the new covenant, and required Qf them as . 
Christians; Che supposition, I say, that they knew, 
that by iiimply trusting Christ for this blessing, they 
could* enjoy it, and yet. withheld* the faith necessaiy 
to its -attainment, is absoli^tely incredible. It is to 
suppose, that they lived in the habitual and allowed 
indulgence of known sin. The same remark is 
equally applicable to real Christians of every age. 
When they know their privileges^ they will avail 
themselves of them. That they may know their priv- 
ileges, and thus <<cpme out of darkness into God's 
marvellous light," is the great object of this work, 
and of all my prayers ai;id efforts. 

n. The prftyer of Christ, recorded in John zviL 
20 — 2^ it is objected, is put up in behalf of all 
Christians without distinction ; and this prayer, in all 
its fulness, must be answered in the -experience of 
each Christian,- or Christ prayed in vain. In other 
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words, accon]&i^ to this obj^ctidn, the union wiw 
existing among Christians^ is all that is iniplied'in 
Buch language- as the following: .<^ That they all may. 
be one, ^ thou,. Father, art in me, and I in thee;" 
that "they may be one in us;" that <*thiey may be. 
made perfect in bne ;" and the effects produced by 
this union is -idl that is ipeant by the :phra8es ^that 
the world may believe," and <<tbat the world may 
know,"— ^ " that thou hast sent me." 
In reply, I remark— 

1. That the supposition thiat the union, or rtftber 
the disunion, liow existing among Christians, 'presents 
a fbll reflection of all ihat is implied in the language 
above referred to, renders the Bible the most unmean- 
ing book tbat ever was wtjtten. .. 

3. The supposition that. Christ, prayed for any 
higher union than now existsj involves* all the difficul- . 
ties embraced in the supposition that he prayed for 
a perfect union.- In both instance's alike, accdrding* 
to the above objection, he prayed in vain: 

2. If Christ did not here pray for a 'perfbct'union 
among Christians, and .consequently for their entire 
6anctification,'it Is absolutely beyond this power of 
language to express such a -grayer. 

4. Christ here prays as the Mediator of the new • 
cpven&nt, and when the ehulrch comes to her Medi- 
ator, in feith, for an answer to this prayer, —and the 
day is no doubt near when she will do it, ^-r this 
praydr, in all its blessed fulxless, will be answered. 

• QL It is forther objected, that no particular time . 
is specified when th'e prayer of Christ, and the prom- . 
ises of the new covenant, &c., are to be fulfilled; con- 
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sequently, they do not prove the attainableness of 
entire sancti£cation in this life. I reply — 

1. In some of the promises, the time of their fill- 
fibnent is definitely specified. For example, 1 Thess. 
y. 23. When can om* ^ whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,'' if. not in thijs life ? 

2. If no time were specified, we should involve 
ourselves in infinite guilt, were we to <' limit the Holy 
One," by fixing the time, at or subsequent to the 
hour of death. Such a limitation of the psomises 
sanctions those principles of interpretation ,by which 
the'worst forms of error are sustained fi*om the Bible. 
Take, for example, the passage, << Without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." True, says the Univer- 
salist, and all men will be holy in eternity. Shall we 
sanction such a principle by our manner of limiting 
the application of the exceeding great and precious 
promises of divine grace ? 

1 close this discourse with a few brief refleetions. 

1. We are now prepared for a distinct survey of the 
fi)undation on which the doctrine under consideration 
rests ; — a doctrine upheld by the declared provisions 
and promises of the gospel ; a doctrine sustained by 
the prayer of Christ as the Mediator of the new cov- 
enant, and by " the prayers of the saints," as dictated 
by him and by the spirit of grace ; a doctrine which 
so perfectly corresponds with what God requires of us 
as Christian&j and with all that inspired apostles and 
prophets taught and wrote upon the subject Upon 
what foundation does such a doctrine rest, but upon 
the "Rock of Ages"? 
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2l We see the reason of the aspect of living death 
-which the church now presents to the world It is 
simply this: She is in a state of unbelief .in respect 
to the nature and extent of the provisions and prom- 
ises of divine grace. - 

3. We see when it is that the church will realize, 
IB her own experience, the fulfilment of the promises 
of the new covenant. 1. When she fully becomes 
aware of the nature and extent of these promises. 
2. When the conditions are fulfilled by her on which 
the fulfilment of these promises rests, as recorded in 
Ezek. xxxvi. 37, ^'Thus saith the Lord God— I will 
yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to 
do this thing for them.'' When this is done, — and 
the time is near, I believe, when it will be done, — 
there will then exist upon earth ** a holy generation, 
a royal priesthood, and a peculiar people." 

4. Christian brother, suppose that in view of all 
the &cts, argum^its, and divine declciratio^s, which 
have now been spread before you, you should ap- 
proach your Redeemer with holy boldness, confidently 
expectmg that his << blood shall cleanse you from all 
sin" — "that the very God of peace shall sanctify you 
wholly, and preserve your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, blameless to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
.Christ '' — would that Redeemer, think you, frown you 
fit>m his presence, for having asked and expected 
more than he himself has authorized you to ask and 
expect ? On the other hand, should you refiise to 
"open your mouth thus Tfride," would he not charge 
it to your unbelief, and would he not marvel at that 
unbelief? 



DISCOURSE III. 

OBJECTIOr^S ANSWtJftED. . 

'' Nicodemus answered, aad said • unto him, How caa these 
things be T ' 

i* Jesus answered, and' said unto him> Art thou a master of Is- 
rael; and knowe^t npt these things ? ^*-^John iiL 9, 10.  

The eyidenQe p$ which the attainableness of a state, 
of entire sancti^cation in this life is sustained, is now,'- 
to some extent, before* the reader's niind, ad the s^ib- 
ject presents itself to my. own. ' • Notwithwta.nding thie • 
abmidance and force of, the evidence, some may still 
be disposed to* ask, How can these things be ? Are 
there not many passages of Scripture which positive-' 
ly contradict ithis doctrine?, and are there not many 
fundaznental objections against it ? To a considerar \ 
tion of such piassages. ajid objections, the attention of . 
the reader is now invited; 

L We will first consider the objection3 drawn from 
Scriptm*. 

I begin with Romans viL.14-rr.25. (The reader is 
referred tp the Bible,' as the passage is too lobg jto'be 
quoted entire.) The bearing of thi^ passage upon thei 
doctrine under. consideration, depends upbn the ques^ 
tibn whether the apostle is here describing the state of 
the Christian under the gospel, or. of the sinnear under 
the law, and acted upon by legal motives only. In 
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fiiYor of the first supposition, two, -aad only two con- 
siderations deserving notice, have, to my knowledge, 
\>een adduced. 

1. The present tense is here used, "I am carn&l," 
&c. ; showing, it is said, that the apostle is describing 
his present character as a Christian. In answer to 
this, I remark, 1st That it is perfectly ccmunon for 
the sacred writers to use this . tense in describing not 
only past but future events. 2d. The present tensQ 
was demanded in this instance, inasmuch* as the de- 
sign of the apostie is to describe his own, and the 
state of every other person, under the exclusive action 
of legal motives, in opposition to their state under the 
gospeL Under the former, he says, ^ I am" (and of 
course every other man is) << carnal, sold [a bond 
slave] under sin." Under the latter, chap. viii. 2, " 1 
am free from the law of sin and death." Thus said 
Whitefield, as a drunkard was reeling before htm, 
** There is George Whitefield, but for the grace of 
God." Supposing the apostle here to be describing 
his state as a sinner under the law, the present tense 
js demanded just as much as if he were describing 
his state as a Christian. 

2. The language used by the apostle in this pas- 
sage, it is said, is applicable to the Christian only. 
For example, "I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man." "That which I do, I allow not." 
** What I hate, that I do," &c. To this I answer — . 

1st. That language equally strong is applied to the 
sinner in other parts of the Bible. Ezek. xxxiii. 32, 
" And lo ! thou art unto them as a very lovely song 
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well 
on an instrument ; for they hear thy words, but they 
5* • 
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do them' not." blu IviiL 2, 'fYet ye seek tne' daily, 
and delight to . know loy ways, as a ndtion that, did 
rightepusness, and forsook, not the ordmaaces of 
their God: they ask of ilie the ordinances of jus* 
tice; lliey take delight in -..approaching to God." 
John V. 85, << He was a burning and a shining li^bt ; 
and ye were, willing, for a seiispn, to rejoice in 
his light" Rom.. iL 17, 18, "Behold, thoii art 
^Milled a Jew, and r^stest in the law, and makest 
thy boast of God, and knowest his will, and appiw- . 
est the things that are more excellent, being instruct* 
ed out of the law." Many other passages, of sinrolar 
import might be cited. With what propriety, I aekj 
can the language nsed in Rom. -rii be cited as f>roo^ . 
that the sinaer cannot there be referred to, wh'eQ 
language equally strong is so frequently applied to 
him in other parts of the Bible ? 

2d. Precisely similar language was at this time in 
common use among the heathen, and by them applied 
to men as sinners. «He that sins," says one^ ."does ' 
not what he' woUld ; but what he would not, tl^at he- 
does." " I see the good," says another, " and approve 
it, biit follow the bad." " 1 have forgotten none of 
the things about which you aditoonished me, but, 
although I have a desire to do. them, nature struggles 
against it" «1 knew that it was becoming; but, me 
miserable ! I could not do it" Such is. the language, 
common with those very heathen converts to whom 
the apostle was writing, and applied by them to sini 
ners as such. On what principle, I ask, is it asserted, 
that they would understand this language, in opposi- 
tion to all previous usag-e, oJs applicable to the Chris- 
tian only. 



OBJEGI^IONS ANSWERED* 55 

• .. •  • 

We wiU now consider a few of the reasons in favor . 
of the BUjppo^tiOn that tlie sinner under the jactipn, 
of legal influences, and not the Christian und^r the 
gospel, IS the sujbject of the apostLd'? re^iarks i^ tl](is 
passage. .'■'"• ^ .  -^ '.'-^ " 

1. It was SO understood by the entire, primitive 
ehurch for the first two or three centuries after the 
epistle, was written. 'This, none, 1 believei aQquaint-. 
ed with the records of the primitive ehurch will 
deny. Di4 the entire, churchy who received* the 
passage directly from the apostle, mistake his 
meamng? 

3. '.The supposition that the Christian is here re- ' 
ferred to, places what the apostle says. of himself,^. as 
a Christian, in this passage and elsewhere, in palpa- 
.ble apd .irreconcilable contradiction to each other. 
!ln-the state here described, the ^apostle sayis of him- 
self^ ^I am carnal, sold under sin," that is, a bond- 
slave under the power of sin, as the slave is. under 
the absolufe control of his master. We might here 
ask,. Is this the Christian ? Again, ^ THe good thjGit 1 
would," i. e., approve, *< I do not, but the evil that I would 
not," L e., disapprove, "that I do." "I find,«then, a 
law," an invariable order of- sequence, — for such 
only is law, — *'that when I would do good, evil is 
present with me." Speaking of himself as d Christian, 
the apostle Slays, ^ I keep my body under, and bring it 
into subjection.'! Again, " The life that I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of Grod." Are 
these states compatible ? Are they one and' the 
same? Again, the Christian .is represented in the 
Bible as "overcoming the world." The individual 
here referred to is invariably overcome by the world. 
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Are these characters identical? — Again, in the state 
here described, the apostle declares himself to be in 
<< captivity to the law of sin and death." In chap. 
viii. 2, he says, that as a Christian he is free firom 
that very law. How can an individual be a captive 
under a law, and free from that law, at one and the 
same time ? Once more : In the state here referred 
to, the apostle says, ^ I am camaL" In chap. viiL 9, he 
declares absolutely, that every real Christian is ^ not 
in the fl'esh," that is, feamal, ^but in the spirit." 
How can these states be identical ? 

3. If the apostle has described the condition of the 
Christian under the gospel, in the passage under con- 
sideration, he has defeated his own object, by show- 
ing that the gospel is equally impotent with the law 
in producing holiness of heart, the opposite of which 
he designed to show^ The law convicts of sin, and 
th^n leaves the subject in bondage under sin* What 
more does the gospel, if the Christian, also, is " carnal, 
sold under sin " ? • 

Well might the Jew ask, in view of such a pres- 
entation of the power of the gospel. What advan- 
tage hath the Christian, and what profit is there in 
faith in Christ, as far as holiness is concerned ? Do 
the "motions of sin, which are by the law, work in 
my members to bring forth fruit unto death"? So 
is the Christian, by the same influence precisely, 
" brought into captivity to the law of sin, which is Id 
his members." Am I in the flesh ? — The Christian, 
also, is " carnal." Ami in bondage, under the power 
of sin ? — ^The Christian, also, is a bond slave, " sold 
under sin." Do I "approve of the things which are 
more excellent," and delight to know God and the 
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**ordiniiiides of rightepusiieiB^'' «iid at the saxhe tilne . 
remain in a state •of disobedience to: God? This 
Christian, aliio, ^delightis in the law of the 'Lord,.after 
the inward man/' >rithout obeying that law. . *^ The 
good that .he wotdd heVdoes not; but the evil that, he 
would nbt^ that He does," How eould ]the apostle, by ' 
such a.irain of reasoning as thi^ convince the Jewy 
that ih. depending lipon the law for amxiificaHan as 
well as for.jiystificatien, he was as a Binner leaning 
upon a broken reed? aiid:that the goiapel ^oiie not 
billy jtiMus but ionctjfiea, the sinner ? 

4. l^e (ApoBtle^'in.the passage be^ifre us, declares 
expressly that he: refers to Ms state as. a sinner. ^ ^'In 
me,. that is, in niy- flesh," that is, m niy carnal^ iin-' 
renewed state, ^ dwelleth no good thiiig.?. • 

5^ The. individual hem described is, by the lipOstleV 
own showing, totally, (depraved. Notwithstanding all 
the oppoedtion 'whi(5h the law of God. and the Hif of . 
his mind make to sin, he invariably practises it, dnaQ 
occasions and under all ^ir/cumstances. If si|ch a 
state does not indicate the entire absence of holiness, 
nothing can do it The whole matter is summed up . 
by the apostle Jn verse 25. — ." So, then, with the mind 
I myself serve the law of Ood i but With the fle^' the * 
law of sin:" Tha^ is,, in tfaie limguage of Professor 
Stuart, ^' While my mind^ L e., my rea^n and cod- 
seience,.ta)s:es part with the law of God, and approves 
. its sanctions, my carnal part obtains the predt>minance, 
and brings me into a state of condemnation and ruin.'.' 
For a full and comj^lete illustratien of the meaning 
of the entire passage; the reader is referred to the 
commentary of Professor Stuart, 
I conclude, (hen, that this chapter, as it refers to 
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another subject, has nothing to do with the questfoik 
whether entire holiness is attainable in this life* 

Gal. V. 17, ^ For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit^ 
and the Spirit against the flesh ; and these are contrary 
one to the othei:, so diat ye cannot do the thing's thaX 
ye would." The apostle here gives the reason for the 
declaration found in^e verse preceding — '< Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.^ 
The reason assigned is this. The dictates of the flesh 
and of the Spirit are in contradiction* the one to the 
other. Obedience to one excludes subjection to the 
other. Hence, if we " walk in the Spirit," we " cannot 
do the things that we would," L e., ^fulM the lusts of 
the fle^" Strange that ^m objection to the doctrine 
of holiness should be drawn firom this passage^ which, 
when rightly understood, directly asserts the doctrine ; 
unless the ground is taken that obedience to the 
command, << Walk in the Spirit," is impracticable. 

The common explanation of the passage makes 
the apostle assign the strange reason for the declara- 
tion, << Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh," that as the flesh and Spirit are 
contrary the one to the other, the Christian cannot 
do the things that he would, L e., cannot walk in the 
Spirit 

Phil. iii. 12, ''Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect" On this passage I 
remark, 1st From a comparison of this passage with 
the phrase in verse 15, << Let us therefore, as many as 
be perfect," it is evident the apostle considered 
himself in one sense perfect, and in another imperfect 
Whyj then, is the inference directly drawn that, in 
verse 1/2, he afiirms his imperfection in holiness, when 
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the opposite conclusion is as fully sustained by verse 
15 ? But, 2d. The apostle, as is perfectly evident 
firom the context, is not here speaking of sanctification 
at. all. There are three senses, somewhat differing 
the one from the other, in which the verb, here 
Tendered perfect, as well as the adjective from which 
It is derived, are used in the Bible — 1. To designate 
moral perfection, or entire sanctification in hoHness, 
as in Mat v. 48, ''Be ye therefore perfect" 2. M(p- 
twihf in Christian knowledge and virtue, 1 Cor. iL 6, 
** We speak vnsdom to them that are perfect" 3, Ex- 
altation to a state of reward or happiness in a futiu^ 
world, in consequence of a life of devotion to the 
divine service in the present world. Thus, in Heb. iL 
10, Christ, as the Captain of ouk salvation, is said to 
have been made ''perfect," that is, advanced to a state 
of glory, "through [or on account of] sufierings." 
^ Among the Greeks," says Professor Stuart, speaking 
upon the passage last referred to, " this verb was em- 
ployed to designate the condition of those who, having 
run in the stadium, and proved to be victorious in the 
contest, were proclaimed as success&l combatants, 
and had the honors and rewards of victory bestowed 
upon them." Such persons were said to be perfect, 
or to have been perfected. Now, that the apostle 
uses the term " perfect " in this last sense exclusively, in 
Phi]. iiL 12, is demonstrably evident from the fact 
that he was writing to Greeks, and uses it with refer- 
ence to the very custom, in reference to which they 
had been accustomed to use the term in this one sense 
only. He represented himself as running in a race ; 
but not as yet being "perfect ;" that is, as not having 
been advanced to a state of glory in consequence of 
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havhig victorioiidy finished hk? coipne. It is, tben, ib 
reference to having finished his course and received 
the consequent rewards, 'and not in reference to moral 
perfection, that the apostle uses the term "perfect" 
in the passage under consideration. This the apostle 
Idmself directly affirms He uses the phrases- "not 
as though I had already attained, eiUier were already 
perfect" and "I count not myself to have apprehend- 
ed," -with express reference, hot to present holiness 
at all, hut with exclusive respect to the " resuirection 
of the dead,^ and "the prize of the high calliiig of 
Ged in Christ Jesus," L e., to the glory aud blessedness 
consequent on having victoriously finished his Chris- 
tian race. Hence Professor. RoUnson, Hi his Lexicon 
on the New Testament, thus -explains the phrase 
" either were already perfect" — " Not as though I thad 
already completed my course and ai^riived at the goal, * 
BO as.'to receive the prize." lA respect to holiness, an 
itiidividual who is running the Christian race is perfect, 
who puts forth his entire ener^es'in that course. ' fii 
respect to a state of glory and blessedness, h6 is per-, 
feet when, and only when, he has finished his course 
and received the consequent rewardr It is with ex- 
clusive reference te the latter,- and not to the former, 
that the apostle affirms,* that be had not "attained, 
and was not perfect." The passage, then, has no 
reference at all to the question, whefther perfection in 
hoBness is attainable in this life. 

1 John i. 8, "If We say that wiB have 'no sin, we . 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." . The 
phrase " have no sin" may relate to our- present or to 
our past character. Thus, when a man says, "1 
am' a sinner," he may mean, I am now actually sin- 
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iiiiig, or I'h&Ye sinned, and on that account sustain 
the character of a sinner, in which sense dees the 
apostle here iiSe.the phrase **l£ we say we hare no 
0in ** ? Does he refer to our character in view of what 
we are now doing, or of what we have done in piast 
time ? /To the latter, I argue, for the' following 
reasons: — . " " ! 

1st The denial here spoken of stands opposed to 
the phrase *^ oonfesshig our sins,^ in the foUowing 
verse. .Confession relates to past, and not to present 
sin ; it being absolutely impossible for a person to 
Goftunit h sin, rex>ent of it, and confess it; at one and 
the -same monient ; which must be the case if confes- 
sion relates to sins which we are now committing. 

^ In verselO, the apostle repeats the thought con- 
tained in the phrase under consideration, in a manner 
which leaves no doubt in respect to his meaning — ''If 
we say we have not sinned, we make him a fiar." 
This declaration is added, to give emphasis to the 
affirmation, ' " ff we say we- have no sin, we* deceive 
Ourselves," and"* is only another fimnof stating the 
same thing. . 

3d. The' context plainly shows, that '.the apostle 
is speaking of another thiilg,- altogether; than the 
question, whether a man ever attains to a state of 
entire holiness in this life. In the verse preceding, 
he says,- " If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one v^di another, and the blood 
of Jesus 'Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.** 
He: then adds, ** If we say we have no sin," • [to be 
cleansed from,- to be forgiven,] that is, if we deny our 
heed of the redemption, of Gluist, « we deceive our- 
selves, knd the truth iff not in us." Now> what class of 
6. 
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persons existed at the time, to whom this, declaration 
was applicable ? I answer, It was the unconverted 
Jew, who maintained, that in consequence of his 
obedience to the law, he was free from all sin, and did 
not need the redemption of Christ Such persons 
the apostle addresses by saying. If we deny our need 
of Christ's redemption, by affirming our freedom from 
sin, we deceive ourselves ; and not only so, by saying 
that ^ we l^ive not simied," i. e^ affirming that << w^e 
have no sin," we also make God a liar. The passage, 
then, refers exclusively to sinners who deny their 
need of Christ's redemption, by saying that they 
<<have not sinned," and not to such men as John 
Wesley and James B. Taylor, who believed, that, by 
the grace of Christ applied to *< cleanse them from 
all sin," they had *<been made perfect in love." To 
be made thus perfect, is what we are here taught to 
expect, as the consequence of << walking in tlie light," 
and << confessing our sins." The passage, then, instead 
of contradicting t)ie doctrine under consideration, 
when rightly explained, altogether fiivors the doctrine. 
What else can be the meaning of the declarations, 
^ If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin " ? Also, ** If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all uzurighteousness "? 
James iiL2, **ln many things we offend all." Here 
it is said, we have the positive testimony of inspira- 
tion, that in many respects all Christians sin. If so, 
the doctrine under consideration must be given up 
of course. But what is the meaning of the above 
declaration ? To answer this, it is necessary to ex- 
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plain the verse preceding. <*My brethren, be not 
many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 
^eater condemnation." The term << masters" may 
mean, simply, religious teachers, or it may mean 
slanderers, or critics on the manners and morals of 
others. The Greeks and Romans, as Calvin remarks, 
in speaking upon the term, <<were at that time 
accustomed to call persons of the class last men- 
tioned, masters, because they set themselves up as 
masters in morala" ' In this sense, not only Calvin, 
but Schleusner explains the term. ~ It is used in the 
same sense as the term <* judge " is in Matt viL 1, the 
same identical sin being prohibited in the phrase 
*< judge not," as in the prohibition **Be not many 
masters." That the term << masters" is to be under- 
stood in this passage, in this sense, as designating, not 
religious teachers, but slanderers, or critics on the 
manners of others, I argue, 1st From the &ct, that 
the abuse of the tongue is the exclusive subject of 
discourse in the whole passage virith which the term 
is connected. 2d: The apostle declares, absolutely, 
that, if we are << masters," we shall receive greater con- 
demnation, which is only conditionally true of reli- 
gious teachers, that is,,, if they sin. The apostle, as 
Calvin observes, forbids << that there should be many 
masters," because many are every where disposed 
to rush into this business. Understanding the term 
« roasters," here in this, its true sense, the declaration 
<<in many things we offend all," may be readily 
explained. — It contains the reason why << w^ shall," 
if we are "masters," "receive the greater condemna- 
tion." The reason is this — as masters, "we all 
ofiend in many things," that is, are great ofienders. 
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The term *^poUa^ here reiidered "xxumy things,'? if 
often used adverbially in the Bible, as «zplain«d 
above. Thud the apostle says, << I wept fnucL" Again, 
^ ^e airmUy charged them," L e^ earnestly* ^And he 
besought hhXk mudu^ *^ I greaJUy desired him to come 
to you." In all these passages^ the term rendered 
« many things,*^ m the passage under consideration^ is 
used. Now, when.tbp -apostle days, that ^we all 
offend greatly," or are aggravated ofiendeiSi he does 
nptai^rm this of us alias CfamtmtuP; buias mastera; 
just as in the phrase .'^ we shall, xeeeive greater cdn- 
deimiation," he affirms tliat as- f^^ers, aud not as 
(/hristiaiis^ w:e shall be' thus condemned. If we ar$ 
m^stefTS, we are to receive greate/ condemnation^ be- 
cause we then are aggra^aied ojftnd/tts — the billy rea« 
son conceivable why we should be thtis condenmed. 
The common explanatioixof the passage makes the 
apQstle rciuler the strangest reason. couceiYable ibr 
the fact tl^at masteri^ ^<will receive the. greater con- 
deiiUiation," to wit, that.aR.men sin in many things. 
Hpw doe^. tlie fact, that a[li men :sin in many thingSy 
prove, that those who are guilty of particular -sins 
shall receive severer.punishment than pthers ? Or that . 
reli]gious teachers even, if they sihi will be thui^ pun- 
ished ? Suppose a .person should reason in* a similar 
manner in reject to any other erime — murder, for. 
ex^mple^ >AiUrae& sin in many thibgs,— ^tberefbre 

the murderer shdl I receive .the greater -cohdenmft>^' 

• .• • •  • .  ^'_ 

tion.'? This woiild be. just as reasonable; iois iii refer- 
ence to <he i^jufi 6f evil speaking, or the ;sins of reli«< 
gious teachers. Further, according to the commQH' 
explanatioi^o^the pasjtoge, << masters'' are to be.{)un-« 
islied mpre.than thciy deserve; Two itoen, we will 
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suppose, commit to-day the same sin. One imme- 
diately dies without repentance. The other sub- 
sequently becomes a <* master," or slanderer. The 
former, according to the Bible, will be punished for 
that sin, all that it deserves. The latter, according to 
the present explanation of the passage, is, for that 
identical sin, to receive still ^ greater condenmation,'' 
L e., to receive greater punishment than the sin de- 
serves. The meaning of the passage, together with 
the context, may be thus expressed : Do not multitudes 
of you, my brethren, be "masters" or slanderers, 
if we are, we shall receive greater condenmation ; 
because, in that case, we all offend in many things, 
that is, are aggravated offenders. On the other hand, 
** if any man offend not in word, the. same is a per- 
fect man." The object of the apostle is, to contrast 
our character and prospects as " masters," with our 
stat» when our tongue is subject to the law of love. 
In the former case we are to " receive greater con- 
demnation," because we are then all of us great 
offenders. In the latter, we are perfect Nothing, 
then, was farther from the intention of the sacred 
writer, than the design of denying the doctrine of 
holiness, as maintained in these discourses. 

Matt vi. 12, "And forgive our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors." From the fact, that this petition is 
found in the Lord's prayer, it is argued, that Chris- 
tians will always have sins to confess, or will never 
an'ive at a state of perfect holiness in this life. This 
principle, if admitted, would prove that the kingdom 
of God will never come, and that the Christian will 
never be in a state in this life in which he will not be 
subject to injuries from others. The time will arrive, 
6* 
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when thje Jdngdom, <^ CM ^^nU Jbave pome^ aiid 
^they will Qot hurt nor .destroy in all God's lioly 
mountain." ^tthattimethe-abpYe petitions will be 
inappropriate; because the prayers of all the saiats in 
this respect will have been fiilly answered. So of 
the petition \mder consideration. The Savior saysi 
"After this maiwer, pray.ye;" that is, if ye liave^ 
among* other ^things, sins to confess, confess |heni in 
this mannen It w^s no part of his design to affirm 
or deny that we shall ever be in a state- hi which our 
*♦ heart wifl not condemn us." . 

Heb. xiL.6, " Wh(»n the Lord IpVeth he chtistenetb^- 
and iscourgeth eyery son whom he receiyeth." Prom 
the fact, that all Christians inre. chastened of 'God, it 
ifil inferred, th$it they never l)econie perfect in holiness 
in this life'; because they wpolj not tiben need chas- 
tiserpent I reply,, thiax'the o^e of the earthly parent, 
. cited by ihb apostle to illustmte hiib meaninj^prpyes 
precisely the opposite of what the objection supposes. 
An earthly parent induces obe^ence in his chiM 
by the rod;- but the rod, properly applied, bnngs the 
child into a state inyirhich the rod is no more neede<L 

 • • • * .  

So pf the. rod in the ' hand 'of our heavenly Father. 
Its object is to render us "partakers of his holiness." 
Till tliis end is accomplished, the rod will be used. 
When this ^nd is accomplished, it will np longer be 
needed. That, the Christian will never come iutit^ 
tl>is state in this lifcj. it was no part of the apostle's 
object to affirm. .. * :• 

* These are all the passages ' that I have met with 
from the New Testament, which have been supposed 
to. deny the doctriiie. under consideration. : A very 
few. passing remarks are called for, upon certain pas-. 
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sages m the Old Tiestamenti wMch are comiQonlj i 

ftddaced for tjie samQobjco^ as^ the passages noticed 
aH^oye. T:vKO pretijaiiaary. obsery^Ltious are deemed 
•requisite to a correct dnderstaiiding of. these passage^ 
in respect to the subject before ua. :. 

1. Whatever is ^id pf . the character of saints, un- 
der the old dispetisatiou, cannot be applied to Chris- 
tians .under the new, unless such application was 
ixianifestly intended by the sacred writer. The ancient 
saints, we are to]d,/'j:i^ceived not the promises, God 
having reserved some better things for us, that they 
without us should hot be made. {Perfect." 

2. .When the sacred writers would express a fact 
which is true of the .majority of men, though QOt of 
every individual^ they make use, in most instances^ of 

. liniyersal terms. • 

: pile exaniple will illtistrate both Of the above princi- 
ples. Jer. i^ 4, " Take ye heed every one of his neigh- 
bor, and trust ye not in any brother ; fi>r every brother 
will utterly supplant, and every neighbor' will walk yv'ith 
. siilnders.'^ Who. supposed that this passage is appli- 
cable to all Chri6tians,pr even to real Sjaints^ at the time 
the prophet wrote, — 'to the prophet himself forex< 
ample. Now, in the light of this example, let us con* 
template two similar passages. £ccl. viL 20, " For 
there is not a just man on eardi that doeth good and 
sinneth not," On this passag<e I remark, 1. If it is 
to be understood in ax) unlimited sense, no reason can 
be assigned why it should be applied to Christians in 
the full posse^^ion of the -blessings of the new cove- 
nant It was. made with reference to men in the state 
thenpresent, and not with reference to their condi- 
tion under an entirely difierent dispensation. 2. The 
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context shows that it is only in a general, and not in 
an unlimited sense, that this passage is to be under- 
stood. In the verse preceding, the writer says, " Wis- 
dom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty 
men that are in the city." We are here exhorted to 
use prudence in our transactions with men. The 
reason is then assigned — ^' There is not a just man 
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not;" L e., in 
all your transactions with men, act upon the pruden- 
tial maxim, that no man can be trusted. As a pru- 
dential maxim, the declaration under consideration is 
true, — true not in a universal, but general sense ; just 
as the declaration of the prophet, above cited, is true 
in a similar sense. In this sense only, each of the 
writers under consideration evidently designed to be 
understood. 

Again, Prov. xx. 9, "Who can say, I have made my 
heart clean ; I am pure from my sin ? " The first re- 
mark upon the passage last cited, is equally applicable 
to this. The true meaning of this passage, however, 
is, in my judgment, generally overlooked. The design 
of the sacred vmter, as I suppose, is this ; to ask the 
question, " Who, in looking over his past life, can deny 
the fact that he is a sinner, and is clear from all the 
sin charged upon him ? " When an individual, in the 
language of the Bible, would affirm his innocency of 
any crime, or sin, he was accustomed to affirm that 
he "had cleansed his hands," or "washed them in in- 
nocency;" i. e., had kept himself pure. So of the 
sacred writer, in the passage before us. — "Who can 
say, I have made my heart clean ; I am pure from my 
sin ;" L e., Who can say, I have preserved my heart 
free from all sin, and my hands from all the iniquity 
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that may be ]ud to my charge ? * This question i? asked 
-with reference to the .entire past life, and not with ref- 
erence to the fact whether ax\y individual does at any 
period of li&, attain to a, state of entire san.ctifica- 

tion. ^ •■■■,"■■'•.■•. :. 

Jobix. 20, «If I say, I. am perfect, that. also will 
prove me perverse.'* How does this declaration, which 
Job applies to. himself and to no dther person, prove 
that «ii other saints, and Christians, even, are imper- 
fecit, any more than the Jconfesisipn of David proves 
that all are. guilty of adultery ? The inference is just 
as legitimate in one case as in. the other. 

IKings viii. 46, ** If they sinagainstthee^ (for there 
is no' man th^t sinneth not") This passage^ if rightly 
translated, simply aiSrms, that all men do, at son>e pe- 
riod of their )iv<38, sin, and not that no man, at any pe-. 
nod arrives at a state of entire hoUnefs. . Thi^. former, 
. BXid not the latter, is the thought that would naturally 
suggest itself to thei^ea,ker^underthe circumstances in 
which he was then placed. The following npte, irQzn 
th^ Cbmprehensive Bible, shows clearly, to. my mind, 
that a different r^derihg should have been given to 
the passage-: "The second clause of this verse, as it 
1$ here translated, renders this supposition, in llie firsf 
clause, entirely nugatory J fordf there bjB no man that . 
sinneth not, it is useless .to .say, iff" they sin ; but this 
contraidiction 'is removed by rendering the eriginal,- 
<If they shall sin against thee, (for there i^ no man 
that may not sin; ') -i. e., there is no man impeccaible, 
or infallible ; none tha,t is not liable to sin.'^ lil the 
conjugation- in Which the. word is here fbund^ this is 
its appropriate meaning. 

The ' imperfection of good 'men^ whose lives are 
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recorded in Scripture, is also adduced to prove that 
perfection in holiness is impracticable in this life. 
In reply, I remark, that all that is recorded, is the 
simple fact, that such men were, at particular times, 
guilty of particular sins. How does this prove that, 
subsequently, they did not attain to perfection in 
holiness? How, for example, does the fact, that 
Paul disputed with Barnabas, the only sin — if it be a 
sin — of Paul's Christian life, I believe on record, — 
how does this fact, I say, prove, that, when Paul 
afterwards said, ^ The life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God,'' he vnis not 
in a state of entire sanctification ? 

Having noticed all the objections derived fix>m 
Scripture to the doctrine under consideration, it 
remains to notice some others arising from the 
supposed tendencies of the doctrine itsel£ 

L This doctrine, it is said, is, or in its legitimate 
tendencies, leads to, Perfectionism. If any individual 
will point out any thing intrinsic, in the doctrine here 
maintained, at all allied to that error, I, for one, will 
be among the first to abandon the position which I 
am now endeavoring to sustain. Perfectionism, 
technically so called, is, in my judgment, in the 
native and necessary tendencies of its principles, 
worse than the worst form of infidelity. The doc- 
trine of holiness, now under consideration, in all its 
essential features and elements, stands in direct 
opposition to Perfectionism. It has absolutely noth- 
ing in common with it, but a few terms derived 
from the Bible. 

1. Perfectionism, for example, in its fundamental 
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principles, is the abrogation of all law. The doc- 
trine of holiness, as here maintained, is perfect 
obedience to the precepts of the law. It is the 
« righteou^ess of the law fulfilled in us.^' 

2. In abrogating the moral law, as a rule of duty, 
Perfectionism abrogates all obligation of every kind,, 
and to all beings. The doctrine of holiness, as here 
maintained, contemplates the Christian as a <* debtor 
to all men,'' to the full extent of his capacities, and 
consists in a perfect discharge of all these obliga- 
tions — of every obligation to God and man, 

3. Perfectionism is a <<re8t" which suspends aU 
efforts and prayer, even, for the salvation of the 
world. The doctrine of holiness, as here main- 
tained, consists in such a sympathy with the love 
of Christ, as constrains the subject to consecrate 
his entire being to the glory of Christ, in the salva- 
tion of men. . 

, 4. Perfectionism substitutes the direct teaching of 
the Spirit, &lsely called, in the place of the ^ word." 
This expects such teachings only in the diUgent 
study of the word, and tries every doctrine by the 
** law and the testimony," — ^ the law and the testimo- 
ny," expounded in conformity with the legitimate 
laws of interpretation. 

5. Perfectionism surrenders up the soul to blind 
impulse, assuming, that every existing desire or 
impulse is caused by the direct agency of the Spirit, 
and therefore to be gratified. The doctrine of holi- 
ness, as here maintained, consists in the subjection 
of all our powers and propensities to the revealed 
will of God. 

6. Perfectionism abrogates the Sabbath, and all the 
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ordintoices of the gospel, and, in its legitimAte ten- 
dendes, even mafriage itselC The doctrine of boii- 
ness, aB here maintained, is a state of perfect mojrai 
purity, induced and perpetuated by a careful, obser- 
vance of all these ordinances, together -with subjec- 
tion to other influences of the gospel, received by 
faith. . . . • 

7i Perfectionism renders, in it^ fundamental prin- 
ciples, all perfection mi impossibility. I^ as this 
system maintains, the Christian is freed from all 
obligation, is bound by no law— m short, if there is 
no standard with which to, compare his actions, (and 
there is none,) if the moral law, as a rule of action, is 
abrogated, — moral perfection can no more be predica- 
ted of the Christian than 6f the horse, the ox, or the 
ass. The doctxine of holiness^ on the other hand, as 
here maintained, contemplates the 'moral law as t^e 
only rule And standard of the moral conduct, and 
consists in perfect conformity to tho precepts of 
this law. 

8. Perfectionism^ iij short, in its essential elements, 
id the perfection of licentiousness. The doctrine of 
holiness, as here maintained, is the perfect and per- 
petual harmony of the soul with " whatsoevet* things 
are true, whatsoeyei: things are honest," "just," 
^.pUre,*' <f lovely," arid of *'gbod report," and if there 
be any virtue, "and if thcire b^ any praise," with 
these things also, ' . • 

What agreement, then, has the doctrine of holihess, 
as hifere maintained, with Peifectionism ? The same 
that light has with darkness.; A, man might, with 
the simae propriety, affirm that 1 am. a Unitarian/ 
because I believe in one God, while I hang my whole 
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eternity upon the doctrine of the Trinity, as to affirm 
that I am a Perfectionist, because I hold the dpctrine 
of holiness as now presented. 

n. This doctrine, it is said, will lead to spiritual 
pride. ' I answer, J.. An individual holding the Ven- 
timent underconsideratibn, who has the true standard 
of holiness before his mind, and is conscious of coming 
"short of the glory of God," will be weighed down 
in deep humiliation and self-abasement, under the 
conviction that he not only is not what he ought to be,- 
but wlmt he might become. On the other hand, the 
man holding the common views will be greatly com- 
forted, under a consciousness of moral imperfection, 
with the thought that he, in common with holy Paul, 
and David, and Isaiah, and all tlie purest saints that 
ever lived^ through the "law in his members warring 
against the law of his mind, is in captivity unto the 
law of sin and death.** 2, Jf m individual should 
attain to a state of entire consecration to Christ, 
spiritual pride would, of course, be wholly excluded. 
I shall recur to tiiis subject again in a subsequent 
discoursed 

UL It is further objected, that the belief of this 
doctrine vrill lead individuals to suppose themselves 
perfect, when they are not, and thus leave them in 
delusions fearfully dangerous. ' 1 answer, 1. This v\riil 
not be the case, if, as remarked in a former discourse, 
the true standard of holiness be kept before the mind. 
2. If no doctrine is to be proclaimed which hypocrites 
will abuse, we must certainly find' some other doc- 

• 7 
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trine than this, that nojie are entirely sanctified in 
this life. 

IV. I have never yet seen any person that -was 
perfect I answer, 1. The reason may he, and I have 
no douht is, the unbelief of the church in respect to 
the nature and extent of the provisions and promises 
of divine grace. .2. If^ brother, your confidence i a the 
provisions and promises of divine grace is at all 
weakened, or your judgment of their nature and 
extent is at all influenced by the actual attainments 
of Christians at the present time, you ought to know 
that your faith rests upon " things seen," and not upon 
the word of God. Where is the authority for deter- 
mining the meaning of Grod's declarations by the, 
attainments of those who, by their unbelief, perhaps, 
are " making void the law of Grod " ? 3. The objec- 
tion under consideration lies with equal force against 
the divine declaration, that the ^ earth shall yet be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea." No such event has ever yet taken 
place. What should we think of the Christian, who, 
for this reason, should affirm that such an event never 
will take place ? The question before us is, not what 
Christia9S have attained, bqt what God has promised. 



REMARKS. 

1. The reader is now prepared to determine the 
iact, where the weight of evidence lies, in respect to 
the momentous (question, Is pe^ife^ticMi in holiness 
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attainable in this life ? On the one hand, we have a 
long array of divine declarations in respect to the 
provisions of the gospel and tlie design of the re- 
demption of Christ We have also a similar array 
of '^exceeding great and precious promises," the 
meaning of which cannot easily be misapprehended 
Jyy the honest inquirer after truth. In addition to all 
these, we have the express commands of Scripture 
addressed to us as Christians, together with the prayer 
of Christ, and of inspired men, who spake and prayed 
as they were "moved by the Holy Ghost," all bearing 
upon this one point On the other hand, we have a 
small number of passages, a careful analysis of which 
clearly shows to have no relevancy to the subject 
whatever — passages the most important of which 
(such, for example, as Rpm. vii», Gal. v. 17, Phil. iiL 12, 
and 1 John L 8) have long since been given up as 
proof texts upon this subject, by many, who deny the 
doctrine maintained in these discourses. Under sucb 
circumstances, how is it possible for us to doubt, not 
only where the weight of evidence, but where the 
truth lies ? 

2. Here, also, I may be permitted to allude to the 
manifest carelessness with which the church generally 
has made up her judgment upon the doctrine ^ under 
consideration, and to the necessity of a careful and 
prayerful reexamination of the whole subject In 
reading the works of the ablest divines upon this 
subject, I have been forcibly struck with their manner 
of treating it, as indicating the fact, that their opinions 
were formed, and their proof texts selected, almost 
at random, without reference to fundamental prin- 
ciples. How else can we account, for example, for 
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.the Strange phenomenon, that a declaration, iPirhich 
Job made with exclusive reference to himself has 
been so miiversally cited, as proof that the man i^ho 
embraces the Views maintained 'Ui these discourses is 
not only deceived, but shows himself, by the sentiment 
which he has embraced, to be perverse. How else 
can we account for the general adoption of the maxim, 
as if it were a revealed truth, that, if a man should 
become entirely sanctified, he would be taken directly 
to heaven, and not be permitted to live on earth a 
moment? Sin, or at least some degree of it, is re- 
^irded as an essential element of Christian character, 
as a life-preserver, notwithstanding the divuie decla- 
ration, that "he that would love life, and see good 
days, must refrain his tongue fix)m evil, and his- lips 
that they speak no guile," and that implicHt obedience 
to all God's commandments is the only surety for long 
life. 

3. Permit me, in conclusion, to allude to the state 
of mind necessary to a correct investigation of this 
subject. It is a supreme and ardent - desire eJker 
holiness, and a knowledge of the means of attaining 
it "IT thine eye be single, thy whole body shall^ be 
full of light" Without this state of mind, we are 
unprepared, not only for this, but for every inquiry in 
respect to the Scriptures. 

Reader, is this your state ? Is the inquiry after 
the way of holiness the great and absorbing inquiry 
of your heart? "Blessed are they.thiat hunger and 
thirst after righteousness ; for they- shall be filled.** 



DISCOURSE IV. 



THE NEW COVENANT. 

** Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, whea I will make~ a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah ; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, 
in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the 
hand of Egypt 5 because they continued not in my covenant, and 
I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Iftrael, after those days, saitli 
the Lord 5- 1 will put my laws into their mind, and write them 'in 
their hearts, and wiN be to them a God^ and they shdl be to me 
a people 3 and they shall not teach every man his neighbor, and 
every m^ his brother, saying. Know the Lord} for all shall 
know me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities, will I 
remember no more. In that he saith, a new covenant, he hath 
made the first old." — Heb. viii. 8 — 13. ^ 

. ''And to Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenants" -*-f/e6. 
Kii. 24. 

The great difSculty^ which a vast majority of 
Christians feel, in respect to holy living, is the want 
of the constant presence and influence of a filial, 
affectionate, confiding, and obedient spirit towards 
God, — a spirit which perpetually cries, Abba, 
Father, and consists in the spontaneous flow of the 
heart's purest and best aflections towards Christ If the 
mind could always be in this state, how easy it would 
lie to avoid all sin, and perfectly to obey all the divine 
7* 
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requisMoiis! This spirit Christians often resolve to 
cheridi. They find their resolutions, however, wholly 
inefficient to move the heart. To remedy the xiiffi- 
culty, they itesort to their Bibles and to prayer, and 
renew their resolutions .with increasing eamestnesa 
Still the heart remains comparatively unmoved ; and 
whatever effect is produced by such means, very soon, 
passes away, "like the morning cloud," leaving' in 
the heart the same "aching void", as before. Ncrw, 
while the Christian is thus "resoliong, and re-resolv- 
ing," and constantly sliding back to the cheerless 
state fi-om which he started, while, in spite of bis 
efforts, he is perpetually sinking deeper and deeper 
in the "mire and deep waters," suppose the Divine 
Redeemer should pass along, and say to his weaiy 
and desponding disciple, If you wiU at once cease 
fi-om all these vain efforts, and yield yourself up to 
my control, relying with .implicit confidence in my 
ability and faithfulness, I will enter into a covenant 
with you, that I will, myself, shed abroad in your 
heart that "perfect love which casteth out all fear," 
that filial and affectionate spirit which you have 
vainly endeavored to induce in your own mind. 1 
will so. present the truth to your apprehension, that 
your heart's purest and best affections shall constant- 
ly and spontaneously flow out toward me. I will 
Secure you in a state of perfect and perpetual obedi- 
ence to every command of Gbd, and in the fill! and 
constant firuition of his presence and love. All this 
1 wUl do in perfect consistency with the full, and 
fi^e, and uninterrupted exercise of your own vqlun- 
^tary agency." Such a message would be to the 
believer, " afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
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comfiMt^df" as lile from the dead. This, Christum, 
is precisely what the Lord Jesus C]^st offers to do 
for you, as the Mediator of the new covezuiiit With 
the Psahnist you can say, *^ 1 will run in the way of 
thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my 
heart." Christ is now ready thus to enlarge your 
hef^rt, that, under the spontaneous flow of pure and 
perfect love, you may do the whole will of God.. 
Till your &ith is &stened upon Chnst, as the life 
and light of the soul, as the << quickening spirit,*' 
who alone is able to breathe into your heart the 
breath of spiritual life, all your efforts after holiness 
will be vain. . 

My object, in the present discourse, is to present to 
your contemplation and fiuth this new covenant, and 
Christ as the Mediator of this covenant In illustra* 
ting this subject, the attention of the reader is invited 
to a consideration of th^ following pifopositions: — 

L The nature of the new covenant, as distinguished 
from the .first, or the old covenant 

n. The relation of these two covenants. 

III.«The object' of Christ in the provisions of 
divine grace. • • « . 

•IV^ The conditions on which he will flilfil in us 
what, he has promised as the Mediator of the new 
covenant 

L llie nature of the new .covenant, as distin- 

* 

gui^hed from the first, or the old covenant 

The old covenant, as was shown in a preceding 
discourse, is the moral law, the covenant originally 
made with Adam, re-announced at Mount Sinai, and 
which now exists between God and all unfallen spirits. 
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The new covenant, on the other hand, is the 
covenant of grace, obscurely disclosed to our first 
parents, in the promise, *^ The seed of the 'wonian 
shall bruise the serpent's head," more distinctly 
unfolded in the promise to Abraham, and brought 
out in all its fiilness in the new dispensation. Ai 
the Mediator of this covenant, Christ, as cdio-wn in 
the text, and in a preceding discourse, promises to 
believers, on condition of their fiiith in him, the fol- 
lowing blessings — 1. A confirmed state of pure and 
perfect holiness, such as is required by the moral law. 

2. The full pardon of all sin, or entire justification. 

3. The perpetual fi'uition of the divine presence 
and favor. 4. The Consequent universal prevalence 
of the gospeL Such are the << riches of the glory of 
Chrisf s inheritance in the saints." Such is the ** com- 
pleteness of the saints in him," as the Mediator of the 
new covenant We vnll now, 

n.* Consider the relations of these two covenants. 
This subject was alluded to in a preceding discourse. 
My ol^ect now is, to present the whole subject with 
greater distinctness and fiilness than I then could 
do for the want of space. I remark — 

1. As then observed, the same standard of char- 
acter, perfect holiness, is common to each of these 
covenants. 

2. In the first covenant, holiness is required of the 
creature, in the new covenant, the same thing is 
promised to the believer. 

* Most of the distinctions here made between the two cove- 
nants were suggested to my mind by my beloved associate, Rev. 
C. G* Finney. 
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3. The condition on widch the blessings prbmised 
under the first covenant, are secured, is, Do and lire. 
^ Moses describeth the righteousness which is of .the 
law, that the man that doeth these things shall live 
by them.'? The condition of the new covenant is, 
Believe and live. '^ Now, the just shall live by faith." 
^But the righteousness which is of fidth speaketh 
on this wise : Say not in thine heart. Who shall as- 
cend into heaven ? (that is, to bring Christ down firom 
above ;) or. Who shall descend into the . deep ? (that 
is^ to bring Hp Christ again firom the dead.) But what 
saith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart ; that is, the word of fmth which we 
preach. That, if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thy heart that 
6od hath raised him fit)m* the dead, thou shalt be saved: 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salva^ 
tion." 

4 'The *' surety" of the 'first covenant is the crea-* 
ture himsel£ The <^ surety" of the new covenant is 
tJhrist. In other words, the salvation of a creature 
uhder^the former depends upon the faithfulness of 
the creature him8el£ The salvation of a cretfture 
under the latter depends upon the faithfulness of 
Christ Hence Christ is said,' Heb. v. 23, to have 
been <<made a surety of a better testament," [cove- 
nant] In Heb. vni. 6, as the Jilediator. of the new 
covenant, Christ is also declared to be the << Media- 
tor of a better covenant, which was established upon 
better promises." 

5. The first covenant is adapted to the condition 
of creatures only who have nevpr sinned. [The new 
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covenant is adapted, by infinite wisdom and love, 
to the condition of sinners involved in infinite ^uil^ 
and hopelessly lost, as fiir as any effints of their oym 
are concerned, under the power of sin. 

6. The exclusive influence of the first covenant 
upon sinners is to increase their guilt and aggravate 
their depravity. The new covenant redeems these 
very sinners firom the curse of the law, and ** delivers 
them firom the bondage of corruption into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God." Hence the first 
covenant is said to << gender to bondage ;" L e., sinners 
under its influence are left in hopeless bondage, 
under the power of sin ; while all who are under the 
full influence of the new covenant, are fi^e, L e., are 
delivered from the power of sin, and introduced into 
a state of purity and blessedness, GaL iv. ftS — 2^ 

« For these are the two covenants; the one fix>m the 
Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage', which is 
Agar. For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children. But Jerusalem, which is 
above, is fi'ee, which is the mother of us all." 

7. The firsts covenant is a dispensation of justice. 
The new is a dispensation of mercy, under the influ- 
epce of which the sinner is brought to the << blood of 
sprinkling which speaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel." The former influences the subject 
by commands and prohibitions, rewards and penal- 
ties ; the latter subdues and melts the heart of the 
rebel by the power of love. 

8. Finally, whatever the old covenant, or the moral 
law, requires of the creature, the new covenant, as 
shown in a former discourse, promises to the believer. 
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The first covenant, for example, requires of the 
creature perfect and perpetual holiness. The new 
covenant promises to the believer perfect and per- 
petual holiness. I will first cite a few of the passages 
quoted in that discourse, to- sustain the above declara- 
tion, and will then offer some general remarks to 
show, that the construction there put upon them is 
corrects Jer. xxxii. 39, 40, " And I will give them 
one heart and one way, that they may fear me for 
ever, for the good of them and of their children after 
them ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn firom them to do them 
good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, and they 
Shall not depart from me." Ez.xxxvu^, "Then will 
I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean ; fi'om all your filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you. A new heart, also, will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I 
will take the stony heart out of your flesh, and 1 
will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shaU keep my judgments and do 
them." Deut xxx. 6, " And the Lof d thy God will 
circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul." Jer. 1. 30, "In those days, and at that 
time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be 
sought for, and there shall be none , and the sins of 
Judah, and they shall not be found." 1 Thess. v. 
23,24, "And the very God of peac^ sanctify you 
wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of eur Lord Jesus Christ Faithful is he that calleth 
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you, who also vnW do it" That Christ, as the Mediator 
of the new covenant, does, in these and kindred pas- 
sages, promise to the believer all that the law re- 
quires of him, will appear perfectly evident from the 
following considerations : — 

1. This sentiment is in accordance with the most 
direct and obvious import of the phraseology em- 
ployed in such passages, — that meaning I refer to, . 
which most naturally suggests itself to plain and un- 
lettered men, reading the sacred text without note or 
comment, and with their judgments unbiased by pre- 
conceived opinions. For such minds the Bible was 
written ; and its import to them, in the state referred 
to, is hi accordance with the "mind of the Spirit'* 

2.' This is the construction which would, by all 
mankind, be put upon the same language, if found in 
any other book but the Bible. 

3. Let any minister, in any congregation in* the 
land, use this identical language in the same full and 
unqualified manner in which the sacred writers use 
k, and their hearers will, with One voice, charge him 
wi^ holding the doctrine of Christian Perfection, as 
maintained- in these discourses; so obvious is the 
import of such phr^ology, when presented with- 
. out qualification. 

4 ATt Christians admit that entire justification is 
promised in the new covenant, that the iBible teaches 
that heaven is a place of perfect holiness, and that 
Christ was free from all sin while on earth. Now, 
the same identical principles of interpretation, by 
which either of the above doctrines can be proved 
from the language of the Bible, demand the admis- 
sion of the doctrine under consideration, in all iti 
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ibliiess. . If the lasguage employed in thei above padn 
sages does not 8ustaizk.tHi8 doctrine, neither of the 
above doetrines can be sustiuned by thehmguage of 
'inspiration. - Every candid reader <^f the Bible,- ivfao 
will carefully study the sacred volume, "with his eye 
upon the phraseology there employed, in reibrence 
to all these doctrines, ivill find the above afBrmafioiis 
fully sustained. . • • • 

. 5. The principles of interpretation by ivhich it can 
be shown that the |>hraseology of the passages before 
Qs d6es not sustain the doctrine under consideration, 
would be equally conclusive against any other phrase? 
ology whi(Sh the sacred writers could have employed, 
when from such phraseology this doctrine shoiild be 
inferred. 

. 6. This is the very sentiment which is^ invariably 
impressed by the Spirit of God upon the youiig con» 
vert in the warmth of his -early love. The kiigUage 
and sentiment of every such heart is-^ . 

" Lord, I make a full surrender] 
Every thought and power be thine— 

Thine entirely,— 
Through eternal ages thine.*' • 

With the young convert, this is not a poetical 
hyperbole, but liie r^al sentiment and conviction of 
the heart Now, present to such a mind, in the 
•unsophisticated warmtli of its " iirst love,^ the exceed- 
ing great and preciou? promises of the neW cove- 
nant, and how would he .interpret them ? Who can 
doubt that he would understand them in conformity 
with the pure sentiments and convictions impressed 
upon his mind by the Spirit of* God, in his conver- 
sion ? Such are the promises of the neiy covenant, 
8 
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of which Christ is the Mediator, in looking to 
Christ for the fulfilment of these promises, would be 
not charge upon us the sin of unbelief should w^e 
expect less from him than that he should ^ redeem 
us from all iniquity," and render us << perfect and 
complete in all the will of God"? We come now 
to consider, 

OL The object of Christ in the provisions of 
^divine grace. It is, to lay the foundation and provide 
the means for the fulfilment, in believers, of all that 
is promised in the new covenant; to wit, the full 
and entire pardon of all their sins, their redemption 
fi^m all iniquity, their perfection in holiness, and 
their perfect and perpemal blessedness, in an eternal 
fruition of the divine presence and favor. 1 Pet. ii. 
24, "Who hjs own, self bare our sins in his ovirn 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, might 
live unto righteousness ; by whose stripes ye were 
healed." Eph. v. 25—27, « Even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present it to himself a glo- 
rious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy and without blem- 
ish." Tit iL 14, " Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
^ himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
John iii. 16, 17, "For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Sod, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might be 
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saved." Rom. viiL 3, "For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God send- 
ing his ovm Son in the Mkeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
v^alk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 1 Jo}m 
iiL 5, "And ye know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins ; and in him is no sin." 

Such is the design of Christ, in all the provisions 
of divine grace. It is to lay a broad foundation for the 
fulfilment, on his part, as the Mediator of the new 
covenant, of all the blessings promised in that cove- 
nant. This was the work which Christ undertook to 
accomplish, as the incarnate, atoning Savior; and, 
blessed be God, the work which he assumed in our 
behalf he Wished. " 1 have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do." "When Jesus therefore 
had received the vinegar, he said. It is finished; and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost" 

Having finished this work, he now presents himself 
tons, as "able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for us." We are permitted, by faith, to 
"behold his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth." " And of his fiil- 
ness we may all receive, and grace for g^ace." Listen, . 
hearer, to the " gracious words which proceeded out 
of his mouth/' as' our high priest and intercessor, as 
the " Mediator of the new covenant" " I am the res- 
urrection and the life ; he that belie veth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live^ and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die." " Come unto 
me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will 
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^ve you rest Tat:e niy yoke upon 'you, and learn o^ 
nie; for I am mepk atid lowly in heart; and ye shali 
find rest unto your soula For my yoke* is easy, and 
my burden is light" '^t will give -to him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.** 
We will now consider^ 

IV. The conditions on which Christ will fulfil m 
us what he has promised, as the Mediator aC &e new 
covenant These conditions ore distinctly stated In 
£z. xxzvL 37, '^llius saith the Lord.God, I will yet 
for this be inqi]rired of by the house, of Israel, to do it 
for them." The' things promised, permit me to re- 
mind the reader, are these — the unlimited pai^on 
of all sin — eiilire redemption fi*om the power of sin 
— theperfoct and perpiBtual subjection of all our pow-v 
ers.to.the « whole will of Gk)d" — and the full and 
eternal fruition" of the divine presence and fovor. The 
condition, on which all this is promised, is; that God 
be <* inquired of," through Christy as the.Mediator of 
the .new covenant, " to do it for us." Now inquiring of 
Christ for those blesdngs, implies, 

1. A coQsdousness of bur need of divine grace 

' — r'of our infinite guilt and hopeless. bondage under sin ' 
•^ of the absolute hopelessness of our securing either 
of these blessings, through any unaided efibrts of our 
own. » 

2. Confidence unshaken in Christ's ability and will- 
ingness to do all this for us^ Su{)pose Christ should 
address you as he did one of old in respect to another 
subject,— " BeKevest thou that 1 am able to da this ? " 
"Do you believe that I em now standing at the door 
and knocking, and that, if you will hear my voice, and 
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open the door, I will come in and sup with you, and 
yoa with me," and confer upon you this full and fin- 
ished redemption? What would be your answer? 
Could your soul settle down immovably upon the 
affirmation, ** Lord, I believe " ? 

3. A preference of these blessings above all objects 
in existence. Suppose God should call upon you to 
lift your heart to his throne, and ask of him what bless- 
ing you pleased. Would your mind fiisten upon a 
heart perfectly pure, together with its consequences, 
as the <* pearl of great price," as the treasure in com- 
parison with which all other objects are, in your esti- 
mation, " but loss " ? If this isyour state of mind, there 
is but one thing more to be done, which is this — 

4. An actual reception of Christ, and reliance upon 
him for all these blessings, in all their fulness — a sur- 
render of your whole being to him, that he may ac- 
complish in 3'ou all the ^ exceeding great and precious 
promises " of the new covenant When this is done 
— when there is that full and implicit reliance upon 
Christ, for the entire fulfilment of all that he has prom- 
ised — he becomes directly responsible for our full 
and complete redemption. *^ He that belie veth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live. And whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." To 
us his word stands pledged to <<put the laws of <jfod 
in our minds, and write them in our hearts ; " to " cir- 
cumcise our heart and the heart of our seed, to love 
the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our 
soul;" to "sprinkle clean water upon us, so that we 
shall be clean ; " to *< give us one heart and one way, 
that we may fear God forever ; to make an everlasting 

8* 
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coTeisant Tvith us, that he will: not turn away from us 
to do us good, but that he will put the fear of Grod. In 
our heaits, that we may not depart from him; - finally, 
to ^^ sanctify us wholly, and preserve our whole epiric, 
and soul, and body, blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" Reader, ^< believest thou this ? " 
Can you open your mouth thus wide ? ' Dare you ask, 
or expect, from your Redeemer, less than this ? Me- 
thinks I hear that Redeemer asking you the question, 
•* Do you now believe ? " "According to thy faith, be it 
unto thee." Reader, let me ask you again. Do you de- 
sire to be imbued with a filial, confiding, and obedient 
spirit towards Go^, to be brought into such a state, 
that yotu* heart's purest and best affections shall spon- 
taneously flow out towards Christ, and the " peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, keep your .heart 
and mind through Christ Jesus"? Christ is now 
present in your heart, and ready to confer all this pu- 
rity and blessedness upon you, if you can believe that ' 
he is able and willing to do it for you, and will cast 
your entire being upon his faithfulness. To. you be 
says, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that belieVeth." Come to the fountain, reader, 
and " wash your garments and make them white in 
the blood of the Lamb." "Christ bore youl* sins in 
his own body on the tree, that you, being dead to sin, 
might live unto righteousness." Why should you any 
longer bear the burden of those sins ? especially when 
Christ, in view of the provisions of his grace, calls 
upon you to . " reckon yourself dead, indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ your 
Lord." 
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RElMtAJlKS. 



L. We i)iay ncfw understand the reason why Christ 

himself prayed, and taught his church to pray, and 

"Why the Holy Spirit constantly influences inspired 

men to pra^, for this .one specific blessing — entire 

perfection in holiness; also why this is required -of 

us, as Christians, and such rewards are held before 

us to induce us thus to consecrate oiuiselyes to Christ. 

Such prayers, commands, and !!aotives, are all })ased 

upon the provisions and promises of divine grace,' 

which secure to the* believer, on condition of bis faith, 

this very 'blessing ; aJid. are designed to. raise the 

church to a comprehension of the << fulness that sh^ 

has in Christ," that she may take possession of her 

purchased and pronused inheritance. We are taught 

to pray fi>r this blessing, and such a state is reqi^ired 

of us, because provision is made, in the. gospel, for 

God to answer such prayers, when we **ask in. faith, 

nothing wavering," and' for us to attain to that state, 

by casting ourselves, in the exercise of simple &ith, ' 

upon the power and faithfulness of ChrisL 

• 

Q. We learn how to imderstand and apply such 
declarations of Scripture as the following t— ^ Wash 
you, make you clean;" '"Make to yourselves a' new 
heart and a. new spirit;" "Let us cleanse ourselves 
fi-om all filthiness of the fle^ and spirit," &c. The 
common impression seems to be, that men are re- 
quired to do all t^is, in the exercise of their own un- 
' aided powers ; and becaltse the sinner fails to comply, 
grace comes in, and supplies the condition in the case 
of Christians. Now, I suppose that all such com- 
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mands are based upon the provisions of divine grace. 
The sinner is not required to "make himself clean," 
or to "make to himself a new heart," in the exercise 
of his unaided powers, but by application to the 
blood of Christ, "which cleanseth from all sin." The 
grace which purifieth the heart is provided ; the foun- 
tain, whose waters cleanse from sin, is set open. To 
this fountain the creature is brought, and because he 
may descend into it, and there "wash his garments 
and make them white," he is met With the command^ 
"Wash you, make you clean," "make to yourself a 
new heart and a hew spirit," and " cleanse yourself 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit" The sinner 
is able to make to himself a "new heart and a new 
spirit," because he can instantly avail himself of 
proffered grace. He does literally " make to himself 
a new heart and a new spirit," when he yields 
himself up to the influence of that grace. The 
power to cleanse from sin lies in the blood and grace 
of Christ; and hencfe, when the sinner "purifies 
himself by obeying the truth through the spirit," the 
glory of his salvation belongs, not to Imo, but to 
Christ 

Herein also lies the ability of the creature to obey 
the commands of Grod, addngssed to us as redeemed 
sinners. " He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit; for witho^t me ye 
can do nothing." "As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me." These declarations are 
literally and unqualifiedly true. We can "abide in 
Christ," and thus bring forth the fruit required of us. 
If by unbelief we separate ourselves from Christ, we 



THE NEW. COYENAlVT. ' 98^ 

o£ necfsssity descend, under the weight of our own 
g^ilt and depravity, down the sides of the pk, into the 
eternal sepulchre.- • 

* 

• liL In view of the provision of divine grace for our 
fbU redemption, and of the promises of Christ, as the 
ll^ediator of the new covenant, to that effect, I would 
remark, that a state of entire sanctification is, and' 
appears to be, the most natural and dimple form of 
ChristiaB experience ~r the (orm which we ought to 
expect to find most common in the churcK If Christ 
bas made provision for our entire sai^ctifieation, and 
promised tiius to sanctify us, on conditioti i>f &itb in 
him on our part, that -finj sincere Christian, who is 
aware of his privileges, should ask for, or expect less 
from him, is the most unnatural form of Christian 
experience conceivable, and one whose occurrence, 
we should think,' would be regarded as a strange 

. anomaly among the discij^es of such a &avior. So 1. 

' have no doubt it will be regarded, when Ciuistiajos 
come to a full understanding of their ^ completeness " 
in Christ 

.'IT. We are now prepared to contemplate the re- 
lation between the views maintained in these dis* 
' courses, and those very commonly held by Christians 
upon the same subject. In reference to the standard 
of moral obligation there is a perfect agreement The 
ODly existing difierence re'spects the . extent of the 
provisions and promises of divine gn^ce, in respect to 
Christiians in this life. 

J 

V. We*are.a]so pre|>ared to estimate the difficidtiea 
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in which the common theory is involyecL I 
specify a few of them. 

1. The advocates of the common theory maintain, 
that the sacred writers designed to teach the doctrine, 
that no individual ever attains to a state of entire sane- 
tification in this life ; whUe it was their object to teach 
the fact, that Christ was free from all sin, that all Chiis^ 
tians are perfectly justified here, and will he perfectly 
sanctyUd in a futm'e state, and thai; perfect holiness is 
required of -us in this life. Now, if the above posi- 
tions are true, how can we account for the strange 
fact, that the same identical principles of interpreta- 
tion, by which either of the doctrines last mentioned 
can be proved from the phraseology of the sacred 
Writers, demand, when applied to thie phraseology 
which they employed in expressing the nature and ex- 
tent of the provisions and promises of divine grace, 
the admission of the principle, that entire holiness is 
attainable in this life ? — a principle precisely opposite 
to the one which, it is maintained, they intended to 
teach. Again, how can we account for the fact, in 
consistency with the common theory, that the sacred 
writers employed a phraseology which, if found in 
any other book, gr if now used by individuds in the 
same unqualified manner as used by them, would be 
universally understood to affirm the doctrine main- 
tained in these discourses ? Would the sacred wri- 
ters have employed such a singular pihraseology as 
this^ had it been their object, as the advocates of the 
common theory affirm, to impress their readers with 
the conviction, that perfect holiness is, in this life, un- 
attainable ? A gain, no phraseology conceivable is more 
perfectly adapted to eonvey the sentiment maintained 
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in these discourses, than that employed by the sacred 
^writers. To draw any other doctrine from it, it must 
be narrowed down, and regarded as altogether hyper 
bolical. Now, how can we account for the strange 
anomaly, that inspired men adopted a phraseology 
adapted to convey one sentiment, and that only, when, 
as the common theory affirms, their definite object 
yvaSj to convey precisely the opposite sentiment? 
These are some of the difficulties in which the com- 
mon theory is ines^cably involved, as iar as the laWs 
of interpretation are concerned. 

2. That Qurist prayed, and taught his church to pray, 
and that the Holy Spirit inspired and influenced the 
apostles and primitive Christians to pray, continually 
and fervently, for this one specific object — the entire 
sanctification of believers in this life -— all admit Ac- 
cording to the common theory, it was a prime object 
of the sacred writers to impress their .readers and 
hearers with the conviction, that such prayers will 
never be answered by the bestowment of the blessing 
desired. How can we account for sucl) prayers, in 
consistency with such an object? Above all, how 
shall we account for the fact, that Christ and inspired 
men prayed for one specific blessing — the entire sanc- 
tification of believers in this life — when their intention 
vras, to impress us with the conviction, that such a 
blessing will not be conferred; while they did not 
pray for another blessing — the partial holiness of the 
Christian — when their design was to impress us with 
the conviction, that this blessing is agreeable to the 
will of God? 

3. All admit that the richest blessings are promised 
to us on the specific cotidition of perfect holiness. 
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According to the cemmon theoiy, the sacred. writos 
designed tb impress their readers' with the eonvictioiiy 
that this is a condition with which they will never in 
this life comply. How, as asked in a former discourse, 
can such ti fact he accounted for, in consistency with 
the sincerity and love of bod ? . • ... 

4. According to the common thepry, God requires 
us, in the most solemn manner conceivable, to be per- 
fectly holy, and then, in a manner equally solemn,* re- 
quires us to believe, that with siieh oommands' we 
shall not comply. How can such a &ct be explained? 

5. Certain masdms, which have been almost univer- 
sally regarded as of fundamental importance to effi- 
cient action, not only in religion, but other subjects, 
present difficulties equally inexplicable in consistency 
with tRe common jheory. For example, ** What ought 
to be done, may be done," i. e., we •should expect to 
do. ^'Gcftl bestows tipon evely one as much holiness 
and peace, ais he sincerely desires and prays for." Sup- 
pose, that ivith these maxims 'before me, I am met by 
the comn^and, " Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
.Father in heaven is perfect." Suppose, that in view 
of this command, I lift my heart in honest and; fervent . 
sincerity to God, for grace to keep that command. 
^ow, under such circumstances, the advocates of the 
common theory must either give up the above maxims 
altogether, or admit the attalnableness of. entire sanc- 
tification in tliis'life. ' v . 

-6. According to the common theoiy, we are required 
to aim at perfection in holiness, and at the 8a^le time, 
as shown in a former discourse, to believe that such a 
state is unattainable — a belief which renders the for- 
mation of the* intention required an Impossibility. 
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7. The advocates of the eonimon theory genetaUy 
admit, that perfection in holiness- is (^ainabU in tbia 
life ; but at the same time maintain, that it is never 
itttained, and that it is a great error to siippose that it 
18 attained. Now, what evidence can we have, that 
such state is unattainable, higher than this, that all 
Christians, in all past ages, have honestly, and prayer- 
fblly aimed, and all will continue, to the end of time, 
thus to aim at this state, a fact which all admit, with 
the absolute certainty of not attaining to it ? Should 
it be said, that such efforts are not made with suffi- 
cient vigor ; the answer is, that, to put forth efforts with 
the adequate vigor, is the very thing at which all are 
aiming. On the supposition above referred to, how 
can the position be sustained, that the state under con- 
sideration is attainable ? 

The sinner, it is said^ In illustration of the position 
that perfection in holiness is attainable, but never at- 
tained, is able to repent, in the absence of special 
grace, though he never will do it To make the cases 
parallel, let us suppose, that all sinners, in the absence 
of such grace, are honestly and prayerfully striving 
after holiness ; with the absolute certainty of not, 'in 
the circumstances supposed, attaining it With what 
propriety, I ask, could it, then, be said, that holiness is 
practicable to the sinner, in the absence of special 
grace. What is here supposed of 'the sinner, is actu- 
ally true of every sincere Christian. Paul, for exam- 
ple, for the space of thirty or forty years, aimed stead- 
ily and prayerfully at this one definite state, and that, 
according to the sentiment imder consideration, with 
the absolute certainty of falling short of his object 
The same experiment, and with the same result, every 

9 
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Christiao has repeatjed, and every true Christian wfll 
continue to repeat to the end of time. Yet, it is said, 
to attain to that state, is to every individual, at every 
moment, perfectly practicable. What conceivable 
meaning do such persons attach to the terms ^ attaina- 
ble " and ". practicable,'' when so used ? The advocates 
of the- common theory are sacredly bound to take the 
ground, that the state under consideration is not at- 
tainable, in any df^ropriate sense of the term. 

I _ • 

VI. We are now prepared to understand the.nature 
and character of the Antinomiau, legal, and evangel- 
ical spirit. * 

The Antinomian spirit relies upon Christ for justi- 
Jkation^ in the absence of personal holiness, or eanc- 
tificatiob. It looks to him to be saved in and hotjrom 
sin.  

. The legal spirit assumes two forms — 1.. It expects 
justification and sanctification both through deeds of 
the law.' This is the spirit of the ancient Pharisee 
and modem mwalist . 2. It expects justification from 
Christ, and sanctification firbm personal efiort* Under 
the influence of this spirit, ah individual will be per? 
petually and vainly struggling, by dint of resolutioBS, 
against the resistless current of carnal, propensities. 
Jn this hopeless bondage, he cries out^ << Who shall 
deliver me from the body of .this death ? " ' » 

The evangelical spirit looks to Christ alike for jus- 
tification and sanctification l)6th,aiid, by implicit faith 
in him, obtains a blissfiil victory over the- ^ world, the 
flesh, and the, devil." It is the "^spirit of adoption " 
which criesj ^ Abba, Father," and in tha$ cry, seeks and 
obtains deliverance firom the << bondage of corruptibii, 
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into the glorious liberty of the children of God." The 
Antinomian spirit is the stagnation of the moral 
powers in a state of spiritual death. The evangelical 
spirit is their full, and free, and perpetual action, in a 
state of life and peace. While the legal spirit, in its 
hopeless struggle with the flesh, cries out, ^ O wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ; " the evangelical spirit, in the triumph 
of faith, exclaims, '< I thank God, through Jesus Christ . 
our Lord." The legal spirit, crying, 

" Where is the blessedness I knew, 
When first I saw the Lord 7 " 

looks back to its first love, as the brightest spot in its 
whole experience, for it was then joined with another 
spirit thati itself. The evangelical spirit, with its eye 
steadily fixed upon the '< bright and morning star," 
moves peacefully and perpetually onward, in a path 
which ^ shines brighter and brighter unto the perfect 
day." ' The legal spirit, " vainly pufied up," notwith- 
standing its perpetual short comings, <<with its fleshly 
mind," in view of a few fancied attainments, made by 
dint of resolution, exclaims to the stander-by, ^ Stand 
by thyself; I am holier than thou." The evangelical 
spirit, overwhelmed with 9 sense of the grace of God 
in its redemption, exclaims, ^ Behold what manner of 
love the- Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God I " " Not for works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy, hath he saved us." 

" Infinite grace to yilmiess given, 
The sons of earth made heirs of heaven/*' 

In short} the Antinomian spirit is the spirit of sp^iritiutl 
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death. The legal spkit is the ''spirit of bondaga." 
The evaiigelicai spirit is the '' glorious liberty of the 
children of God." 

Vn. We are now prepared for a distinct contem- 
plation of the grand mistake, into which the great 
mass of Christians appear to htLve fallen, in respect 
to the gospel of Christ It is this : Expecting to 6b' 
tamjtistyicaHion, and not, at the same time, and to the 
same extent, sancHficatiany. by faith in Christ. Where 
is the Christian who can say from experience, ^ This 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith " ? When do we hear the convert, for example, 
directed to &ith in Christ, as the certain means of 
subduing his temper, subjecting his appetites, crucify- 
ing his sinful propensities, overcoming the great 
enemy, << fulfilling the righteousness of the law,** 
and enjoying perpetual cmd perfect peace and bless- 
edness in God ? An almost etitire new leaf will be 
turned over in Christian ext>erience when the church 
know& Christ as such a Savior. 

The consequence of the mistake under considera- 
tion, is what might be expected. The great mass of 
the church are 'slumbering in Antinomian death ; or 
struggling in legal bondage, with barely enough of the 
evangelical spirit to keep the pulse of spiritual life 
faintly beating. When will the church arise from 
this state of gloom, and death, and barrenness, to an 
apprehension and enjoyment of her privileges in 
Christ, as the Mediator of the new covenant.? 

VnL We are also prepared to account for a 
n^elan^holy fact which characterizes different stages 
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of 'the experience of the great mass of Christians. 
From the evangelical amplicity of their ^st love^  
they pass into a state of legal bondage, and after a 
fruitless stmiggle of vain resolutions ynth th^ " world, 
the flesh, and the devil," they appear to descend into 
a kind of Antinomian death. The reason why Chris- 
tian experience takes such a course, I suppose to be 
this : The young convert, in the first instance, is turned 
acway from Christ, to his own resolutions, &c., as the 
means of continuance in the path of life, and this with' 
the assurance that his carnal propensities will nevqr 
be fully crucified, till death shall release the captive.' 
Thus he is very soon conducted into the region of 
legalism, vvith the atmosphere around him already 
charged to no small extent with the cheerless, deaden- 
ing vapors of Antinomianism. Here, after a vain 
struggle of longer or shorter continuance, with sin 
and sinfiil propensities, the. spirit of Antinomian 
slumber prevails, and death, and not a present Christ, 
. is looked for, afe the great deliverer from bondage. 
This direction Christian experience will unchahgeably ' 
take, till Christians fully understand the import of the 
question, " Who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesiis is the Christ ? " 

IX. We are now fully prepared to understand the 
design of Paul in the 7th and 8th chapters of Ro- 
manS' The whole epistle is mainly directed against 
two fundamental en*ors of the Jews, to wit, that jus- 
tification and sanctification are both to be obtained 
by deeds of law. The first error he e^^lodes in the 
preceding chapters, showing the hopeless condemna- 
tion of all men nnder the lavsr, and their entire justi- 
fication through faith in Christ. In'chapters vii. and 
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viiL, he pursues a course in regard to saneiffiicaiion^ 
precisely similar to what he had done in the chapters 
preceding, in regard to justification. His object is, to 
contrast the hopeless bondage, and fruitless struggle 
of the creature after holiness, under the old covenant, 
or moral law, with his perfect Uberty, blessedness, and 
safety, under the new covenant As the apostle had 
himself fully tested the influence of both covenants 
upon men as sinners, he gives us his own experi- 
ence ; first, as a Pharisee under the old, and secondly, 
as a Christian under the new covenant. Under the 
former, he says, notwithstanding the law is good, and 
I delight in it << after the inward man,^ and often 
resolve to keep its pure requisitions, stiU *^1 am car- 
nal, sold under sin." «The good that I would, I do 
not, but the evil that I would not, that I do." Under* 
the new covenant, on the other hand, lam ^'free 
ftt>m the law of sin and death," breathe the *^ spirit 
of adoption," am free from all condemnation, pos- 
sess a hope sure and steadfast, and am an <<heir of 
God and a joint heir with Jesus Christ" In short, 
in chapter viL he gives us a view of the bondage of 
the legal spirit, in its fruitless struggle against the 
current of carnal propensities. In the 8th, he gives 
us the triumph and fi^edom of the evangelical spirit, 
through faith in Christ, as the << Mediator of the new 
covenant" 

X. We now see the reason why most professors 
of religion find their own experience portrayed in 
the 7tli, instead of the 8th chapter of Romans. ^One 
of two reasons must be assigned for this melancholy 
fiict Either they have never known any other than 
the legal spuit, or else, « having begun in the spirit,* 
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they are engaged in a vain struggle to be <<made 
perfect in the ^esh." In other words, they are now 
in legal bondage. To Christ, as a sanctifying Savior, 
as the << Mediator of the new covenant," they are, 
comparatively speaking, strangers. When they thus 
know Christ, they will find their experience per* 
trayed in another and diflfer^nt chapter than the one 
now under consideration. 

XL Finally, we may now contemplate the reason 
why, to mostChristians, the idea of arriving to a statlB 
of entire sanctiilcation in this life, appears so chi- 
merical. With the vi^ws commonly entertained of 
the power of the gospel, and of the means of holi- 
ness, the thought of arriving to such a. state is one of 
the most chimerical ideas, that ever entered the hu- 
man mind. If there is no other means of coming 
into that state, but by forcing my way, by dint of per- 
sonal effort, through the dead sea of my carnal pro- 
pensities, I may as well give over the struggle first as 
last. Whatever my natural powers may be, a victory 
1 shall never obtain m this manner. But i^ on the 
other hand, I am permitted to hear the voice of Christ 
saying. Look to me, ai^d I will enter into a covenant 
with you, that I will myself << circumcise thy heart 
to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul," that I will << redeem you from all 
iniquity," and cause you to stand *^ perfect and com- 
plete in all the will of God, " then I find myself stand- 
ing in an entirely different relation to the state under 
consideration. The condition on which all this bless- 
edness is promised I can perfonn. I can as easily 
look to Christ for perfect^ as for partial holiness; 
and when my faith hangs upon him for a fulfilment 
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of all that he has promised, he has mercifuUy- 
sumed the respoifsibility of doing for me according' 
to the faith ivhich his own spirit has induced me to 
exercise. 

Christian, "^ you have not come unto, the mount that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor -unto 
bhickness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound 
of a trumpet, and the voice of words ; which voice 
they that heard entreated that the .word should not 
be spoken unto them any more. For they coiild not • 
etidure that wh|ch was commanded — And if so much 
as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or 
thrust through with a dart ; and so terrible was the 
sight, that . even Moses said, I exceedingly fear and 
quake. But ye are come unto Mount ^ion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
. general assembly and church of the first bom which 
are written iii heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of the just made perfect ; and to 
Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant, aiid to the 
blood of sprinkling, which speaketh better tbin^ than 
the blood of AbeL See that ye refuse jQot him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him' 
that spake on eaith, much more shall not we escape, if 
we turn away fi*om him that speaketh from heaven." 
To this ** blood of sprinkling," let us come and "wash 
our garments, and make them wMte," and then lift 
our hearts to heaven, lind exclaim, << Unto him that 
loved us, and waslied .us fi*6m our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and prijests unto God 
and his Father^ to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.'^ 



DISCOURSE V. 

FULL REDEMPTION IN CHRIST. 

'' Wherefore he is able to save them to the uttermost, that come 
unto God byliim, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.'*— H<A.vii.25. 

" But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, 
shall never thirst ; but the water that I shaU give him, shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.'' — JoAn. 
iv. 14. 

In remarking upon these passages, the attention of 
the reader is invited to a consideration of the follow- 
ing propositions, which it will be my object to illus- 
trate and establish. 

L Christ presents himself to us as a Savior in this 
sense, that he is both able and willing to meet iuUy 
every real demand of our being; in other words, 
perfectly to supply all our real necessities. 

n. We will notice some of the demands of our 
nature, which Christ pledges himself to meet 

IIL Illustrate the nature of faith in Christ as such 
a Savior. 

IV. I will endeavor to show that the object of 
Christ, in all his dispensations toward his people, is 
to induce in them the exercise of this implicit faith 
towards him. 

V. That it is only when this implicit &ith is ezer- 
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cised towards Christ, that he can accomplish in us all 
that he has promised. 

VL That Christians honor Christ most highly, 
when, and only when, they rely upon him for an en- 
tire fulfilment in them of all that he has promisecL 

L Christ presents himself to us as a Savior, in this 
sense, that he is both able and willmg to meet iiiily 
every real demand of our being; in other words, per- 
fectly to supply all our real necessities. The truth 
of this proposition I argue, 

1; From the fact that it is positively promised, in 
the text, and elsewhere in the Bible. ^ He is able to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him." *^ Whosoever shall drink of the waiter that I 
shall give him shall never thirst ; " i. e., all his real 
necessities shall, be perfectly supplied. Phil. iv. 19, 
<< But ityy God shall supply all your need according-to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Psi Ixxxiv. 11, 
<< For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord 
Will give grace and glory; no good thing vrilt he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly." Rom. viiL 
32, " He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things ? " 

2. On this condition, only, c^ Christ claim to be 
unto us the object of supreme regard. If there is 
any real demand of our nature, which he is unable 
or' unwilling to meiBt, for the supply of that demand, 
we should look to some other source. 

tj. Christ is infinite in povverand love; and there- 
fore must be both able and vrilling thus to <<siq)ply 
ouj need." 
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. IL We Ynh now consider some of t)ie demands 
of our being, which Christ pledges himself to meet 
^11 the real. demands of our nature are comprehended 
in these two — a state of perfect moral purity and 
l>lessednes8. That these may be possessed in all 
their fulness, the following special demands must be 
met: — v , 

1. As sinners, we need pardon. Till we are con- 
scious that. God has forgiven our sins, and fully re- 
stored us to his favor, a state of well-being is, with 
us, an absolute impossibility. To meet this demand, 
Christ presents himself to us as our << Advocate with 
the Father,^' and as the << propitiation for our sins." 
^ Being justified by &ith, we have peace with. God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" ^ And hot only so,, 
but we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atone- 
ment" • 

2. Another demand of our nature is, entire deliver^ 
ance from the power of sin,, into a state of conscious, 
perfect moral rectitude. In every condition, actual 
and conceivable, this is a changeless demand of our 
being. Until it is met, and perfectly met, the want 
of it will, of necessity, rendei^ our minds ^ like the 
troubled sea." To meet this, demand, Christ present3 
himself as able and willing to "^ redeem uq from all 
iniquity,", and render us <' perfect and complete in all 
thewUlof God." 

3. Another demand of our nature is. conscious 
security against all the teniptations to sin, from the 
"world, the flesh, and the d6vil." To meet this de- 
znand, the Savior pledges himself that "he will not 
• suffer us to be tempted above that we are able, but 
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will with the temptation make a way to escape, that 
we may be able to bear it" He presents us with the 
armor of righteousness, assuring us that, if we "wiU 
« put on the whole armor of God," we shall be "able 
to stand against all the wiles of the devil." 

4. Another Hmdamental demand of our being is, 
a love of knowledge. In view of this demand, Christ 
holds before our minds the declaration of eternal 
love — ^ And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus, whom he hath 
sent " — and then presents himself to us, as able and 
willing, through his Spirit, to communicate this 
knowledge' to us. 

5. To a state of perfect well-being, the friendship 
and favor of other minds is an indispensable requisite. 
To supply this want of our being, he holds before us 
the divine declaration, <<I will dwell in them and walk 
in them;" <*And will be a father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty." He then lifts our contemplation to the 
eternal throne, and pledges himself to introduce us 
to an endless and blissiul association with the pure 
spirits that are congregated there. 

6. We have also certain demands through our 
physical constitution, which need to be met To 
meet these, Christ stands ready to do for us the 
following things : — 1. To render us perfectly content- 
ed with ofir circumstances, whatever they may be. 
2. To render us in the highest sense blessed, in what 
infinite love actually cpnferjp upon us. The saint who 
could sit down to her meal, which consisted barely 
of a cup of water and a few dry crusts of bread, and 
lift her heart to heaven with the exclamation, ^M 
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tfais^ Lord, and J^esus, too," hardly needed another in- 
gredient to her cup of blessedneds,to cause it toover- 
.flow. 3. To bestow upon us all that will be to us, in 
our circumstances, a reall>lesslng. <<Seek first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 4. To cause "all 
things to work together for our good." 

7. I iiotice but one other demand of our nature 
which is met in Christ, which is this — an assured hope 
of a peaceful death and a glorious immortality. To 
meet this demand,he spreads before us the following as* 
surahce -7- " In my Father's hcluse are many mansions : 
if it wfcre not , so, I would liave told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again bbdreceive you mito my- 
seli^ that*. where I am. there ye may be also." "VVith 
what infinite sweetness can we pillow our heads upon 
-such a pledge as thl& 
> Such, Christian, is the fulness that dwells in Christ 
for you. Such, also, is your completeness in him. In 
view of this fulness, this perfect completeness, he 
claims to be the sun and centre of your soul. "To 
whom shall we go," blessed Jesus, bttt unto thee? 
« Thou hast the words of eternal .life. And we be- 
lieve, and iare sure, that thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God." * • 

ni. We are now prepared fof our thjrd inquiry, 
which is, The natvre offcdth in Christ as such a Set- 
vtor. It implies, 1. A ccmsciousness of infinite guilt, 
poverty," and helple^isness in ourselves. 3. The ap- 
prehension of Christ as a present Savior, able and 
willmg to 'meet all thte demands of our being, Its de- 

10 • . 
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scribed above.* 3. The actual reception of him, and 
cordial and voluntary surrender of our whole being 
to bis contrbl, that he may accomplish in us all that 
he has promised to those *^ who come unto God^ by 
him." The individual that knows and believes the 
« love that the Father hath unto us ;" that relies with 
implicit confidence upon the absolute truth and recti- 
tude of all that Christ has affirmed, and casts all his 
powers and interests upon his ^thfulness, with the 
peaceful expectation' of realizing, in his own experi- 
ence, a blessed fulfilment of all that He has promised, 
— such an individual exercises that faith, by which wb 
are told the "just shall live." This leads me to re- 
mark, 

IV. That the object of Christ, in his dispensations 
and teachings, is, to induce in us the exercise of this 
implicit fiiith in himself A bare allusion to a iew cir- 
cumstances in the lile of our Savior will afford a suf> 
ficient illustration of this part of our subject; for 
example, 1. The promptness, with which he invariablir 
granted the requests of those who cast themselves 
with implicit faith upon his power and faithfiiluess^ 
together with the commendation which he always 
bestowed upon such acts of confidence. 2. The fiict 
that he always required such confidence, as a condi- 
tion of extending relief by the ex^Uon of miraculous 
power. " If thoii canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth." 3. His perpetual reference to 
the unbehef of his disciples, as the cause of their 
failure to perform miracles, of their fear in the tem- 
pest, and of their carefUlness in respect to the supply 
of thdr temporal necessities. 4. The repeated asiur- 
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ances that he gave them, that, if they would only ez» 
ercise this implicit fidth in him, *^ nothing should be 
impossible to them." 5. The manner in which he 
Bent them forth to preach, and then asking them, at 
the close of his ministry, whether, in going out under 
liis protection, as << sheep in the midst of wolves," 
i^thout any provision at all for their wants, they had 
lacked any thing. One object is perfectly visible in 
all these instances^ which was, to break their hold of 
every other object, and to lead them to hang their en- 
tire being, with implicit trust, upon his power and 
fidthfulness. Such was the single object of his entire 
. course of treatment, in respect to Us disciples and 
hearers while on earth. The same object. Christian, 
he is now piursuing towards you. When unbelief has 
disappeared fit>ra your heart ; when you will " credit all 
that he has said ;^ when you shall calmly and peace- 
fully repose all your powers and interests upon his 
fiuthful word — then his object in respect to you is ac- 
complished. Then he will open the fountains of eter- 
nal love, and let its life-giving waters flow in upon 
you forever. He then can and will accomplish in 
you all that infinite love desires. « Said I not unto 
thee, that if thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see 
the glory of God?" 

y. I am now to show, that it is only when this im- 
plicit confidence is exercised towards Christ, as a Sa- 
vior able and willing to meet all our necessities, that 
he can accoihplish in us all that he has pronmed. 
How else, for example, can he preserve us, firee fi-om 
all care, and <<keep us in perfect peaise " ? While the 
mind reposes with unwavering trust in his ability and 
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fidthfulness to meet all its necessities, the necessaxy 
result is a state of perfect quietude. Distrust, on the 
other hand, as necessarily throws the ixnnd mto a state 
of. agitation. The little child could b& preserved in a 
state of perfect peace,, in the midst of the wildest fury 
of the hurricane,, by the thought that his father held 
the helm, so long, iind so long only, as he reposed im- 
plicit confidence in that fatlier's ability and faithfiil- 
ness to guide the .vessel through the storm. So of the 
Christian : Christ will " keep those in perfect peace,** 
whose minds are stayed on him, because they trust in 
him. To keep the mind thus, while in a state of dis- 
trust, is an absolute impossibility. 

For the same reason, it is -impossible-fbr Christ to be 
unto us an •object of .supreme love and delight, until 
we are brought to confide in him as beuig such a Sa 
vior as he represents, himself to be. Then, and then 
only, can h^ stir up the deep fountains of feeling with- 
in us, ^d cause the tide of love and blessedness to 
roll on .forever. 

How, it may further be asked, is it possible for . 
Christ to biing us into a state of perfect obedience to 
his will-, until we are- induced to exercise implicit con- 
fidence in the absolute wisdom and rectitude of his 
requisitions ? Whatever Christ, does for us as a Sa- 
vior, he does, and must do, on one condition only — that 
confidence implicit is reposed in his ability and faith- 
fulness to meet and supply our necessities. • The ex- 
•perience of every individual will present a perfect 
verification of .his declarations -^ « I am; the resuTrec-r 
tion and the life; he tl;iat believeth innie, though he 
. were dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever livethi' 
and believeth' in me sHadl never die." On the other 
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band, -^ If ye believe not th^t I am He, ye shall die in 
■your sins." 

. • 

VL Lastly, I am to show, that Christians honor 
Christ the most highly, when, and only when, tliey 
rely upon him for an entire fulfilment in them of aU 
that he has promised, i. e^ to supply all their real ne- 
cessities. The more enlarged and confiding their ex- 
pectations, the higher the honor they confer upon him. 
This is evident from the following considerations : — 

1. They then, and then only, give him full and per- 
fect credit for veracity in the testimony which he has 
given respecting himselil Such a Savior he repre- 
sents himself to be. When we trust him with full 
and perfect confidence as such a Savior, we honor 
him as a " faithful and true witness." Unbelief^ a want 
of this implicit confidence, casts the highest possible 
dishonor upon Christ, because it practically afiirms, 
that he is not what he has declared himself to be. 

2. In the exercise of this full and implicit confidence 
hi Christ as a perfect Savior, we honor, in the highest 
possible degree, his benevolence, his inercy, his love. 
To expect less from Christ than a full supply of all 
our necessities, is to affirm, that his love is not infinite. 

3. In the exercise of this confidence only, we give 
him credit for being a perfect Savior. If there is a sol- 
itary demand of our being, which he is not able and 
willing to meet, he is so far, as a Savior, imperfect 

Do you wish, Christian, to put the highest possible 
honor upon Christ ? " Open your mouth wide," with 
the joyful confidence that he « will fill it" Cast all 
your cares upon him. Believe that in him yoii are 
<< complete," and seek and expect firom him the most 

10  
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perfect fulness. • When you expect firom kim less than . 
this, you cast reproiuph upon his character tor veracity; 
and i^thfujness, as possessed of infinite love, as • an 
all-powerftd and perfect Savior. You affirm that " in 
him oil fulness '' does not dwelL You wound his heairt 
of love. . You" grieve his Holy Siwrit" You put Qut 
the.i^ght of your otm SQuL . 

REMARKS. 

• , \ 

L We may now understand the distinction between 
perfect and imperfbct faith. They are uQt distin- 
giushed, I suppose, by Ihis, that in reference to the 
same object, and the same feature of Christ's charac- 
ter, the mind may be in a. state of trust and distrust 
at one and the same moment Our faith may be im- 
perfect for two reasons — 1. We may repose confi- 
dence in one, and not in every feature of Christ's 
character as a Savior. For example, the mind, in con- 
sequence of ignorance of the perfect fulness of Christ's 
redemption in all respects, may repose full confidence 
-in Christ as a justifying, but not as a sanctifying Sa- 
vior. 2. For the same reason, the mind may repose 
confidence in Christ, for suStainipg grace, jui one con- 
dition in life, and not in another. We may, for exam- 
ple, expect Christ to bless us in our closets, but not in 
the midst of our business transiactions. The faith p( 
all such persons is imperfect Perfect faith', on the 
other baud, is a full and unshaken confidence in 
Christ, as in all respects, at qll times, ilnd in every. 
conditi6n, a full and'perfect Savior, a Savior able and 
willing.to meet every possible demand of our being. 
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IL We ateo .see liow it was, that Satan effected the 
ruin of our first parents. It was by persuading tiiein, 
that there was one fundamental demand -of t]ieir being.. 
— a loye of* knowledge — which God did not design to 
zneet ; and by inducing them to attempt to supply that 
demand by transgressing the divine prohibition.: In 
this state of distrust of God's power or willingness to 
m^et and snpply all their necessities, all mankind now 
are by nature ; and this distrust is the sole cause of 
erery act of disobedience on earth. . 

• '  • • 

m. We may now understand one fundamental de- 
sign' of the plan of redemption. ] It is to restore in 
man the full, implicit^ and universal confidence, in the 
power, wisdom, and love of Qod, which was exercised 
by our first parents before the HgJli and is now exer- 
cised by all holy beings in existence, ^hat Grod said 
to Abraham, he says to all the sons of men, who will 
hearken to his voice, as Abraham did — -'^ I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward." When God 
is chosen by the soul as its eternal portion, in whom 
every demand of its being is perfectly met, then the 
work of redemption is accomplished in man, as far as 
his restoi^ation to the Ipve and fiivor of tied is con- 
cerned. 

IV. We also see when it is that an individual* is 
brought into a state of entire and permanent holiness 
-.- when he is settled into a state of full and perpetual 
consciousness, that in Ghrist every demand of his 
being is met, and when all his powers are sweedy 
yielded up to his control, that he may thiis^supply our 
wants, and accomplish in and through us all the good 
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pleasure of his goodness. Of such a person, in. sach 
a state, it may truly be said, ** There is none occasion 
of stumbling in him." Nor will there ever be to all 
eternity. Into this blissful state, Christiah, Christ is 
both able and willing to bring you. Into this state he 
will bring you, as soon as you will credit his testimony 
to his own ability and wiUingness, and will accord- 
ingly surrender yourself to his sweet control. 

V. -We are now presented with another inex{jlica- 
ble difficulty in the way of the theory, that perfec- 
tion in holiuess is unattmnable in this life. The 
advocates of that theoiy are bound to take the 
ground, that in our condition in this life, such perfec- 
tion — i e. a state of perfect moral rectitude — would 
not be, on the whole, a blessing to us, for the gloiy 
of God, and tb^ good of the universe ; or admit that 
Cbrist is aUe and willing to confer this perfection 
upon us. If it is a good, Christ stands pledged to 
confer it upon us. For God has said, that <<no 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly." <<My God shall supply all your need, 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesua" 
Further, if sUch perfection would be a good to us, 
and Christ did not present himself to us as able and 
willing to meet this perpetual and changeless demand 
of our being, he would be to us an imperfect Sa- 
viw. 

Again, if such perfection is not in this life a good, 
for the glory of God, or the well-being of the uni- 
verse, we are under obligations infinite not to pray 
for it, or to aim to attain it. To make the present 
possession of that which, we believe, would not now 
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bei a good, the, object of prayer and efibrt, ipust. 
ujodeniably be in & high degree criminaL But id not 
the &cty that a. state of moral rectittide would be a 
^ood to us, fbr the glory, of God^ and the good of the- 
universe, a self-evident truth ?^ Jb it not demonstrably 
evident, that it is a good, from the .fact that it is re- 
quired of ys in the Bible ; that' Christ prayed for it 
in behalf of all Christians, and^ taught them to pray 
fbr it; and that such motiyes are held before \i& in 
tjie Bible, to induce in us this perfect obedience to* 
God? , • . 

NpW) which of the above alternatives shall we take ? 

Shall we say, that perfection in hpliness is not in. this 

life a good, and, for thi? reason, as we are bound to 

' do, if^e supposition before us is correct,- oease to* 

aim at it, or pray for it ? . Or shall we say, that such 

perfection is 'a good, and that Christ, though able, is 

unwitting to confer it upon us, and thus impeach, his 

benevolence, his * character as a perfect Savior? 

Or, finally, shall v^e affirm, that a state of perfect 

moral rectitude ia in this life a godd^ and that, Christ 

is both abU and inStng to conler it upon us, and thus 

proclaim his absolute perfection as a Savior? One, 

and only one, .of the above alternatives we must take^ 

Which is most honorable to Christ ? Which is most 

couformable to the teachings of .iuspiratipn ? Which 

does it. become us, as the pupils, of the Bible,. and 

Spirit of God, as the disciples of such a-@av}or, to 

assume ? 

VL. We see, also, hovv^ it .is, and by what means, 
that Satan i|i endeavoring to 'draw Christians away 
from Christ It is by temptin|f them to believe, that 
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some one or more 5f the demands of their being are 
not met in Christ, «nd thus to 'draw off their hearts 
from him to some other object In every instance in 
which a Christian fidls into sin, he does it under the 
influence of some such .temptation as this. For the 
time being, he is led practically to distrust the 
power or willingness of Christ to answer some of 
the demands of his nature. To meet this demand, 
the individual trespasses the command of Christ. 

VH We see, also, that the sentiment, that Christ 
is not both able and willing to render us, in this life, 
perfect in holiness, and thus meet this great, this 
fundamental demand of our nature, is directly and 
most perfectly adapted to induce distrust in him, and 
throw the mind under the power of the great enemy. 
No sentiment can be conceived o^ which is more 
perfectly adapted to secure this object, than the one 
under consideration. 

VnL We may now understand the full meaning 
of the passage, « Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." The 
meaning of the passage I suppose to be tliis — Christ 
accomplishes in and for the believer all that the law 
would have done, had he always perfectly obeyed its 
requisitions. For example, .perfect obedience to the 
law secures to the subject a full exemption from 
all condemnation, and a sure title to the protection aud 
favor of God. This the Christian enjoys through 
faith in Christ Entire obedience to the law would 
have rendered his moral character absolutely perfect, 
and infinitely lovely and excellent in the estimation 
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Off God, and of all intelligent beinga A character, 
equally perfect, lovely, and excellent, the believer 
•receives through implicit iaith in Christ Further, 
obedience to the law would have rendered the believ- 
er perfectly blessed in the love and favor of God. A 
blessedness equally perfect descends to the believer 
through faith in Christ Again, obedience to the law 
i/irould have secured to the believer a full and perfect 
supply of every necessity. Every demand of our 
being is met with equal fulness in Christ All that 
the law would have done for the believer, had he 
perfectly obeyed its requisitions, Christ does for him, 
and infinitely more. 

DL We are also ]H*epared to answer an objection, 
^which is sometimes brought to the doctrine main- 
tained in these discoiu'ses, to wit, tha.t it tends to dis- 
honor the law, by lowering the stanoard of moral 
obligation. When I hear this objection, I am often 
reminded of a declaration made to Paul by a fellow 
i^stle — "Thou seest, brother, how many thousands 
of Jews there are that believe ; and they are all zeal- 
ous of the law." Whenever the thought is presented, 
that perfect conformity to the diviue requisitions, is 
not only required, but expected, of us in this life, a 
great zeal is instantly manifested for the law, as if 
some fearful sacrilege was done to it by the above 
supposition. The standard of moral obligation, it is 
said, will be let down, and Antinomianism, and 
errors fearfully dangerous, will be introduced. But 
how a law is honored, by> maintaining that the sub- 
ject will never obey it, is more than I can understand. 
And what is gained by elei^ting the standard of 
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tiieoretfcaly'and loweridg that of praclicfd attainment, 
18 equaliy* inexplicable to my mind. Chri^ans 
should also imderstand, {hat in their zeal to elevate' 
thp law, they may limit the' grace of God. To place 
the law far above the provisions and promises, of 
Christ's redemption, confers honor neither upon the 
ijaw nor Christ On .the other hand, "Christ magni- 
fiesthe law and makes it honorable" in the highest 
sense possible, when, as the Mediator of the new 
covenant, he "puts the law in the .minds, and writes 
it in the heartsj'' Of his people, and brings all the* 
powers of their; being into sweet subjection to its 
requisitions, ' % • . - ' 

•   

X. In tj^e light of this subject, yoii see. Christian, 

the real cause of every sin you conunit ; of all your 

".care and trouble about the many things" of this life ; 

of your want of perpetual peace in God, and of the 

"aching vpid" in your heart in its stead, and of the 

absence of that state, of perfect content^ which arises 

froAa the consciousness that all your wants are met in 

Christ' All this has its origin in one principle ex- 

clusively — unbdief—raL want of confidence in Christ 

as a full and perfect Savior. Until you become fully 

sensible of this fact^ until you are led to refer all your 

particular sins, all ^Our carefulness and anxiety ai)Out 

your worldly interest, your want of perfect peace, and 

every improper feeling that arises in your mind, to 

one souroe, unbelief— you will never feel as yoft 

ought the " exceeding sinfulness of sin." 

• . XL We may understand the origin and cause of 
' the profound insensibility and hardness of heart, in 
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respect to the love of Christ, of which professors of 
religion so commonly complain. Three &cts will 
sufficiently account for liiis state of gloom and heart- 
felt despondency — 1. Christians generally are igno- 
rant of the fulness of that redemption which they 
have in Christ Unbelief has taken their Lord away 
fir-Om their hearts, and they know not where it has lai^ 
him. The secret of haying a heart always melted 
-with love and tenderness, is an indwelling Christ, from 
ifrhose ftrlness our cup of blessedness may perpetually 
flow. 2. Another cause of the state under consider- 
ation is this — the fact that almost every Christian, 
in uniting with the church, took upon him the most 
solemn covenant and vow to live in a state of entire 
consecration to Christ, not only in the absence of all 
expectation that such vow would be kept, but with the 
definite belief that it would not be kept With such 
a vow and such a belief lying together upon your con- 
science. Christian, cease to wonder, that your heart 
has been hardened into the profoundest insensibility 
and gloo^. 3. Another cause of this state of things 
is, the daily habit of praying definitely for a state of 
entire sanctification, with the full belief, that God will 
not answer such requests by the bestowment of the 
blessing prayed for. l«et me beseech you. Christian, 
as you value the presence and favor of God, as you 
would not fasten a heart of stone as a perpetual mill- 
stone to your deathless soul, never to put up such a 
. prayer again. "Be ye not mockers, lest your bands 
be made strong." 

XIL One important aspect of the question at issue 
between the advocates and opposers of the 'doctrine 
11 
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of Christian -perfections h^re pre&eiits itself to ^e con- 
' lemplation. "That Christ is able to render U8,i|i this 
lifej asVell as in eternity, 'i perfect and «otnplete. in 
' all the .will of God,*^' none^ I presume, will deny. The 
japostl^., £ph.'iil.20;.21,af)ier having- prayed for the 
entire sdncti£catiolt and .-perfect bjessedn/ess ofCJtuis- 
. tiakiB, thus .e:!Lqlainis,.-:^ ^ Now unto him. thiat is able.tO 
;^o exceedifi^ abundantly, above all that we ask or 
' think,. aQcordihg t0 the power -that' worketh in us, 
unto him. be glosy Jn. the -.church by Christ ^T^susj 
.throughout al) agos,'- yi^orld without end* lAmen?*. 
• Surely -we ..ar6 not . straitened in Christ, as far as 
power to save, is concerned- . The great .question is, 
;Is he iQiRing, as well as able^ to render us thu^ perfect ? 
On thia question; t^e advo^ate^ and opposers qf the 
doctrine of Christian perfection' are really at issue. 
Oh the one hand, it is affirmed that, at aU times, and 
under all cireuinstanees, Chrii^ is both able and v^ling 
to meet, and to meet perfectly, 6 very demand of o^ur* 
being,, and that, as' such a Savior, he is ever present 
as an object of fa^th. 'On the other hand, it is af^rmed 
that there' is iio moment, during th^B . present .life, 
when he is;u;t^tng>,thQugh et^/e, to meetone^'change- 
. .less -dei]aand.of- pur being, to render ' lis >* perfectjand 
•complete, in all. the will of God." • Which of the 
'above positions xb true, yqu, 'reader, are called upon 

here, in the fear of Gbd^ to decid<$i. 

.••■■. . . • •  . ' 

•  • .   ■•'.•• ■. • *• 

ijpiL' We are tiow' prepared for* the epnt^mplation 
of another, and v^ry interesting aspect of the ques-' 
tion. Whether perfection in holiness js attainable in 
this lifet • Thait doctrine has* the' 'hi^jhest 'possible • 
intemail evidence 'In its favor,; which' directly and 
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manifestly &lls jp. Mifith tbe.greiat desiga of' God .id 
thfe gospel; while the* dpctirlue which want6 thife , 
characteristio • i» erqually destitute of all claim to our ' 

' belief Now^every one is aware that the g^eat and. 
fiindamental- design of the^spel is, to induce in the 
Christian ' the eiterei^e of implicit iaith in Christ 
Which viewof the character of Christ is best adapted * 
tQ'increku» in us the exercise of silch faith in him— ■• 
that which presents him to our contemplation as c^bte 

• and willing to meet perfectly every; demand of our 
.beujg, or that Vhich presents him ^Acible indeed, btit 
nntriUtti^ during, the progress of the present life,'t6 
meet one fundamental ^d changeless deihan'd of our 
nature, -L e^to <* sanctify, us wholly," and preserve us- 
jin that state to his coming and kingdom? Is not the 

. former view of the character of Christ most per- 
fectly adapted to induce the exercise of perfect fiiith^ 
and the latter as perfectly adapted to i^aduce the op-.*, 
posite state of mind, that i^, unbelief ? 

• • •■ 

• •  * • , 

 ,* • . •   

XIV. I will here notice a remark which is some- 
times made in respect to dwelling upon the doctrine - 
of Christian perfection. It is not in this manner, it 
Ss said, that the Christian inakes progress in holiness ; 
bift by turning his contemplation directly upon ^the 
divine glory, and thus being changed into the' same 
image, from glory, to glory, << even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord." The question is. Does not the doctrine of • 
Christian perfection present one of the essential fea- 
tures of this very glory, upon which we are required 
to turn our contemplation ? * What is implied in the 
general and devout meditation upon this doctrine ? 
It implies-three things : — 
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1. Deep and profound meditation upon the pure 
and perfect law of God, and upon the action of all 
the powers of our being, in all the circumstances 
and relations in life, in conformity with that law; 
By thus meditating upon the divine statutes, the 
Psalmist declares that he had become << wiser than 
his teachers." Who will dare afiSrm, that such med- 
itations are not in a high degree &vorable to holi<- 
ness ? Who will affirm that, in thus meditating upon^ 
God's pure and perfect law, we shall see no bright 
reflections of that glory, in the beholding of which 
the Christian is changed into the same image ? 

2. In another view of the suliject, dwelling upQn 
the doctrine of Christian perfection implies a devout 
contemplation of the character of Christ, as a full 
and perfect Savior — a Savior able and willing to 
meet all our real, necessities, fiy such contempla- 
tions, contemplations in which we are brought to 
<<know and believe the love which God hath to us," 
we are informed, 1 John iv. 16, 17, that ^ our love Is 
made perfect" 

3. In yet another view of the subject, dwelling 
upon the doctrine under consideration implies a 
frequent and devout contemplation of the provisions 
of divine grace for the entire sanctification of be- 
lievers, and of the designs of God to raise them to 
this state, whenever they look to him, by faith to do 
it for them. Such meditations upon God's ^ thoughts 
of good, and not of evil," towards his people, tends 
in the most powerful manner conceivable to melt our 
hearts in love and tenderness towards God, and to 
induce in us the most vigorous efforts after that ho- 
liness which we are required to perfect In whatever 
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pcnnt of; light the doctrine, under consideration ia 
cbnteinplate<}, dwelling uj)on<it has one tendency, 
aiicL .only one, — the assimilatioii of our. entire char- 
acter to tlmt of Christ 

¥*mally, brethren, seeing we .have such a full and 
perfect redemption in Christ,- *<what manner of per- 
sons ought we to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness?' Fob remaining under the power of sin 
in any form we have no excuseJ To <* rejoice in the 
Liord always " we are upder obligation infinite. *^ The 
joy of the Lord is our str^tigth." -To be free from 
all care; to be perpetually. peaceful and blessed in 
Christ ; to " show forth the praises of him who hath 
called us out of darkiless into his marvellous light;'' 
, to breathe his spirit, walk in his steps, exemplify his 
virtues, and have his" joy fulfilled in us," r- is our high 
privilege and sacred. /duty. *< Behold,! stand at the 
door, and knock ; if any man will hear 'my voice, and 
. open -th^ dooryl.will come in to him, and sup wjth. 
him, and he with riie." 

n* '■' 
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DISCOURSE VI. 

SPECIAL REDEMPTION. 

r 

** And we have known and believed the love that God hath to 
as/' — 1 Joltn iv. 16. 

** I am cruci6ed with Christ— nevertheless 1 live ', yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me : and the life that I now live in the flesh, I 
live by faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
forme."— «a/.ii. 20. 

" But wc see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the an- 
gels, for tlie suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor ; 
that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for every man.'' — 
Heb. ii. 9. 

[The last clause of this passage might more properly have 
been rendered thus ~~ Because tJial lie, by tlie grace of God, hat 
tmsted death for every nuxnJ*] 

** And he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. ^' — 1 Jo/in ir. !L 

There are three positions, which have been taken 
by difierent classes of. Christians, in respect to the na- 
ture and extent of the redem])tion of Christ. 

1. Christ died for a part only of the human race — 
the elect This is called limiled redemption or atone- 
ment. This doctrine, I would simply remark, is pos- 
itively contradicted by the p^sages cited al)ove, and 
stands opposed to the whole aspect of the*gospel, as 
presented in the Scriptures. * 

2. Christ died for no individuals of our race in par- 
tS«;tiIar,-but for all in general. This is called general 
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atonement or redemption. This doctrine embodies 
one important and fundamental element of the grace 
of the gospel — the universality of its provisions. It 
fails, however, to present one of the most interesting 
and important features of the provisions of divine 
grace, as we shall see, when we contemplate, 

3. The third position v^hich has been taken in re- 
spect to the subject under consideration, which is this, 
that^ Christ, instead of dying for no one in particular, 
died for every man in particular. This is positively af- 
firmed in the text — << He tasted death for every man ; " 
" He loved me, and gave himself for me.^ The re- 
demption of Christ had as special a regard to each in- 
dividual, as if that one individual was alone cpncemed 
in it This is what is called special atonement or re- 
demption. I use the term " redemption " here, not in its 
strict theological sense, to designate the accomplish- 
ment of the provisions of mercy in the actual salva- 
tion of the sinner. In this sense of the term, ^ redemp- 
tion " is limited by the reception of grace by the sinner. 
I use the term to designate the fuUand special provis- 
ions which Christ has made for the salvation of every 
individual of our race. 

My object in the present discourse is, to present to 
the contemplation of the reader the special redemp- 
tion of Christ ; to show what is implied in .the fact that 
Christ, as explained above, ^* has by the grace of God 
tasted death for every man." We will then inquire, 
What is implied in ^ knowing and believing the love 
thatGod.hathtous"? 

L What is implied in the fact that Christ has tasted 
death for every man ? It implies. 
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L That, in* assuming the work" of* our redemptibii, 
Christ bad our ^njtire condition and necessities, as 
sinners and as creatures, distinctly before his rnincL 

. Otherwise he could not^ with propriety, be said to have 
"tasted death," specifically, *' for every man." The 
same truth is also implied in the tact, that Christ Ls 
omniscient, and must haVe- had his, contemplation 
tamed with perfect distinctness upon the entire con- 

. dition and necessities of every individual,' for whose 
redemption he' died. ' 

- 2. That the object, of 'Christ, in thus tasting death 

•for every maWj-was, to provide a redemption specifical- 
ly adapted to .the special condition and necessities of 
each individual for whom he died. For what .reason 
should he taste death particularly for each individiiai, 

; if this was not his object? \ 

3. That Christ -'jias provided for each individual of 
our race all. the good- that infinite wisdom could de- 
vise, and infinile love desire. ' In short,' he has'accom- 

• plished a redemption for us, whiich covers our entire 
necessities in time and eternity. This he was able.to 
accomplish, when *he assumed the work of our re- 
demption, and his infinite love would not permit him 
to accomplish less than this.- This, was the work, 
reader, which Christ undertook for yon and uie ; and 
having assumed it,- he never ceased to. travail in the 
greatness of his strength, till he could say, " It is fin- 
ished." If . ypu will believe it, such is the .^ fulness " 
which' jou hfiive in Christ * 

4. That Christ has rendered the attainment of all 
this good practicable to us; that is, he has not only 
provided' it for us, but proffered it to us, up6n condi- 
tio^is with.whiph.we can comply. To. suppose, that 
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he has ofiered it upon other conditions, is to accuse 
bim of mocking our niisery in the most flagrant man- 
ner conceivable, i. e^ providing for creatures blessings 
infinite, and then proffering them upon impracticable 
conditions. Instead of doing this, Christ has presented 
the blessings of his redemption to us upon such con- 
ditions, that there is an in&llible certainty, <' that every 
one that will ask shall receive, that he that will seek 
shall find, and that to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened*" 

The attention of the reader is now invited to a few 
particular examples, designed still further to Ulustrate 
the fulness and specialty of Christ's redemption. 

1. He has made full provision, reader, for the en- 
tire pardon of every sin that you ever conmiitted. As 
your mind ranges over the dark catalogue of past 
transgressions, remember that those particular sin^ 
he " bore in his own body on the tree." For a)! those 
sins which rise up in appalling remembrance before 
you, he was ^ wounded and bruised," so that by ^ his 
stripes you may be healed." He has made such per- 
fect provision for the forgiveness of each and every 
sin of your entire past existence, that there is no more 
necesshy that you should be excluded fr6m the pres- 
ence and favor of God, Qs^pcount of those sins, than 
there is that the purest spirit before the throne of God ^ 
should be excluded, 

2» Christ has provided means specifically adapted 
to secure your entire perfection in holiness. He per- 
fectly understood your case when he undertook the 
work of your redemption. Every obstacle that lies 
in the way of your perfect sanetification was distinctly 
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before lu8 mmd, and he has proyideid means fiilly ad- 
equate, and specifically adapted, to reniedy.all the 
consequences of yout sins. However low you may t 
have sunk in sin, he is able' 'to lift you. out ^of tUe f 
"honible pit and miry clay." However hard your* 
heart may be, he can. take it from you, and give you[ 
a heart of flei^ in its stead. However firmly £xed 
your habits of sin may ttejhe can break them all \ip. 
However strong the power of your, caraal iix^Iina- 
tions, he can subdi^e them all, and gii/^B yoii a^per/ect 
victory oyer tbem< Whatever temptations tb sin' beset 
you, from within op around you, he can., give you. 
strength to endure them. The means to accomplish 
all this, and. specifically ladapted to your particular 
ca^e,. ar6 all provided by his Infinite love. -'^If any 
man be in -Christ, he is a new creature. Old things 
have passed away; behold, all things havo' become 
nevry Why, then, should you remain Undei' the 
power of sin? . Why should you be. appalled by the 
^^edness of your habits, of sin, by the strength ofyour 
carnal incMnatipns, or the multiplicity and power- of i 
the temj^tationd which beset you ? Christ saw allj 
these when he assumed the 'work of your redemption.! 
For all these he has provided a specific and all;pow- ( 
erfUl remedy. Go to. Christ, And you will find that 
in him there is redemption in readiness for youy to | 
render you << perfect and complete in all the will Qf t 
God.^ Clad in the armor of righteousness, which he 
has provided for- you, you will find yourself able to 
stand against all the wiles of the wicked One. 

f3. In* the redemption of Christ, thercj is special con- 
solation provided for all the particular afflictions which 
come u{>bn you. '^In all your afflictions .Christ was 
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afflict^ ** If you will carry ybiir wounded -s^rit to 
him, be will bind, it up, hoyv^ever .deep and nriultiplied 
Uie wounds may be.. No* one of tfienn Was forgotten* * 
by your SavjorJ wlien be undertook the Work, of " bear- . 
ipg your griefe, jand carrying your sorijbws,*' Balm 1 • 
specifiecjly adapted to heal ..all' those .wounds is in j 
reiadiness fbr yo.U'. Whatever-tbe particular affliction 
may be, Which falls upon 'you at any particular time, 
.remember, that that affliction, with all Its peculiarities, 
b^ been . specifically- provided for. by the. love 6f [ 
Christ,;. •  ■' .' ■.•••. ••  • ; .• .•.■■ 

4; Whatever. the sphere in life may be, in- which you 
may at any time be called to.itapve, for you Chris.thfiB 
provided special wis4<^m (o ipeet all the exigenpibB 
and responsibihties that fall upon ybu in that sphere.. 
When you lack wisdom^. go-to him, and he^will "give 
liberally and not upbraid you." The nieans to do it 
are all provided. .• . 

»5. Chfist, :in ^short, has made ^mple* provision for . 
efery particular, necessity which may come upcjiyou 
in tiiuQ and eternity. There,. ia:not a solitary ;^ant of i 
yours,, th'rotigbout the endless future beyond .you, -for ^ 
V^hicb .a special supply is npt made in the redemption 
6f Christ. For you there is proyided a setft in heavjen, 
a robe 6f righteousness, a harp, of goldj a crown of 
glory, ah d a special place in the dentre of God'$. heart 
of eternal love. * : ... 

. Subh is the redemption of Qhrist, I might hs^vp il- 
lustrated the sentiment of this di^coufnse by referring ' 
to other particulars. Thesa ^"e siifficrenij liowQver, to 
present the. subject with entire .distinctness to the. con- 
templation of the .reader. We will now inquirej^ 
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IL What is implied in our knowing and believing 
the love that the Father hath to us. This implies 
three things — 

1. That we apprehend that love as it is, i. e., the in- 
finite love of God in giving his Son to make, by his 
incarnation and death, such fhll and special provisions 
for our necessities. 

2. l^hat we credit this love as a reality ; in other 
words, that we give the Lord Jesus Christ full credit 
for being such a fuU and special Savior as he repre- 
sents himself to be. 

3. That we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as such 
a Savior, and yield up our whole being to his control, 
that he may accomplish in us all the purposes of his 
infinite and special love. 

And now let me ask you, reader, do you believe 
with all your heart, that Christ is in reality such a 
Savior as he has here been represented? Do you 
give him full credit for having " loved you and given 
himself for you," for the purpose of making such full 
and special provisions for. your entire necessities? 
Do you believe that for you he tasted the bitter cup of 
death ? In every special exigency of your being, can 
you look to him with the full assurance that this par- 
ticular exigency, with all its peculiarities, was re- 
membered and provided for by him, when he was 
"wounded for your transgressions, and bruised for 
your iniquities"? Can you reckon yourself among 
the number, who can say, " We have known and 
believed the love that the Father hath unto us " ? Do 
you believe that Christ has provided redemption for 
you — a , redemption so perfectly and specifically 
flLdapted to your particular case, that you can now go 
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to him and be cleansed from all that 13 jihpute and 

'.iinh61y,.and so transformed into his lyseuess that your 

entire character shall hei^after present a pure reflec- 

* . tion of his image.. Do you believe that you niay bring 
to him your: temper, your appetites, your propepsities, 
your entire habit^ and have them all brought into sweet 
subjection to the will bf God ?\ Do. you believe that 
in hitn 'there is a special balm for every, wdund ; relief 
from e veiy care ; • coni^kition for all affliction ; a* rem- 

- edy for every ill j and a fldl supply for every .speciic 
: necessity of your entire e}Q8tence? tJnkss you be- 

. lieve a31 this, and your heart is all' , melted into love' 
and tenderness, under thednflUenpe of that belief, you 

: have yet to^ learn the" breadth^ ?ai^depth;~and leogtli, ' 
and hdj^tofthe love of Christ • ? 
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' L We may/ now understand the iiatur« 7>f vrhat 
may be called api^ropriatihjg faith; - It consists in re- 
ceivings Chris^ and relying upon him as our Savior^ in 
reference to .all our ptuticular necess&tiea as individ- 
Ualis. As the creatures df.:God, as sinners against his 
hc^ laWfWe lAve our particular duties, spheres of ad^ 
tion, temptations; trials,* auctions,- and necessities. 
Now, tvh^ Christ 48 cbntermplated as hiding pro- 
vided a redemptioib for Us, .specifically adapted to-oiir 
speciial exigencies, and is i^ceived as a Savior to meet 
these exigencies, .then wd exercise td wards him ap- 
prppiSating, feith. Th^h- We f^prdpriate to oiirsMyes 

the special reden^tion that hehieis provided for ns. 

' ..•  •/ ■••■• .  •■'.'■•:•..'■•• •'•••-■. ; . 

• ^ • . ' . • .-••■■•• 

IL Here I iBsy bd permitted to allude to a; very 
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common mistake among Christians, in looking to 
Christ as a Savior. They appear to look to hiin as a 
Savior in general, Without any reference to their par- 
ticular necessities. How seldom do we meet with a 
Christian, for <3xample, who carries to Christ his tem- 
per, his appetites, his habits, and propensities of every 
kind, which lead him into sin, to have them all cor- 
rected and subdued ! Where is the Christian, who is 
accustomed to go to Christ, to be rendered by him 
all that he requires him or her to be as a father, a 
mother, a child, a brother, or sister, or in special i-ef- 
erence»to the business transactions of life? Now, 
until our ftnih fastens upon Christ with reference to 
specific objects such as these, the power of his re- 
demption will never be experienced. From our 8ins^t ^ 
Christ does not and cannot save us, unless by £a\ih( | !^ 
we thus appropriate the provisions of his redemption.// ' 

m. In the light of this subject we may also learn 
what Christ requires and expects of us as Christians. 
To present this part of the subject distinctly before 
the reader's mind, I remark, 

1. That Christ designs and expects that our re- 
ligion shall be carried out and influence us alike in 
all the scenes and transactions of life ; that we shall 
eat, drink, dress, spend our time, talents, and prop- 
erty, transact our business, and move in every sphere 
in life, with exclusive reference to the same identical 
objects for which we pray, worship God on the Sab- 
bath, warn sinners to flee firom the wrath to C9me, or 
partake of the symbols of the body and blood of our 
Lord. " Whether, therefore ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all ,to the glory of Grod.** That you 
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may all do this ; that Holiness to the Lord may be in- 
scribed upon all that you have, and all that you are, 
— full provision is made in the redemption of Christ 
Hence, 

2. He requires and expects that you will believe 
tbat special grace to do all this is provided for you, 
and that you will look to him to be rendered thus 
^perfect and complete in all the will of God." 

3. When you are called in providence to move in 
any particular sphere, he requires and expects that 
your first object will be, to understand clearly the par- 
ticular responsibUities, trials, temptations, &c., inci- 
dent to you in that particular sphere. 

4. He requires and expects that you will believe 
that he, as your Redeemer, has made full and special 
provision for all your exigencies in that particular 
sphere ; and that, in the exercise of fiill and implicit 
faith, you will look to him for grace to meet those 
exigencies. 

Such are some of the requirements and expecta- 
tions of Christ from us as Cliri^ians. Here let me 
add, that if we do not look to Christ to be saved by 
him, in every sphere, and in respect to every trans- 
action in life, our faith does not fix upon him at all as 
a Savior from sin. I would also add, that if Christ 
does not save us by subduing our tempers, controlling 
our appetites and propensities, by rendering us in 
our spheres, as husbands and wives, parents and 
children, in every sphere, and in all the particular 
transactions of life, what he requires us to be, he 
does not save us at alL The man who expects to be 
a Christian in his closet, and upon the Sabbath, and 
a man of the world behind his counter, in his shop, 



186 CHRISTIAN FERFiBCTlOJEC. 

or onhis fiinn, will find 9,1 last diat he hu? fiuled of 
t^e grace of God. 

'• • ■'.*•*■■■ ' ' • 

IV. We also learn the. nature of tmbeliej^ in its 
most common form in the church. . It is withholding 
^om Christ implicit confidence, as a Savior, who has 
provided special means to do it, and isnovir.able and 
willing to meet a11 our particular x^eqessities as indi^ 
viduals. 

V. We will now consider some of the most com- 
mon- indications of unbelieE. Among thesQ I no- 
tice, 

1. "Pie impressioii which individuals have, that 
there are peculiar difiSculties in their case. The 
redemption of Christ appears, fully adequate to the 
exigencies of everyother individiHil but themselves. 
Did. Christ, reader, in tasting death for you, overlook 
the special peculiarities of your .condition? Or had, 
he, when he cried^ "It is finishied," felled to make 
full pfrovisio^. for those peculiarities? Why, then^- 
permit your unbelief to put fer fi-om you all the 
endless provisions of Christ's redepption? If you. 
withhold confidence firom Christ as an ever-preset 
Savior, able and willing to meet all the i^culiarities 
of your condition, you do it at the peril,, yes, to the 
certain loss, of your eternal interests.. . 

2. I believe, says another, that Christ has, provided 
full redemption for me — ? a redemption- which perfectly 
covers all my necessities ; 'but I cannot exercise faith 
in -Christ' Christ, theii,;>;has. purchasied full and 
special redejnptlon for' you, but proffered it to .you 
upon conditions with virhich you cannot comply. 
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Wliy let unbelief thus fiisten a mSUstone about that 
deathless soul of yours ? 

3. My heart, says another, is so hard and insensi- 
ble, that nothing in the universe if?ill move or melt it 
I>id Christ, in tasting death for you, overlook that 
heart of stone in your boscmi ? and has he made no 
special provision to take it out of your flesh, and 
give in its stead a heart of flesh? Remember, that^if 
you_do not carry this very heart to Christ, that he 
may take it from you, and if you do not exercise 
special faith in him to do it, he will be no Savior to 
you in any sense whatever. 

4. Another individual complains that his natural 
temper is so ungovernable, and his habits of sin so 
omnipotent in their influence over him, that it ap- 
pears to him that there can be no redemption for 
him, at least in this life. If Christ has not provided 
a special and adequate remedy for these evils, and if 
your &ith does not fasten upon that particular reme- 
dy, then there is no salvation for you. Christ will 
** save you from your sins," or not at all. \ifcy let 
that temper, and those habits, drag you down to 
death, when Christ has made full and special pro- 
vision for their perfect subdual ? 

5. Another individual feels that he cannot be pre- 
served in his particular sphere, ^itow can a person 
be kept perfectly fi-ee from sin," says one, " in the 
midst of the numberless temptations incident to a 
residence in a great city ?" If this were so, I would 
say, "Up, get ye out of this place." It is better for 
thee to " enter into life," from the obscurest and most 
barren spot on earth, than to descend into the * lake 
of fire, from the most splendid palace or city. But 
12* 
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^bo.ig it that has {Mromlsed that he. will not ^ ad£^ 
you to be teiqpted above thatr ye arid able, but witli 
the te^iptatiou wjU make a way for your, escape, that 
ye xjiay.be able ta bear it*^?. Wl^d is the strongest. 
Christian, ''he tlqit is in you," or he ^that\is in the 
world".?- 

;f<Do you believe," isaid* a motiier, ''thajt I can be 
preserved in a state of perfect .peace, in the midst of , 

.' all the wes and perplex^es- of this great fainily ?" 
Christ, according, tq the suggestions of unbelief in 
' the mind of thai: . individual, had, in the special,, pro- 
visions of his. grace for her, overlooked the fkct tluit 
she. was to lie the mother of a: large family,* and had 
failed' to provide a 'special remedy. for!<all the cares 
and perplexities incidei^ ^p. her. lot in that . particular 
sphere. Sad- indeed was her condition,-^. that were . 
really the case^ ; ' ' • 

.6. It doeid not ^appear, says ahothei', possible tl^t 
creatures ' sunk so low in. sin as we* are. should, be* 

. raised to a state off perfect purity^ ' Did y«u .acquire 
tfai&t' siptlment, brother^ throqgh ai .Yull and;4;arefid 
ihquiiy into the 'tuttbre and poWer .of the grace of. 
Christ ?< Did you learn, it from a piraye/i:ilQ inves^gia- 

' tibn of the extent of the provisions and promises -of 
Christ's redemption, anil otf the power of/C7hrist;liim^- 
self as a Savior ? .^ Is that gi:ace, which has the pby^er. 
to change a rebel into a friend, insufficient, if 'appHed 
by .Christ.Mmself for the purpose, tq change* partial, 
into perfect. Love ? What ja there to^apppd U8> however" 
deep an4 settled <Wr habits of sin, if Christ has pro-: 
yided the nieanis, andJbas un^ri^en to accomplieh 

• a. full redemption from all iniquity ? . 

7. If I could- only see some one who had attaiiaed 
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10 a state of eDtire BaiictifieatioD,thenIwo3ild bciUciye 
the* doctrine. It is tety doubtful whether,' if such a 
case were actually preheated to a pennon in this state 
of mind, Gpd would not have ocofision to say untd 
him, *^I Tvork a'^wbrk in youi'-diiy, which ye will in 
iito wise belie¥e..'though a mtm declare it unto you." 
Or if he should .believe it for that iieason^the- fiiot 
itself would show thathls'faith i«sts,.iBls said in.arfor- 
mer discourse^ jipoh what "he sees, and dot upon the 
Word of Goct. Which, reader, have yoii taken, <*a» 
the only injRdlible .rule of faith and practice," the 

Wot^ of God or the attainments' of men ? 

• •  ■.■•'.> ••■■■■ 

8. It does not appear tO: me, that by simply be- 
iieying in Christ, £aya another, I could be saved from 
all sin. Ill qthet words, the degtoiratiop of. Christ, 
/'Hethatbelieveth ibjpf^e, though he wel^ dead, yet 
ehall he livej'^ does.Uotiapp^ to be a reality^ Such 
at} individual ougiit to leftro another faet.-— - that he has 
as yet : experienced but very little -of the power of 
faith in 14s <)wn heart ^ NoW the. j^St . ehalLlivd by 

faith.-' " We also i)elie¥evand therifbre -^peakt'* 

• . . : •• .'. ■; ■■'...' :•; .. " •• .. 

.y' '•:'. ••• •••   :. • -' ••• V. •■ ■/-."  •.  ■.".• •• ■•"• 

'VJ^ We may also leanx the influence of uttbeliel 

It anniljilates whiQlly . the saying infl^e^ee - . pf. '.th( 

gospel upo^ tiie heart..; It places the . sUlyject in ik 

same st^ite of absolute hopelesflmeiMi that .he wbuld B 

: in, had ho a^i»tio^ ^^^^ provided* .^Ifyb believ 

not th&t I am £ie, y^ shaJI dh in your sins;" -Wha 

ever necessity presses/upon Us, that iiecessityremaii 

forever unsuppti^dtilliaith.&Atens uppQthenji^i 

rjBdej:y^ion^f Christ, as an ever-present, and all-po!r 

er&l «iedy,. . , . ! ' .• . . 
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lose the presence of Christ under the pressure of 
business, when on a journey, or when brought into 
any scenes to which they have not before been ac 
customed. In such circumstances, they do not look 
to Christ for the special grace which he has provided 
to meet such exigencies. O that Christians would 
take this promise with them every where. — " As thy 
days, so shall thy strength be" ! " Then would their 
peace be like a river, and their righteousness as the 
waves of the sea." 

X. We also undecstand the secret of always having 
a heart melted with love and tenderness. It consists 
in a full sense of our own infinite guilt and vileness, 
of the boundless love of Christ, in making such full 
and perfect provision for our entire* necessities, and 
as being ever present in our hearts, to confer upon us 
the fiill benefits of this eternal redemption. ^ Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the children of Gtod!" 
Such a thought, when it once takes full possession of 
the mind, has onmipotent power to melt the heart, 
and cause its purest, sweetest, and best afiections to 
roll forever around one ^ blissftil centre." 

XL We now understand the reason why the Lord 
Jesus Christ declared "the kingdom of beaten to be 
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole were leavened" 
The thought here presented, in its application to 
Christians, is this : When the kingdom of heaven is 
once set up in the heart of an individual, it will lead 
directly on to an etitire subjection of all the powers 
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and principles of his being to its divine control. The 
reason is this : For our entire redemption from sin, 
into a state of perfect moral purity, the gospel has 
made full provision. For every sinful habit and pro- 
pensity, for every incentive to sin, it presents a specific 
and all-powerful remedy, through faith in Christ 
Who that hates sin, ^d loves holiness supremely, will 
remain under the power of the former, and destitute 
of the fulness of the latter, under such circumstances ? 

Xn. We see also the reason of Christ's declara- 
tion, *< And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent'' Suppose, Christian, that you could ap- 
prehend the excellence and love of Christ, as fully as 
your capacities will permit ; suppose you could ap- 
prehend the fulness of his special love to you, and to 
every other individual of our race; that you could 
apprehend him as ever present with you, to meet your 
entire necessities in time and eternity ; suppose you 
could apprehend him in all his relations to you, as 
your God and Savior, and you could be fully assured, 
that, through his love, every attribute of the Godhead 
stands pledged for your present and eternal well- 
being : to know Christ in this manner, and to have all 
the powers of your being moviug perpetually under 
the.influeuce of his infinite love, — this would indeed 
be life eternal. To be in this state is your high and 
blessed privilege. To present this love to you in all 
its fulness, God has given you his Holy Spirit If you 
will look to that Spirit tp be " strengthened with might 
in the inner man," for this specific object, «that the 
love of Christ may dweU richly in your heart by 
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•filth,^ ^ou w}li then be able to ^comprebeAd, With aU 
lixe saints, what is the breadth, and lengthy and deptli, 
and height, and to kifoiiv: the love of Chri£[t, which 
paisseth knowledge^ lhkt-ye may be filled with aU the r 
ilianess of t3i)d/' ^ ' 

'".'" - .•  •■ . •  . •• • ■•.'•- • •>'; . ■•::'•■ ■•*'■•. 
XTTT. ' Finally, we may, in the light Of this discourse, 
bnderstand the secret ' of, th^ preeminent .piety pf . 
Paul ond of prnnitire Clmstians. '-, It is all ^ezplahied 
In t)ne single e^re^ion of the . sacred Writer -^ 
<^Lo6kiJQg unta JesUSj th& ratithqi- «^d' fnisher.of our 
fiuth.." At atL timefi, iind ujider iaU ^em^umstanceg^ 
tliey •*knjBW nothing but Jesite^ Christ, -and" ham •cru- 
cified.'' They literally ^counted all things but Jo^t^y 
fbr the excdkncy of the knowledge ojf Christ JesUa 
their  JLidrd** He was Aeir f^-wi'sdornv** their ^ right- 
eousness^** vthf^ijr 'fsanctification,'' atid: '*redfenipjipn,"' 
He wisLS/iheir consolation in every afflfet^op. . He was 
thbir perfect pattern, their sole leader, and guide'. -He 
was Aeii* certain .yictcnyj in every conflict with the 
"^drld, the flesh> iand tfie. dcVil.'' Hje was their ]oy, 

their jjiope, ' their iBheritiu3.c0, their shield, a:nd ^eir 

 - . »  ,'%'•'■ • ' • •  "■  

** exceeding; g^re^tireWainL'' / He ?yas their .^« bright and 
morning star," the? fiiaj^et. of 'iheir soulsy Whic^ iield^ 
fill the powers of their ji^in^ina blissful fix$^dne^ l^  
jSue changeless centre. ' • • ■• 

N^ow, Christian, if you will belieteiV . 

to you ^5tll- that he was to them< -^He-is-the same 
yestierday, to-day^ ajjtcL- forever;" an<fV)rou may -share .■■■■ 
(u^llilly as they did in the ii)|finite fiilnee^of the love 
and grace of Ohrigfj HJ however, you would eaijoj; 
Miis full rfidemptioii, .all • the powers* of your beiujp^. 
must be ■Inrought^under.^e perpetual;infiuex>c^ of this- 
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one principle, " Loolf ing to Jesus." Do your sins rise 

up before you, and fill you with applrehensious of 

coming retributions, ^look to Jesus." Do you desire 

to be wholly freed from the power of sin, and to have 

your entire character presented to God " witliout spot 

or wrinkle,. or any such thing," "look to Jesus." Are 

you burdened with care, or do the storms of affliction 

gather atound you, " look to Jesus." Is your temper 

unsubdued, do your appetites and propensities rebel, 

and call for unhallowed gratification, "look to Jesus." 

Do temptations beset you, from within or around you, 

<« look to Jesus." Do you need wisdom and grace for 

any exigency whatever, "look to Jesus." Whatever 

your condition or necessities may be, hear his gracious 

voice — " Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 

in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls." 

" Jesus, we come at thy command, 
With faith, ^d hope, afid hi^ble zeal ; 
Resign our spirits to thy hand, 
To mould, and guide us at thy wiB." - 

13 
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, .  • •  . • . ■'  

EXCEEDING GREAT- ANj) PRECIOUS PROftQSES. 

"'Whereby are given qiitb as exceeding great and precious 
proni^ses-; that by these ye might be partakers pf the divun na- 
tuptf, bavujg escaped .'the corruptibn that'is in the world through 
4ust"— 2Prf.i.4. 

In the.verse prececUng, we are Informed, that . God, 
mjpvmg us a reflation of Jesus Ch]ist;h&8fiuTdshed 
us with a knowledge .of every thing which ^pertains 
to life aird godliness." ^ the text» w€i are informed, 
that in the same revelatioA he.has ^ven unto. us-^ ex- 
ceeding great and precious pronii6es;''^at. these 
promises are conferred upon us. for this purpose^ ^lat 
.through them, or by etiibracing them by &ith, we Hiay 
become ^ partakers 'of the divine nature," and escape 
the ^ corruption that is ip the world through iiist" A - 
promise is. a pliedge of good.. .In every promise of 
divine grace, Christ discloses to us the good. which he 
stands pledged to confer upon tis, on condition that 
we look to ]iim, by faijth, for the- blessing pi^sentedih 
the promise. Now, the success of all our ei6S)rta aAer ) 
|]6linBss,depends upon the.use we make of the prom- } 
. ises, I propose^ therefore, in the follawing discourse, | 
to illustrate the following propositions : —- 
.. L I will present to .the contemplation of the reader 
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Bome of the ^ e^qee^g great aiid-precious promiseii'^ 
of diFine grace. 

II. Shaw what is implied in: our becoming *^ par- 
takers of. the cGyiuie nature,, having eeicaped the cor- 
ruptions that are in the world through lost^ ; 

IIL Sh6Yf the manner in whiph the promises must 
be used, in order that-we may obtedn the good which 
they piiesentto us. 

I. I am to present to the conti^mplation of the 
reader some of thd. ^'exceecQng great aind precious 
pronuses" of divine graces As much that I should 
otherwise say upon this part of our subject has been 
^ticipated in preceding discourses, my remarks un^ 
der this he&d will be very brieU In presenting die 
readier, with a slight; view of these " exceeding great 
and precious promises,?' I would remark in genera], 
that Christ has pledged to. us an eternal exemption 
from all that would be to us, on the whole, a reld evil, 
and the possession of every thing, in time and eterni- 
ty, the possession of which would be to us a real. 
blessing. ,<'N6t a hair of your head shall perish.*^ 
.**And'nothing shall by' any means hurt you." "No 
good thing will be Withheld from .them that walk up^ 
rightly." These promises belong alike to all Chris- 
tians, in all ages and circumstances^ For their Mfil- 
ment, they are required, vrith full and humble confi- 
dence, to cast themselves lipon the power and fidth- 
.' fulness of Christ. But, to bo more particular, 1 re- 
mark, 

1. That Christ has promised,, to i&ll whp will believe 
in him, BA etemJEd exemption ^rom all the condemna- 
tion which they deserve on' account of iheir sihs, and 
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^viiicb actuaUy will fall upon the wicked. '^ Mj sheep 
hear my voice, Qod I know them, and they follow me ; 
and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hand." ^ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hear- 
eth my words, and believeth.OD Him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 9ondemna- 
tion, but is passed from death unto life." " There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus." 

2. A sure title to all the blesseduess enjoyed by the 
pure spirits around the throne of God. ''Ye are 
come," — << to an innumerable company of angels, and 
to the general assembly and church of the first bom^ 
which are written in heaven." ''I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish." '' \Vho shall 
separate us from the love of God ? " 

Suppose, reader, that you were, introduced within 
the veil of eternity, and were permitted to look down 
into the gulf of death, until you should fully appre- 
heud the infinite wretchedness of a lost spirit, as he 
wanders on, through ceaseless ages, amid the, gloom 
and despair of the eternal sepulchre ; suppose you 
were then permitted to raise your vifflon to those infi- 
nite heights of purity and bless^edness to which re- 
deemed spirits in heaven will ascend, as eternity rolls 
on its endless years. While these depths of gloom 
and heights of bliss were distinctly before your mind, 
suppose Christ should pledge himself to you ; that he 
would free you from all exposure to the former, and 
give you a sure title to the full possession of the hit- 
ter. What an " exceeding great and precious prom- 
ise" that would be ! Such is the promise of Christ 
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.mow before yoti.'* "Bless the Lord^ O my soul, and 
foFl^et not all his benefits.'^ 

- 3. Entire freedbm from a]l sin. and tlie transforma- 
tion of our entire character into a likeness to his own. 
"V says Christ,.** "will sprinkle ejean water uponyou^ 
and ^ shaU'be clean ;:fh)W'aS your fUthiness^ and 
fit>m aU your idols, will I pleanscyou.^ *< And thbU 
fihaJt call his- nanieXEs^js ; for he shall save his peo- 

. pie from their sins.^ ' . ". But we all with open iace be** 

- holding as in a glass th^ glory of the Lord, .are 
changed into the same image from glory t<)^ glory, even 

. as by die spirit of the Lord.** ' This id held before tks 
as a promise* Such a; change Christ stands pledge^ 
to produce in us, if we will believe in hini* 

4. He promises to subdiie our lusts and propensi- 
ties, to guard us agailist all tiemj)tation to sin from 
within or around us, and to give Us a full and perfect 

• victory over " the- wqrld, the flesh, and the devil." "If 
Christ be in you, the body is.dead because of sin**" 
" Walk in the spirit and ye sliall not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh." " If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature ; old things are pas'^ed away ; beliiold, all 
things have become new." " Tbih is the victorjr that 
overcometh the world, ei^eti bur faith." ,"Fear not, 1 
tuiv^ overcome thfe world." "He is. able to succor 
them, that are tempted." '*<y(^o wjlLnot'suiSeryoU 
to be tempted above that ye are able; but Will with 
the temptation' make a way to escape, that ye. may be 
able to bear it." 

5. Consolation in every affliction.. " iThiB spirit of 
the Lord God is upon nie ; because the Lord hath an- 
ointed, nie to preach good tidings to the meek $ Hq hath 
sent me to bind up the brokeh-lieartedt to prckilaimlib^ 

13* 



150 CHBISTIAN FERFECTIOIf. 

erty to the captives, and the opening of the prifion to 
them that are bound ; to comfort all that nooum ; to 
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion^ to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mournings 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
^Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest." 

6. The constant fruition of the divine presence and 
love, and all the blessedness which he himself enjoys, 
as far as our capacities will permit. ** We will come 
and make our abode with him.'' ^I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them." ^ Peace I leave with you, 
my peace " — i. e., the peace w^hich I enjoy — "I give 
unto you." " That they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves." ^ The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus." 

7. The privilege of going to God, at all times and 
under all circumstances, in prayer, with the use of 
Christ's name, and with the certain pledge that what- 
soever we thus ask, that will be a good to us, shall be 
granted. "If ye abide in me, and my words- abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you." " If ye shall ask any thing in my name, 1 
will do it" " Ask and it shall be given you, that your 
joy may be full," 

8. The constant presence and illumination of the 
Holy Spirit " He shall abide with you forever." "He 
shall lead you into all truth." ** He shall take of mine 
and show them unto you." 

9. Not merely grace to make us holy and keep us 
from all sin, but an infinite reward for every expres- 
sion of love that he shall receive fi^m us, and every 
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aet of obedience that we shall rend^ to hkn. ** And 
e^ery one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundred fold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life. And whosoever shall 
give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only, in the name of a disciple, vferily I say 
unto you, He shall in no wise lose his reward." Such 
Is the infinite and incomprehensible love and grace 
of Christ. By his grace we are rendered holy, and 
are then to be rewarded infinitely for being what the 
gi'ace of Christ has rendered us. 

10. Great success in our efforts to advance his cause. 
^He that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the same bring- 
eth forth much fruit" " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also ; and greater works than these shall he do ; 
because I go to my Father." Christ has not only 
promised to render us thus successful, but to bestow 
an infinite and eternal reward upon us for all that we 
accomplish for him. " They that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness, as the stars forever and ever." 

11. Christ promises to us a peaceful death, and a 
glorious Jmmortality. <<Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright; for the end of that man is 
peace." **I will come again and receive you to my- 
self, that where I am, there ye may be also." ** We 
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him ; for we shall see him as he is." ^ And there 
shall be no more curse ; but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be. in it ; and his servants shall 
serve him ; and they shall see his fiice ; and faa 
name shall be in their foreheads." 
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' Such lire the 'promises- of Christ to his' people.. 
And, reader, are not thete pronaises ^^exceoding 
great and precious"? Tp you they all' bel<m£; and 
Christ myites you to come to him, and receive your 
purchased and -promised inheritance. We wiD now 

inquire, . . .' 

• • ••„ • .. ,  _ • 

' n. WIuU is implied in oar heing-'^iiuidei^^ 
-Qf the dnrine nature, haiving escaped the corruption 
that is in the worid thorough lust'' "Hils implies twa 
things*— -•.-_ /. . : . - •*" 

.1. That We become entirely etnancipsted from t6e 
{K)wer of sih.. Na'person,not thus emancipated, -but 
BtiU, in-any degree, under the power of sin^ tould be 
said to- have '^etfeaped the corruption that Is in the 
world thi<»Vgh lust*' 

.3. It implies that we, to the full- extetat of <)ur 
powers, be rendered partakers -of the holiness and 
Uessedness of God. l^tu^isTtfae only sense in which 
any inte|lligent.being oan.be a partaker of tde divine 
nature; -" But hej" says the apostle, " for our profit,, 
diat we height be partakers of his hblihess.'*. To be 
partakers of the divine' holinesis, and consequently 
of the divine blessedness^ is of course the same 
thing as to be rendered parti^ers of the divine 
nature. 

That we iriight thus' escape the' corruptions that are 
in the wpHd, and be *^maAe partakers .of uLe divine 
nature,^ is the declared object for which the *^ exceed- 
ing great and precious promises" were given. When, 
we come to Christ by faith for a fulfilment of these 
promises, his power sttods pledged to fiillil in us the 
glorious dbject' for which' they were given. I Bxn 
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JJL To show the manner in which we are to use 
the promises, in order that we may obtain the good 
'which they present to us. As the design of the 
promises is to free us from the "corruptions that are 
in the world," and render us << partakers of the divine 
nature," they are addressed and adapted to every pos- 
sible condition in which we may be placed, and as a 
remedy for every evil, natural and moral, in which 
ive may be involved. They descend to the sinner in 
the lowest depths of guilt and depravity, for the pur- 
pose of lifting him out of the <* horrible pit and miry 
clay," and rendering him a partaker of the << divine 
natui'e." They meet the Christian, in a state of par- 
tial holiness, for the purpose of raising him to a state 
of << perfect love," and then of carrying Lim upward 
and onward, from glory to glory, through time and 
eternity. Now, to use the promises so as to become 
possessed of the blessings which they proffer to us, 
four things are necessary — 1. That we know our 
need. 2. That we apprehend the particular promise 
of Christ, which was designed to meet that particular 
necessity. 3. That we repose full confidence in 
Christ's ability and feithfulness to fulfil the promise 
which he has spread before us. 4. That we cast our 
whole being upon him, for the specific purpose of 
securing a fulfilment of the particular promise before 
us. For example, the sinner is brought to foe! him- 
self to be in a lost condition. Here he is met with 
the declaration of Christ, « I came to seek and to save 
that which was lost;" together with the promises, 
"Look to me and be ye saved;" "Whosoever com- 
eth to me I will in no vrise cast out" Let the sinner 
cast himself at once upon Christ, for the definite 
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imr pone of secoriog a fiilfiliBeiit of those 'i^>ecific 
pioin]8e& Afe yoa in darioiess, leader, go direcdy 
to 'Glirist fi>r the- fiilfilment of the pfomise, ^I will 
lead the blind by: a way which they know not!" Is 
your heait hard and unfeeling, go- to Christ with the 
definite promise, <<I will talce the heart of stone out 
of your flerii,.and will fp^e yon a heaft of fledij" and 
cast yourself upon his fiiithfulness for the fulfilment 
of that promise.' Are your appetites, or your pro- 
pendties, the <<oecaaon of stumbling" to you, carry 
these particular objects to, Christ, and plead the d^- 
nite promises^ ''If Christ be in you, the body is-dead, 
because of sin," and ''If any man be in Christ, he is 
a. new creature ; old things have passed away ; behold, 
all things have become new" Do temptations beset 
you, go to .Christ with the promise, "Who win not 
suffer you to be tempted above that yOu'are able; 
hilt, will with the temptation make a way for your 
esciKpe, that ye may be able to bear it" Are you 
about to entei^ into new and untried scenes, or spheres 
pf action, go to Christ widi. the specific . promises, 
"Lo,. I am with you always," and ^My grace is suf- 
ficient for tiiee" ' Are you "hungering and . thirsting 
after righteousness," this piromise you may now plead 
with Christ, " They diall be filled." Does the water 
of life begin to flow in your heart, this promise now 
rises' before you, " Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that Ii^all give him, shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of witter 
sprin^ng up into everlasting life." In shprt, what- 
ever your condition or state of mind may be, remem- 
ber thiEit tbere you are addressed by your Savior with ' 
•some specific promise, perfectiy adapted to your. 
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peculiar case. Your life dq[>ends upon youir caerting 
-yourself at once. upop the faithiulness of Christ, for 
a fulfilment of that promise. In so using the' *' ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiBes,r you may, with 
absolute certainty,' be rendered a <<part$ker of the 
diyine nature, iumng escaped the corruption -that is 

in the world through lust" . 

• ' . * • • "  

, • . • • " • ' '• > : 

REBfAKKS. 

:  • . • ^ • .-. ••  • 

' L We will notice ^e* great truth, of which we 
need to bave a fuU . and . distinct apprehension, in 
order that all the prdmi^s may. rise, -before our 
minds as living realities. It is t^e infinite loye 
of* God in the gift . of Christ fbi: our redemption. 
In Christ, << all. the promises are yei^ and amen." 
^He that spared not his own Son,: but delivered him 
up fqr us' all, how shall he not; with him fi'e^ly give 
us. all things;" For the want of such an Apprehen- 
sion of the love of Christ, the promisea are, to the 
^eat mass of the church, almost as a ." dead letter." 

IL We notice cme of the first/lessons ¥4iich should 
be tauglit to the young convert He should first of 
all use the proniises as a sovereign remedy to every 
il] that may press upon him. Let his eye be directed 
to these; let him become accustomed to jipjply to 
them in every possible .ezigeAcy, and hie wHi ascend 
upwards Upon them, as upon Jacob's- ladder, fi*om 
glory to glory, to eternal heights of purity and ble^is- 
edness. 

in We see how it is that tt^e peace of .the yott^g 
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eonrert lis very commonly destroyed, and his growtli 
in grace prevented, by the instructions wfaicb he 
receives from older Christians. . When the convert, 
alarmed at the discovery of inward corruptions, and 
of the numerous occasions of stumbling, in himself 
arising from his temper, his appetites, his habits of 
sin, as well as the hardness of his heart, comes for 
counsel to those who ought to be able to point bim at 
once to the remedy, and thus lead him to the ** foun- 
tain of living waters," there is- commonly a direct 
attempt to comfi)rt him in his present state. He is 
told that such discoveries of inward corruption are 
the highest evidence of our conversion, that he must 
not be alarmed, when he <^ finds the Canaanite in the 
land," that these foes wiH never be dislodged from 
his bosom till his dymg day, and that Christ will very 
soon teach him the << plague of his own heart," by 
letting him slide down from the warmth and blessed- 
ness of his first love, into the valley of spiritual death, 
misnamed the valley of humiliation. Well might the 
convert reply to such guides, << Miserable comforters 
are ye all." If, now, he will turn from all such direc- 
tions to the ^'exceeding great and precious promises" 
of Christ, and with humble confidence cast himself 
upon his feithfiilness, then shall his "righteousness go 
forth as brightness, and his salvation as a lamp that 
bumeth.^' Then shall he prove by blessed experi- 
ence the truth of the promise, /'Even the youths shall 
&dnt and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
&11 ; but they that vniit on the X<ord shall renew their 
strength ; they shall mount up on vnngs as eagles ; 
they shaU run and not be weary ; they shall walk and 
iMtftint" 
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IV. We may understaad the object whloli the 
Christian should have ixi view, in searching his own 
beart. It shoidd be the same as the physician has in 
examining the symptoms of his patient ; L e., to deter- 
mine the natm'e of the disease, for the pmpose of 
applying ^e appropriate remedy. So the Christiaii 
shcaild examine himself to determine what he is, and 
^vbiat he needs, for the purpose of looking, away to 
some definite promise as the remedy to that necessity. 
Hto^w profitable -seasons of fasting and prayer w^uld 
be, if spent in this manner with the Physician of 
souls. The want/ of tins definite object is the great 
reason, I suppose, why such seasons are so generally 
almoslt pi'ofitless to Christians. 

' • > 

. V. We see why it is, that Christians tipply to Chriirt 
^r sanctification, &C., a]most without success. Their 
object is comdnonly general and undefined, and 
nothing specific is presented. Let an individual, on 
the other hand, who finds his temper, his appetites, 
- his propensitie$,^or worldly pursuits, the occasion of 
falling, take one or more of these definite objects to 
Christ, and cast himself, in view of some definite 
promise, upon hi^ faithfiilness, to have that {jarticular 
cause of sin removed ; let him thus bring all his pow- 
ers and propensities to Christ, and how soon would 
all his faculties and susceptibilities be so sweetly 
and perfectly subjected to the will of God, that «J1 
occasioD of stumbling would be taken away ! In all 
instances, reader, when you go to Christ with some 
definite object, resting also upon some definite prom- 
ise, you are siu*e to be heard, 

14 
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VL We see how it is that Satan often destroys the 
confidence of Christians in the promises, in their ap- 
plication to themselves^ It is by directing their at- 
tention to some promise that is not applicable to their 
pres^ent state, and pressing them to attempt to believe 
in that Said one, I often thought of the promise, 
** Blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall be com- 
forted;" and because I was not in the state upon 
which that promise was conditioned, I thought there 
was no other promise in the fiible that belonged to 
me, or upon which I could lay hold. Before that 
individual could mourn, it was necessary for her to 
<<look on him whom she had pierced.** Quite 
another promise belonged to her in the state referred 
to, to wit, ** Look to me and be ye saved." By cast- 
ing herself upon this, she would soon have been 
brought into a state to which the promise first re- 
ferred to was addressed. As long as Satan can keep 
the mind from the promises addressed to our particu- 
lar state, and fixed upon others inapplicable, he will 
hold us, in spite of ourselves, in unbelief 

Vn. We see why it is that to most professors the 
thought of being entirely sanctified in this life, ap- 
pears so chimericaL Their minds have ranged, in 
the darkness of unbelief, amid their own wrong 
doings and short comings ; and not upon the bound- 
less provisions, and "exceeding great and precious 
promises," of divine grace, till they have apprehended 
the riches of the glory of Christ's inheritance in the 
saints. If Christ has made provision for our entire 
holiness, and has promised, on the condition of sim- 
ple faith in his word, that he will himself sanctify ua 
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whoUj, and preserve our whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, blameless unto his coming and kingdom', how 
reasonable to expect that his power shall effect what 
his love has provided and his truth has promised ! 

VnL We see why it appears to most persons so 
impossible to exercise that faith wliich would result 
in a state of entire sanctification. They do not believe 
that provision is made in the gospel for the attain- 
ment of that state, or that Christ has promised it to 
us, on condition of our faith in him for that blessing. 
If Christ has made such provisions, and given such 
promises, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to 
account for the existence of that fidth in an individual 
which induces partial and not perfect holiness, when 
he has those provisions and promises distinctly before 
his mind. 

IX. In what sense all Christians are expected and 
required to be witnesses for Christ They are ex- 
pected and required so to trust Christ in respect to 
the fulfilment of all his promises, that they can say 
from blessed experience, that in all those promises 
Christ is a fidthful and true vntness. Take the fol- 
lowing promise as an example — ^^'^ Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, be- 
cause he trusteth in thee.** Now we are expected 
and reqilired to <<stay ourselves upon God" in such 
a manner, that we can affirm from experience, that 
the effect of trusting in God is all that it is here 
affirmed to be. So of every other promise in the 
Bible. If we cannot thus testify for God, we are 
found to be &]se witnesses for him. It is in giving 
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Buch testimony that we are chiefly to glonfy Christy 
and benefit our feUow-men. How melancholy i^ the 
fiict, that mogt professors, instead of being ^^>le to 
speak for Christ, as his fidthful and true witoeiaaes, 
can only give an opinion, that if they should embrace 
the promises, they would find them true ; which is no 
more than the impenitent can say, and of course is no 
testimony at ap. 

X. We see that i( as is conomonly supposed, God 
has so arranged the dispei^uttions of his providence 
and grace that no one will attain to a state of entirs 
sanctification in this life, he has nmde such arrange 
ments that he shall never have a witness on earth 
that can bear full testimony to the truth of iiis prom- 
isea» Many of these promises are, a^ we have seen 
in a former discburse, conditioned on the esstence 
of this state in the subject How infinitely absurd is 
the. supposition that Gknl has made definite arrange- 
ments, by which he is never tahave a witness on 
earth, who can bear fiall testimony for him ! << Ye are 
Mty wimesses, saith the Lord." See to it. Christian, 
that you, by availing yourself of profiered grace, be- 
come perfectly qualified to bear fiill testimony for 
God. How reasonable is the supposition that God 
should make fiill provision for the perfect qualifica- 
tipn, i. e., sanctification of his own witnesses ! How 
perfectly unreasonable the opposite supposition ! > 

* 

XL We may also perceive the perfect absurdity of 
the supposition, that if a Christian were entirely 
sanctified, he would not be permitted longer to live 
on earth ; but would be taken directly to heaven. Iq 
other words, if an* individual were fiilly qualified to 
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bear testimony for Christ, he would not allow him to 
testify at all! 

XIL We perceive the infinite obligation resting 
upon us, to be entirely free from care and perplexity, 
and to be always, and under all circimistances, in a 
state of perfect peace and blessedness. We have 
only to rest down upon the '^ exceeding great and 
precious promises," and every care, every perplexity, 
and every burden, is necessarily rolled from o\ir 
minda We are led into the *^ banqueting-house" of 
the Redeemer, "where his banner over us is love." 
We are conducted forth "into the ^een pastures, 
and beside the still waters." We range along the 
banks of the river of life, and our peace and blessed- 
ness will be like the broad, and deep, and crystal 
flow of that river. 

Reader, what is the character of your religion ? Is it 
a life-giving and a peace-giving religion ? Your body, 
you say, is the "temple of the Holy Spirit." What 
are the fhiits of the spirit ^at actually dwells in that 
temple ? Are they "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance " ? 
"If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his." 

Xnr. In the light of this subject, we are also led to 
contemplate and adore the infinite love of God to us. 
This love is manifested in the bestowment upon 
creatures, infinite in guilt and vileness, of the highest 
blessing that infinite wisdom could conceive, that 
infinite love could desire, and infinite power confer 
— the eternal possession of the "<Mvme nature" — 

14* 
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the boliaess and blessedness of God. Reader, 4vreU 
upon this thought In it learn to comprehend your 
own privileges, and the boundless loye of Grod. For 
the bestowment of this blessing full provisicni is 
made in the gospel. For its full' accomplishment 
in you, the Son of God is << standii^g at the door," 
and the spirit of grace is now in your heart. If 
you will open the door, the Son of God will enter, 
ii), and confer this blessed inheritance upon you. 

XIV. Finally, we perceive the infinite obligation . 
that rests upon us,, not to remain under the power 
of any sin ; but to have our temper, our appetites, omr 
propensities, habits, and all the powers and suscep-. 
tibUitles of our being, subdued and brought into 
sweet and perfect sul^ection to the will of Christ, 90 
that there shall be <<none occasion of stumbling in 
us." For the accomplishment of this, fuU provision 
is made in the gospel of the . grace of God, and we 
haye only to cast ourselves upon Christ for the fill- 
iilment of .the ^(exceeding great and precious- prom- • 
ises" which he has given us,< and all this' blessed-, 
ness is oUrs. • It is your blissful privilege, reader, 
in . the use of these promises, to be made a ^ pai^ 
taker of the divine nature, having escaped the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through lust" Re- 
member what God has said — ^^Now the just shall 
live by faith ; but if any man draw back, my soul' 
shall have no pleasure in him." ^ See that ye re- * 
fuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped 
not who refused him that spake on earth, much more 
shall not we escape, iif we turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven." . 



DISCOURSE VIII. 

I- 

THE DIVINE TEACHER. 

** Now the Lord in that Spirit 5 and where the Spifjt of the 
Lord isy there is liberty. But we all, with open faee beholding^,. 
as in a g^laas, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
--2C(w.iii.l7,18. 

Iir the verses preceding, the apostle speaks of the 
Teil that was over the mind of the Jew, in the read- 
ing of the Scriptnres^and which prevented his under- 
standing their true import In the text he speaks of 
the privileges which Christians efyoy through the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit ^^ Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty;" L e^ there is a full 
and direct aspect of 'truth, and a full experience of 
its renovating power. ^ But 'we all, with open face,- 
befaolding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image, from glory to gl6ry, 
even ais by tilie Spirit of the Lord." Every real Chris- 
tian can call to mind 'seasons when he had such ' 
views oi truth as are here referred to — views which 
melted his whole soul into love and tenderness, and 
brought all the powers of his being into sweet sub- 
jection to the will of God. Could these visions be 
rendered perpetual in the mind of the Christian, Ma 
beart'^would never wax cold or unfeeling ; nor would 
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there ever be any rival to Christ in his heart, to dis- 
pute with him the empire of the souL In the ab- 
sence of such views, darkness enters and spreadjB 
itself over the ndind, and temptations to sin have a 
sovereign power. Now, to impart these visions oF 
truth, to render them perpetual, and thus preserve the 
mind under the uninterrupted influence of the love 
of Christ, and give to that love the highest possible 
efficacy over the heart, is the appropriate office of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the part which he now acts in 
the plan of redemption. Christ is of God made unto 
us << wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption." The office of the Holy Spirit is to 
present Christ to our minds in such a maimer that all 
these objects shall be fully accomplished in us. 

The attention of the reader is now invited to a few 
general bbservations designed to iUustrate the office 
of the Holy Spirit, in the work of redemption, as above 
presented. To accomplish this object, I remark, 

L The H6ly Spirit enlightens the intellect, and 
carries on the work of sanctification in the heart, by 
the presentation of truth to the mind ; and the truth 
presented does not i-espect himse]^ but Jesus Christ 
** The sword of the Spirit is the word of God." " Ho w- 
beit, when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth ; for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak ; and he will show you things to come. He 
shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall Bhow it unto you." The Holy Spirit sustains to 
Christ the same relation that d. teacher does to the 
particular science which he teaches. His object i& 
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not to present himself to the p^pil, but the science. 
So the Spurit shows not himself but Christ, to our. 
xaii^ds. We feel and recognize the presence of the 
Spkit, only as Christ is presented to our minds, aad 
thus the 'Vloye of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." 

IL Ip thus accomplishing the work of redemption, 
the H0I7 Spirit sustains to Christians luid sinners en- 
tirely dif^rent relations. To the latter he sustains the 
es^clusive relation of a reprover of sin, his object be- 
ixig conviction, for the purpose of leading the aUmer, 
humbled and penitent, to Christ ^ And when he i^ 
come, he will reprove the w(»-ld of sin^ and of right- 
eous];i06s, and of judgment" 

To the Christian, on the other hand, — the Chris^ 
tian, I mean, in a state of love and obedience to God, 
— he sustains the relation of a teacher, a comforter, 
an indwelling light, in which the glory and love of 
Christ are continuaUy reflected upon the eye of the 
mind- " He shall take of mine, and 'shall show it un- . 
to you." " He shall testify of me." « But the Cona- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you aU things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever -1 
have said unto you." <<He dwelleth in you, and shall 
be in you." 

HL The Holy Spirit, in the. relation last described, 
id given to Christians after they believe in Christ, and 
in consequence of their faith in him. Acts il 38, 
<< Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
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remission of sins, and ye shall receive the ffft of the 
Holy Ghost" Eph. i. 13, ^In whom also, after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise." Frov. i 23, <* Turn you at my reproof; be- 
hold, I will pour out my Spirit uxK>n you ; 1 will make 
known my words unto you." As these passages 
respect all Christians alike, they refer, not to the mi- 
raculous, but common influences of the Spirit, as an 
indwelling light in the hearts of God's people. 

IV. The design of God, in the gift of his Spirit, is, 
that he be to Christians, not as a *< stranger or a so- 
journer, that tumeth aside to tarry but for a night," 
but as the perpetual light of their souls, of whose illu- 
mination they are never to be destitute. John xiv. 15 
— 17, ^ If ye love me, keep my commandments ; and 
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide unih you forever ; even the 
Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him ; but ye 
know him ; for he dweDeth with you, and shall be in 
you." Hence it is said of Christians, that their *^ bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost," and that they 
themselves are ^ the temples of the living God." As 
the visible manifestation of the divine glory never de- 
parted from the Holy of Holies in the ancient temple, 
so God designs that the light of his Spirit shall never 
depart from the more sacred temple of the heart, and 
nothing but sin can quench his divine illuminations 
there. To enjoy these perpetual divine illuminations. 
Christian, to have those full and unceasing visions of 
the glory of Christ, by which you may be aUe to 
''comprehend the breadth, and depth, and length, and 
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height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge," is your high privilege and most sacred 
duty. 
) 

V. We will now consider the state of those who 
thus enjoy the perpetual illununation of the Holy 
Spirit 

1. They have all those full, and direct, and perpet- 
ual visions of the love of Christ, which are necessary 
to their highest purity and blessedness. ^' Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is Uberty.'* "But we all, 
'With open face beholdipg as in ti glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the* same image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." "He that 
IS spiritual " — L e., taught of the Spirit — " judgeth all 
things," has a distinct perception of all truth, which 
it concerns him to understand. "He shall guide you 
into all truth." 

2. All the wisdom that is necessary, that they, as the 
servants of Christ, may in every sphere and condition 
in life, glorify him in the most effectual manner. This 
IS implied in the promise, " He shall lead you into all 
truth." It is also included in the promise, "If any 
man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth un- 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be 
given him." 

3. They have such views of Christ as impart to 
them full and unfailing consolation in every affliction. 
In special reference to this part of his office, he is 
called the " Comforter." 

4. Such a full and perpetual fruition of the presence 
and love of Christ as constitutes the richest foretaste 
of future blessedness. The gift of the Spirit, for this 
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reason, is called the <<. earnest of our inberitano^ until 
the redemption of the purchased possession." 
. 5. The Spirit is given to such, as heaven's signet; 
aS God's seal to their title to the eternal inheritance 
which Christ has purchased for them. <<Griieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." ^ Ye are sealed with the 
Hply Spirit of promise." 

Such are your privileges, Christian, in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit All truth is perfectly known to ium. 
^The Spirit searcheth all thitigs, yea, the deep things 
of God." Every truth that you need to understand, 
he is able to present to your mind, in such a manner, 
that from it you shtdi receive the highest possible in- 
fluence. He is equally able to present those truths^ 
and those aspects of truth, which are perfectly adapted 
to your necessities in every condition in life. To you 
he is given as the last and richest gift of your God and 
Savior, to be in you as a perpetually indwelling light, 
through which you are to be *f filled with all the ful- 
ness of Godi" Christ has promised that ^ whosoever 
believeth in him shall not walk in darkness ; but shall 
have the light of life." By availing yourself of the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, this promise may be 
fully accomplished in your own blessed ezperienc& 
Remember this, also, that without this- divine illumina- 
tion, you will and you must walk in darkness. Those 
life-giving aspects of truth, presented to the mind by 
the Spirit, you can obtain from no other source what- 
ever. " Even so the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God." « The natural man," th.e man 
that trusts to his own wisdom, wjthoat the aid of di- 
vine illumination, "re^eiyeth pot the things of the 
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Spirit of God; jfor they are fooluhness UBto lu^; 
neither can ftE know them, because they are spiriui- 
ally discerned." ' 

• • • . • 

•VL. We will now consider the conditions on which 
Tve can enjoy the perpetual illumination of the Holy 
Spirit 

1. His perpetual presence and illumination must be 
sought by prayer and ^&i^ on the Son of God." 

-<*How much more shall your Father, which is in 
heaven, give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ! " 

'2. Your' motives in seeking his illumination must 
be identical with those of the Spirit as your teacher. 
His appropriate office is, to <<take of the things of 
Christ and show them unto you ; " to impart to you 
that knowledge which is necessary to your highest 
holiness, blessedness, and usefulness, as a Christian. 
When you ask of God for the indwelling light of his 
Holy Spirit, ask it for this exclusive purpose, that you 

' may ki^Qw Christ, and &lly experience the renovating 
■power of his. love upon 'your heart, that you may 
« know the tilings which are freely given you of God," 
and understand, as the servants of Christ, all. the re- 
sponsibilities devolving upon you, in cjvery relation and 
condition in life. - * 

3. iSeek the Olumination of iiie Holy Spirit, with a 
fldl consciousness and acknow^odgment of yoiu*x>wn 
blindness and ignoralnce) and entire dependency upon 
his teaching. " Except ye be -converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall in no case enter into the. king- 

' dom of heaven."' **If ariy man would be wise among 
you, let him become a fool^ that he 'ma^r be wise ; " 
that is, let him acknowte^tge his total darkhesi and 

15 
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ignorance in himself and seek for divine illuxnination 
as the only source of true wisdom. 

4. Seek the illumination of the Spirit in the dili- 
gent use of all appropriate means — the study of the 
Scriptures — attendance upon the instructions and 
ordinances of God'd hou&e, and in social conTerse 
and prayer with such as are themselves spiritually 
taught. In- the uao of such means, with such a 
Spirit and object, your cup vnll be always fiilL It 
¥rtll overflow forever. 
• 

REMARKS. 

L In the light of this discourse, a few important 
passages of Scripture admit of a ready explanation. 
For example, Luke x. 21, ''In that hour Jesus re- 
joiced in spirit,, and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
thusgs fi*om the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes ; even so, Father, for so it ^emed 
good in thy sight" . ^ The wise and prudent " are 
tiiose who proudly depend upon their own wisdom, 
and are regarded as wise by the world around theiZL 
''Babes" are such as acknowledge their J^llndness 
and ignorance, and look to Christ for divine illumi- 
nation. How appropriate the joy and gratitude of 
Christ, that the former were left in darkness, and the 
latter divinely illumined! John ix. 41, "Jesus said 
unto them. If ye were blind, ye should have no sin ;" 
that is, if you would acknowledge your blindness, and 
come to me for divine iUumination, your sins would 
be whoUy removed from you ; but now ye say, "We 
oev ; therefore your sin reimaineth ; " tliat is, you deny 
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your ignorance and dependence upon me ; therefore 
your character remains unchanged, and your sins rest 
upon you. 1 Cor. iL9, <<But, as it is written, £ye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him." This 'passage is 
very commonly considered ajs applicable only to the 
condition of saints in heaven. . The context shows, 
however, that it is applied exclusively to the condi- 
tion of Christians on earth. ^But God hath reyealed 
them unto us by his Spirit" Such are your privileges 
now, Christian, through the love of Christ reflected 
upon your heart by the Holy. Spirit, which is given 
unto you. 

n. We may now understand one, at least, of the 
ways in .which the <* Spirit beareth witness with our 
flpirit, that we are the children of God." When, for 
example, the Christian asks for wisdom from above, 
or for divine illumination in respect to any question 
of truth or duty, and receives from the Spirit an 
answer to his request $ in that answer, the Spirit of 
God bears witness with his spirit that he is a child 
of God. Such is the testimony that he is perpetually 
bearing in the heart of all who are humble and con- 
trite in spirit, and tremble at God's word. Reader, 
do you know what it is to have the witness of the 
Spirit in your own heart ? 

ni. We are also fully prepared to answer the ques- 
tion, Id what consists the grand secret of holy living? 
It is an indwelling Christ, whose image ia perpetually 
reflected upon the eye of the mind, by the iUumina- 
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•  • - 

tMAof the Holy Spirit JEtoBder, is your piety «f 
such a chanuster as this ? • 

< IV. ^ wbyQjt sekise only i» the Hol^ Spirit a saxio* 
tifier ? ^^Christ is of God naade unta us wisdouiy.aiu} 
righfeousneas, and sanctificatimif and redemptioiu" 
The Spirit Sfcnctifies l^ presehling Christ to *the 
mind in sudi a maplier, that we are transformed 
into his image. The- common error of ClvistianB^ 
in. respect to this subject, seems to be diis — looking- 
i^way&om Christ to. the Holy Spirit.- for sancdficft- 
tion^ insteadr of looking for the Spirit to. render 
Christ 4heir sanctificatioB. 

^ . •  . * * 

Y; For not haying Christ perpetually dwelling in . 
your heart, reader, as your wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption^ you are without ez- 
euse. Fbr this special piirpose the. Holy Spirit is* 
. given to you. In his light it is.jotVb]essed privilege 
peipetually to walk << How much more shall yoyr 
Father which is in heaven giv0 t&e Holy Spiirit to 
them- that ask him?" '<<jMvanA.it shall be giTen 
you." .^ For ey^ one that asketh receiveth." - •. 

'•  • '  

,9 • • 

 ' *' ' 

• • • i  ' • 

'^fh We see, in the light of this subject,. the true 
ground of the expectation, that^ in oior. efforts after ho- 
liness, we may attain to a st^te of entire consecration 
. to Christ . << Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling.) for it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do' of. his -own good pleasure." 
Our hopeof attaining to this state rests not at all upon . 
.a view of our own natural powers as moral agents, but 
upoh the provuQoas of divine grace for our ^ redomp- 



»1 
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tion drom all ifsiquity," and our perfect <* completeness 
in all the will of God," together with the divine aid 
that is promised to succeed all sincere efforts made in 
simple faith in Christ, for the attainment of that state. 
In the redemption of Christ, as we have seen in for- 
mer discourses, full provision is made for the entire 
sanctification of every believer. The Holy Spirit is 
given for the express purpose of so presenting the 
Lbrd Jesus Christ to our minds, that we may expe- 
rience in our hearts the full power of his redemption. 
The Spirit, it should be remembered, has a perfect 
understanding of all truth pertaining to our salvation. 
He has, at all times, direct access to our hearts, and is 
perfectly able to present the image of Christ to our 
minds in such a manner, that it shall exert upon us the 
highest possible transforming power. He is always 
in us, a perpetually indwelling light, whose highest 
illuminations we can always enjoy, by opening our 
hearts with simple faith and prayer to receive it With 
such provisions and such a helper, to what state ought 
we to expect to attain ? Who ia strongest. Christian, 
— let me put the question again, — **he that is in you, 
or he that is in the world ? " Which has the greatest 
power, the Spirit of the living God, together with an 
indwelling Christ, or your fleshly lusts and propensi- 
ties? Shall the followers of Christ proclaim, the iiict, 
that the Spirit and grace of Christ are less strong in 
their hearts, than the « vmrld, the flesh, and the devil ? " 
that that grace which changed an enemy into a friend, 
is not adequate to render that friend ^perfect and com- 
plete in all the will of God » ? « Tell it not in Gath ! 
publish it not m the streets of Askelon ! lest the daugh- 
ters of the uncircumcised triumph !" 

15* 
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Vn. We are iiow'{»repiiifed,1n the light ofthls and 
of the^porecediog discourses, to understand the great 
tod fundaoiental errors, of the Perfectionists, a sect 
which rose some years ago im the state of New York^ 
and subsequently spread to a small extent over vari- 
ous parts of the country. The following are some' of 
the tenets of thi^ sect; They imuntained,. 1. That in 
ihe gospel there is a tetid abrogation of the m<>ra]. law 
as a rule. of action, and that Christians are forever 
freed fir9m all obligation to God, or aoy dthei: beintg; 
2. That,. by one act of faith, the Chiustian is brought 
into such a state, that it; ia absolutely impossible that 
he;should ever afterwards commit sin.. 3. That the 
Spirit now coramunicatea truth to Christians by direct 
i:evQlation; and hence the study of the Scriptures^ die 
ministry, of reconciliatibn, prayer, the Sabbath, and all 
the ordinances, and 'the church itself they wholly dis- 
pensed with. 4* For the teachings of the. Spirit they 
substituted impressions iuod impulses, .maintaining 
that every eidsting desire or impulse is produced by tb e 
direct agency of tfafe Spirit, and therefore to he grati- 
fied. * Hence, 5. • Many of ^em maintained the abroga- 
tion of marriiiige, even, and became the advocates of 
gross licentiousness fi'om principle, and all. this under 
the profession of absolute perfection in holiness. The 
reader will at once perceive, that no system could posi> 
sibly be devised, which placed the (subject more per- 
fectly under the power of the greait enemy, thati this. 
The sect, containing in itself the principle of disui^ion 
and disorganization,' very soon burst astinder, and now 
lies in scattered f]*agments in various parts of th6 coun> 
try. Its entire history has been the p.erfect opposite of 
that union which Christ prayed might enM among be- 
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lievers, and which perfect lore must and will produce* 
In the rise and subsequent disorganization- of the dect^ 
liowever, the 'great enemy has gained one important 
object Whenever the true doctrine of holiness is 
urged upon Christians^ andChnst held up as a sancti- 
tying Savior, h'e can raise the ci^ of Perfectionism, and 
thus prevent. many from receiving. the substance, be* 
cause a few have grasped a shadow. I^ in this at* 
tempt, reader^ you peMit him to gain an advantage 
overmen; i^ because others have tum^.the grace of' 
God into la8civiou8ne8s,you will reject that grace itself 
— you foolishly jeopardize -your immortal interests^ 

• " •  . • * 

Vm. The i^ade^ will now clearly perceiv^ that the 
sentiments maintained in- these discourses have no 
alliance whatever with Perfectionism. The two sys- 
tems, in their essential features and elements,' are the 
direct opposites of each other. An individual holding 
the sentiments her^ maintained, cannot become a P^Pr 
fectionist, without a full and. total renunciation of all 
the principles which he previously h.eid. This every 
one will perceive who candidly examines the two 
systems. 

IX. There is one error of the PerfectionistB, ntto 
which Christians not unfreqtiently ^1 ; i^inst which 
I wish, in a special manner, to guard the reader. It 
is this: considering impulses, and impressions as the 
teachings of the Spirit. An individual bajR upon his 
mind an undefined impression, that he ought, for ez« 
ample, to speak in meeting,'or to pursue some partic- 
ular course of conduct In following that impression, 
be conceives himself t6 be fblkming ibe kfidings of 
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the Spirit In refusing to follow it, he suppoeee him- 
0e1f to grieve or quench the Spirit Now, the principle 
that I maintain is this — that such impressions are of 
no authority whatever. The man who is led by the 
Spirit, is filled, not with impressions and impulses, 
but with light He will always be able to. give such 
reasons for his conduct as will commend themselves to 
bis own and the conscience of -every other maiu Sup- 
pose, reader, that you should come to me for instruc- 
tion or advice in respect to any question of truth or 
duty ; what you would expect of me would be, that 1 
should present such considerations to your mind, as 
would enable you to form an intelligent judgment in 
respect to the question before you. Much more should 
you expect the same thing, when you pray for divine 
teaching. Remember that it is^when, and only when, 
3FOU are led by such considerations, that you are led by 
the Spirit of Gk>d. The individual who turns away 
from the Spirit, as a teacher and'guide, and gives him- 
self up to the control of impulses and impressions, re- 
garding these as. the teachings of the Spirit, will very 
soon find himself in the ^< snare of the devil.** 

X. We may also understand, in the light of this 
discourse, the nature of spiritual-mindedness. It is a 
mind, all of whose powers and susceptibilities are 
under the sweet, and perpetual, and alL-pervading 
influence of the « things of the Spirit," the truths 
revealed and presented by the Spirit All such per- 
sons are << led by the Spirit of God," and "they are 
the sons of God." 

XL You may now, reader, answer the question, 



THE ^lYtnS TXACHSB. 177 

• ' I • • •  

TTliether you are really spiritualiy-minded'or not ' Do 

you, in your 'own exf^rience, reup tUe blissful firuits of 

the Spirit ? <*.Tlie &uit o^ the Spirit^^ remcClnber, ^ is in 

all goodness, &hd' righteousness, and truth." .Again^. 

<^ The fruit of ikie Spirit is love, j'oy, peace, long'- 

siiff^ring, gentleness, goodness, ^th^ meekness, tela* 

perance ; against siloh there is no law." Is )this the 

c&uracter of your religion ? £9 this'the.fruit of the Spirit ' 

that dwells in you ? ^ If any inan have not the. Spirit 

of Christ, he is none of hiS;" and of the Spirit of. 

Christ, these are the.. 'appropriate and invarial>le 

finits. '•.'■..'■"..'* 

•itlL- We see when and how* it is that ChriBtiaii(i 
'•quench" aild " grieve the Holy Spirit of. God,- 
whereby they are. sealed unto the' day of redemp-^ ' 
lion." It is when theytum'away from the g}ory and ' 
love of Christ, upon which the. Spirit is endisayoring 
to fix th^ supreme affection and regard, and give 
their hearts to other and inferior objects. When 
you do this, reader, you- not " only, grieve the Holy . 
Spirit of God, but you put out the light of your 
own souL 

XHL' Finally. We are now prepared to look once 
more, at the question, whethw the great doctrine 
maintained in these discourses accords with the * 
mmd of the Spirit, by whose inspiration the Scrip- 
tures were written. Here permit me to present* a 
few considerations, bearing upon this *question,'in 
addition to those already presented, and which 
naturally suggest themselves from the train of 
thought which we have pursued. . 
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L The firat that I notice is a fiict wiiich can hardfy 
have fiiiled to impress the mind of the attentiTe 
reader of these discourses. It is this : .Whenever I 
have had occasion to give a fiill and d^nite expres- 
sion of my sentiments upon this subject, no phrase- 
ology conceivable has been found to be so perfectly 
adapted to that object, as the simple, unadorned, and 
most frequent phraseology- of the Holy Spirit, as 
found in the sacred Scriptures. Can it be, reader, 
as asked in a former discourse, that the Holy Spirit 
has dictated a phraseology so perfectly adapted to 
convey one sentiment, and only one, when His 
design was to convey precisely the opposite sen- 
timent? 

2. It vnis just as easy for Christ to make such 
provisions, and to give the Holy Spirit to Chris- 
tians, in such measures, as to render their pafad 
as practicable as partial holiness. Of what con- 
ceivable use can sin be as an element of Christian 
character, that Christ should have left it, as an 

• inseparable element .of that character? 

3. That Christ should have made provision for the 
entire sanctification of believers, and given his Spirit 
in such measure to them as to render that state 
attainable, best accords with his infinite love,' and 
the absolute perfection of all his other attributes 
and works. Why should he leave this, the last 
and greatest of all his works, thus imperfect? 

4. This view of the subject best accords with the 
relations which Christians sustain to Christ and the 
world around them. 

They are Christ's vritnesses, to testify to the world, 
from their own experience, to the truth of the 
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^ exceeding great and precious promises " of divine 
grace ; promises, many of which are, as we have 
Been, conditioned upon a state of entire consecration 
to Christ. Uow infinitely absurd, as shown in a 
former discourse, is the supposition that Christ has 
80s arranged the dispensations of his grace and Spirit, 
that he shall never have a witness upon earth, who 
can bear full testimony to the truth of his prom- 
ises ! 

Christians are also constituted of Christ ^the light 
of the world," by reflecting upon it his image. « God, 
iKrho commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ" Who can believe that Christ has definitely 
arranged the dispensations of hii^ grace and Spirit, 
so that his own image, as reflected through the 
character of his own people, shall always be pre- 
sented to the world in a deep and dark eclipse ? 

Again, Christians are Christ's representatives — his 
ambassadors — laborers together with God in the 
great work of saving lost men. Who can conceive a 
greater absurdity than this, that God has so arranged 
his dispensations toward his people, that all who are 
cooperating with him in this work, shall be but 
partially devoted to the duties of their sacred call- 
ing. 

Qnce more. Christians are the *< members of 
Christ's body, of his flesh, and of his bones." 
Reader, can you believe that Christ has made no 
provision, but that the members of his own body shall 
be in a state of disease and moral death ? ' Dare you 
cast such an imputation upon the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
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£k This doctrine leads the soul directly to Chiist 
as a certain remedy for sin, and for all temptations to 
ain, and tends to induce •the most vigoroufl e^rts 
after pore and perftict holiness. The opposite doc- 
trine tends directly to weaken confidence in Christ 
as a Savior from sin, and to paralyze efK>rt8 after 
holiness. 

6. This doctrine meets perfecdy a changeless 
demand of our being, a state of perfect moral rec- 
titude, and tends to inspire the mind with life and 
peace. . The opposite doctrine fails to .meet that 
Remand, and thcSreby covers the mind, that is 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, with 
thick gloom. What can .tie mosa gloomy to such; a 
mind than the' thought that he ,is 4[o be perpet- 
ually wounding his Savior, in-, the house. Of hit 
Mends? 

  

7. f^inally, this doctrine has all the internal evi- 
dence in ka &Vor, that the BiUe itself or any doc- 
trine of the 'Bible, that can be named, has. What 
lugher internal evidence can be adduced^ in fiivor of 
. any doctrine, than this — that it tends directly to moral 
virtue, and meets fully the' changeless laws of. our 
being.; while the tendeilcy of the contrary doctrine . 
Is precisely the opposite in both the respects above 
Wned ? Say . the opposers of this doctrine, If it is 
untrue, its tendency must be bad. The same might, 
with -eqiial. propriety, b^ said of the Bible, an4 of 
every doctrine of the Bible. WheA we speak of the 
tend^cy of a doctrine, we then look away firom the. 
question' whether it i^ true or false, to what is iDtrin- 
ac in- the doctrine itself When we try the- doctrine 
under consideration by this principle^ we find*, it to 
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have all tl^e evidbuCe 'in i^s favpP;that:«ny diftine 
troth cciii have. 

- ' No, ri^ader; in- embraGuig this doctrine, we have 
not •«ibllQW«d' CHnuingly-devised. fables." We have 

.followed t^e^- plainest teiBehiiigs" of the Spirit and 
yrord of God. :' Its takijiig b«r istand upoh this doc^ine, 
we are standing iipon the -" foundation pf the apostles^ 

- .and' prophets, !JeBUs jChrifet hiinself'beKftg the .chief 

.corner stone.*? ; In looking with- humble faith to !" the 

very God of peace,"\that be inay ^ sanctify us wh&lly, 

^d pjfeserve oiir .-whble-" spirit, -anid • soul, ' taiii^ body, 

blametes unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,*' 

:-we only look ta^im ftir aiulfilment of one of his own 
' **cxceeding^eat and precious promises" —r " Faithful 
. 'is. he that caHeth you, who also will do it." 

Reader," beiievest thou thi^ ?.^' Aiid will ^ou now 
conie to Christy to have this promise in tdl it^ fulness 
accomplished in yoiur own blessed e:^erience ? 
'. "Ndw the just shall live by fkith; but'if feny man 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him;" 
**Wherefi)ire, seeing we are; ;<$6mpassed at^out with so 
great >a vClouct of* withesses^.lj&t us Jay aside- every 
T^eight, and. the isih that doth so easily ;beset us, an^' 
1^ us nin with patience the race that is set bc^fore^ 
ius, looking unto Jesus, ^ author add finishes; of 
Oiu' faith\.who, Tfor the joy that was set before him, 
endured the ci^ess^ despising, the shame, and i^ set 
dgt^ at thei right hand of the th^enne of God,?? 

■-  v" .' '■'-': ... ' •■' • V ■'.■■' '\ ••■•■. ••- .. . 
' . ' .' • ■■■'..'. ■• 

■■''''■ ' C0NCJ.tJ8K)t?. 

• • . •. . ."N '■■■•■: r  ^ '" - :. [r^ . ' 

. • In dm^vihg my remarks to^a. close, I will, in <Ja|l-; 
feirmity 'irkh the de;6ire^^of m^^^wn mind, and the 

: •  ' " • 16- . •"■:.■.■■"■■■■.•.■ 
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mggestions of seme brethren, in whose judgment 1 
place much confidence, give the reader a short ac- 
count of the manner in which I was led, by the Spirit 
of God, as I believe, to adopt the sentiments mun- 
tained in these discourses, In regard to my early 
experience as a Christitin, I would say, that that 
eiperience had two prominent characteristicB — a 
desire, inexpressibly strong, to be freed firom all sin 
in every form, and to be entirely consecrated to the 
love and service of God, in all the powers and sus- 
ceptibilities of my being. Nor can any one conceive 
the gloom and hoirOr that covered my mind, when 
older Christians assured me, and, as I supposed, with 
truth) that that was a state to which 1 should never, 
in this life, attain ; that my lusts would not be per- 
fectly subdued or subjected to the Will of Christ, and 
that OBd of the brightest evidences of my conversion 
and growth in grace was new discoveries of the 
deep and fixed corruptions of myheart— coirupdons 
from which 1 was never to be cleansed till death 
should deliver me fipom my bondage. Notwithstand- 
ing all the impediments thrown in the way of my 
progress in holiness, I continued to press forward fi>r 
a succession of years, till I could say, in the language 
of another, <* I do know that I love holiness fi)r holi- 
ness' sake." • 

In this state, I commenced my studies as a student 
in college. Here I feU, and fell, by not aiming singly 
at the ^ prize of the high calling," but at the prize of 
college honors. I subsequently entered a theological 
seminary, with the hope of there finding myself Id 
such an atmosphere, that my first love would be 
revived. In this expectation, I grieve to say, I was 
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most sadly disappointed. I found the piety of my 
brethren apparently as low as my own. I here say 
it, inrith sorrow of heart, tha( my mind does not recur 
to a single individual connected with the ^ school of 
the prophets," when I was there, who appeared to 
me to eiijoy daily conmiunion and p<)ace with God. 

After completing my course under such circum- 
stances, I entered the ministry, proud of my intellect- 
ual attainments, and armed, as I supposed, at every 
point, with the weapons of theological war&re, but 
iviththe soul of piety chilled and expiring within me. 
Blessed be God, the remembrance of what I had 
been remained, and constancy aroused me to a con- 
Bciouflness of what I was. I looked into myself and 
over the church, and was shocked at what I felt and 
what I saw. Two fiicts in the aspect of the church 
and the ministry, struck my mind with gloomy 
interest Scarcely an individual, within the circle of 
my knowledge, seemed to know the gospel as a 
9ancty\fing or peaee-gwing gospeL In illustration of 
this remark, let me state a fact which I met with in 
the year 1831 or 1832. I then met a company of my 
ministerial brethren, who had come together from 
one of the most favored x>ortions of the country. They 
sat down together, and gave to each other an undis- 
guised disclosure of the state of their hearts; and they 
all, with one exception, and the experience of that 
individual I did not hear, — acknowledged that they 
had not daily cofnmunion and peace with God. Over 
these fiicts they wept, but neither knew how to direct 
the others out of the thick and impenetrable gloom 
whieh covered them ; and I was in the same ]gno« 
nnce as my brethren. 
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;1 State, ttieise facik as a fair ^xaibple of tbB. state t^ 
the chtirches, and of the ministry, as far as my ob- 
servation has extended ; and that has been very exten-<> 
give. I here a&m, that the great mass.of Christians 
do- not know the gospel; in their daily experience^ 9B 
a life-giving and peace-giving gospeL' When my 
•mind became fully conscious of this facl^ I was led 
to compare my own, and the experience of the. oburcJi 
axbiind me, with ^^!^ o^ ^^ apostles and primitive 
Ghristiaiis, ami with "^e "path of the just/' as por-- 
trayed in the sacred Scriptures. I found the two in 
direct contrast with each other. Hence the great 
inquiry arp^ in my mind, 7F^ is Hia grand secret q/^ 
holy living ? How shall I attain, to that perpetual ful- 
ness ^d peace in Chri^ which, for example, Paid 
enjoyed. Till this, secretr was fully disclosed, to my ' 
mind, I felt that } was, and must be disquali^ed, in 
one Hmdamental respect, to ^ feed, the flock of God.'.' 
While the gospel* was^nbt life and. peace to me, how 
could I present it in such a manner that it Would be 
life and peace to others. I must xoyself be led by 
the- Great Shepherd into ;the "gr^een pastures, and • 
beside the st^I vvafers,'' before I could lead the flock 
of .God -into the sam6\ blissful regions.- For years, 
ihis one inquiry pressed upon my thoughts ; and oflen, 
a6 I h;^ve: looked over a company of inquiring sinners, 
have I said within myself, I would gladly take my 
place among, those inquirers, if any individual would 
show me how'to come into possession of the "riches 
of the gloiy of .Christ's inheritance in the sainits." 
But clouds and dai'kness covered my mind in. respect " 
to this, the. most- mom^^tous of all suy ects. 
'In this state Of niind^ 1 becatne connected ii:ith the 
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" Institution at Oberlin, and continued "to press my in- 

^^iries witli increasing interest upon this one subject, 

till the fall of 1836. At that time, during a series of 

religious meetings held in the Institution, a large 

number of the members of the church arose and in- 

ibrmed us that they were fully convinced that they 

had been deceived in respect to their character as 

Christians, and tliat they were now without hope, and 

appeared as inquurers, to know <<what they should do 

to he saved." At the same time, the great mass of 

the remainder disclosed to us the cheerless bondage 

in i^hich they had long been groaning, and asked us 

ir i^e could tell them how to obtain deliverance. I 

Doi^ felt myself as one of the <* leaders of the flock 

of God," pressed with the great inquiry above referred 

to, with greater interest than ever before. I set my 

heart, by prayer and supplication, to God, to find the 

light after which I had been so long seeking. 

In this state I visited one of my associates in the 
Institution, and disclosed to him the burden which 
had weighed down my mind for so many years. I 
9fiked him if he could tell me the secret of the piety 
of Paul, and tell me the reason of the strange con- 
trast between the apostle's experience and my own. 
m hairing for the »lv«tiorof men, I obLved, 
that my feelings often remained unmoved and unaf- 
fected, while Paul was constantly " cotutimne^f" by 
the love of Christ Our conversation then turned 
upon the passage, *^The love of Christ constraineth 
us," &C. While thus employed, my heart leaped up 
in ecstasy indescribable, with the exclamation, ^I 
have found it" I have now, by the grace of God, 
discqvered the secret after which I have been searching 

16 • 
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these many :jeal^ ^I underetopd the secret 'of the 
piety of Paul^ and ktiew how to a.ttsijui to that blisi^ul 
state myself. Paul's.piety' all eirose from one source 
exclusively— a synjpathy with the heart of Christ 
iii. ibis love fpr lost man^ To. attain to that state 
xoyfielf, I Ijad- only to acqiudnt myself with the. loip:^ 
•of Christ, and yield my whole heing up to its swefet 
control. . ' . . 

Immediately, after this, I came before the cjburchj 

and disclosed .to them what I then saw to- be -tb^ 

grand defect in iny ministry. 1. Christ had been but 

as one chapter in. iriy systi^ of,theorogyi.wben he. 

should have iieen the sua an4 Centre of the- i^stem. 

jL Wten I thought of my guiit, and need of justifi- 

nation, I had looked to Christ .exc.hisively, as I ought 

toJbave done; For sanctificaUion,. on- "jthe other-. hand, 

to overcbmj&\t^e "worlds the flesh, and tb^ devil,'.' I 

h&d depende(i mainjy ifpon my own resolutions. Here 

was the grand imstake, and the source of aU.my 

b<Mi.dage under sin. I ought to have looked to Christ 

for seCnetification, as^-muGb as for. justification,} and 

, fiitr. the same reason. The great -object, of my being 

how was, to know £|hrist, andan knowing liim to be 

• changed into. his image« . .Here -was the ^victory 

which overcpmeth the,.- world." Here vms the 

l^^/ieajth of .the body .of ,sin*'^ Here wa» " redemption 

from 411 :iniq.uity," into, tte ".gloricftis' libeirty pf Jh0 

children of God^' .At ^this .tiita%. the appropriate . 

o^ii^tO of . the ;Iioly Spint presented itsetf • to niy 

iuind with a distmctiv^ss' and interest - never -under^ 

. . Stood nor felt befpt^ To know Christ was ^e life 

of the sotd.: Tb.".take ^f th^ things of Christ.and 

^6w them unto liis ; ^.toopen our hearts te understand 
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ike Scriptures ; to strengthen us with might in the in- 
ner man, that we might comprehend the <^ breadth and 
depth) and length and height^ and know jthd .love' of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge," and thus be << filled 
with all the fulness of God," — is the apprpprUte office 
of the Spirit The highway of holiliesB;Was now, for 
the first time, rendered perfectly distinct to my mind. 
The discovery* of it was to my npnd as ^life from the 
dead." "The disclosure of this path had tl^e same 
efBsQt upon others, who had been, like myself^ ^iretf: 
' ry, tossed with tempest, and not copiforted." As my 
. (Supreme attention was thus fixed upon Christ; as it 
became the great ol^ectof my being to kiiow him, 
and be transformed into his likeness ;. and as I wjbls 
perpetually seeking that divine illumination by which 
* J might apprehend him,t-**an era occuircd in my ex- 
perience, \^hich I haye no doubt will ever be one. of 
the most memorable in- my^ entire past existence.. In 
a moment of deep and solemn thought, ' the ve|I 
seemed to be Med, md I had a vision of the .infinite 
. gl<»7 Kind I6ve of Christy as mani^sted in the mys^ 
teiies of redemption. | wiU not attempt to desciibe 
the effect of that vision upon iny mipidk .All tilat.T 
would say is,'that, in view oi^'it, my heart mehed -and 
flowed out like water. . The Hesot'of stone was taken 
jBLway, and a heart of love and tenderness assumed' its 
place. From- that time I ha,V(9 ..desired to «kiiow 
nothing but Jesus Christ' and him crucified.". I 'have 
. .literally '^esteemed ail things' but loss for the exc'el- 
. ]ency of the knowledlg^ of Christ Jesus liay Lord j" 
and the -knowledge of Christ has' been eternal' lifer 
begun in my heart. ; 
. Now, when the Lord Jesus Chiist- was thus held iq) 
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among us, by myself and others, a brother in the 
ministry arose in one of our meetings, and remarked 
that there was one question to which he desired that 
a definite answer might be given. It is this : ^ When 
we look to Christ for sanctification, what degree of 
sanctification may we expect from hkn? May we 
look to him to be sanctified wholly, or not?" I do 
not recollect that I was ever so shocked and con- 
founded at any question foefi>re .or since. I felt, for 
the moment, that the work of Christ among us would 
be marred, and the mass of minds around us rush 
into Perfectionism. Still the question was before us ; 
and to it we were bound, as pupils of the Holy Spirit, 
to give a scriptural answer. We did not attempt to 
give a definite answer to it during that time. With 
that question before us, brother Finney and myself 
came to New York, and spent most of the^ winter 
together in prayer and the study of the Bible. The 
great inquiry with us was, what degree of holiness 
may we ourselves expect fi*om Christ, when we ex- 
ercise fiiith in him, and in what light shall we pre- 
sent him to others, as a Savior firom sin. We looked, 
for example, at such passages as this — passages of 
which the Bible is fiill — "And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God, your whole 
spirit, and soul, and, body be preserved blameless, 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ Faithfiil 
is he that calleth you, who also will do it'' We 
looked at such passages, I say, and asked ourselves 
this question — Suppose an honest inquirer after 
holiness comes to us, and asks of us — What, degree 
of holiness is here promised to the believer ? May 1 
expec^-ip view of this prayer and promise, that God 
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-indli'Sazie^ ine wholly, and preserve me in tfaxir stafa» 
till -Che coming of otu: Lord Jesiis Christ ? What answer 
IsbAll we give him? Shall We tell hiia that miirely pcaiiei 
And not perfect holiness is here promised^ iand that thie 
former .and not the latter, hie is here i^uthot-i2ied to . 
expect ? After looking- praj^erfuDy at the testimony 
of-Spripture, in respect to the proyisipns and prom- 
ises of divine grace, we were constrained lo admits that 
but one. answer to the ahove question could be giveA 
from the Bible; and the greatest wonden^ith .me is, 
that I have 'been so long a << master of Israel, and 
have never before known* thdse things?^ Since that 
time we hiive never ceiased to proclaiih the redemp- 
tion of Christ as a full redemptioti. vNor do we 
expect to cease proclahning itas a full and finiflhed 
redemption,' till Christ shall 'call us honie. For 
myself^ I am willing to prbclaim it to the world, that 
1 now look to the vei^ Gfod of peace to sanctify nie 
wholly, and preserve my whole spirit, and soul, and 
body, blameless iinto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ I put up this prayer with the expectation 
that the very things prayed for will be granted. 
Reader, is that confidence misplaced ? In expect- - 
ing that blessing, am I leaning upon a broken reed, 
(at upon the broad promise of. God ? 

There is one circumstance connected with my re- 
cent experience, to which I desire -to tiim the special 
attention of the reader. . I would here say, that I Mve 
forever given up all idea of resisting temptation^ sub- . 
duing any lust^ appetite, or propensityj or of accepta- 
bly performing any service for Christ, by the mere*- 
force of my own resolutions. If my propensities, 
which lead to sin, are crucified, I kAow that it must 
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be done by an indwelling Christ If I overcome the 
world, thifl Ib to be the victory, << eVen our fiith.'' If 
the great enemy is to be overcome, it la to be done 
H[>y the blood of the Lamb." 

Believing, as I now do, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has provided special grace for the entire sanctification 
of every individual, for the subjection of all his pro- 
pensities, fi>r a perfect victory over every temptation 
and incentive to sin, and for rendering us, in every 
sphere and condition in life, all that he requires us to 
be ; the first inquiry with me is. In what particular 
respects do I need the grace of Christ ? What is there, 
for example, in my temper that needs correcting? 
Wherein am I in bondage to appetite, or to any of my 
propensities? What are the particular responsibili- 
ties, temptations, &c., incident to each particular 
sphere and condition in life in which the providence 
of God has called me to act? What is the temper 
that I ought there to manifest, so that I may every 
where, and under all circumstances^ reflect tbe image 
of Christ? 

Thus, having discovered my special necessity, in 
any one of the particulars above referred to, my next 
object is, to take some promise applicable to the par- 
ticular exigency before me, and go dkectly to Christ 
for the supply of that particular necessity. By having 
the eye of faith perpetually fixed upon Christ in this 
manner; by always looking to him for special grace in 
every special exigency; yes^ fer « grace to help in 
every time of need," — how easy it is to realize in our 
own blessed experience the trutii of all the <<exceed- 
mg great and precious promises" of divine grace! 
How easyitisto have the peaceof God, which passeth 
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all understanding, « keep our hearts and ininds through 
Christ Jesus.'' ^ Our peace is then as a river, and our 
lAghteousness as the waves of 'the sea." The mind 
aeems to be borne upward and onward, as upon an 
ocean of light, peace, and blessedness, which knows 
no bounds. 

'' O g]oripu» change ! 'tis all of grace, 
By bleeding love bestowed 
On outcast^ of our fallen race, 
To bring them home to God ) 
Infinite grace to vileness given, 
The sons of earth made hein of heaven.'' 

And now, reader, ''my heart's desire ailid prayer to 
God " for you is, that you may know this full redemp- 
tion. If you will cease from aU efforts of your own, 
and bring your sins, and sorrows, and cares, and pro- 
pensities which lead into sin, to Christ, and cast them 
all upon him ; if^ with implicit fiith, you will hang 
your whole being upon him, and make it the great 
object of life to know him, for the purpose of receiv- 
ing and reflecting his. image — you will find \h»X all the 
<< exceeding great and precious promises " of his word 
are, in your own blissful experience, a living reality. 
The waters that Christ shall give you *^ shall be m 
you a well of ^ater springing up into everlasting life." 
You shall have a perpetual and joyful victory over 
''the world, the flesb, and the devil." Every where, 
fmd under all circumstances, your peace in Christ 
shall be as a "river, and your righteousness as the 
waves of the sea." " O taste and see that the Lord is 
good." " There is no want to them that fear him." 
And, reader, when your cup is once filled with th« 
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love of Chrisi you' will then siy with tnith^ ^ This 
hulf. had* not. beep: toB me.": « Eye hath not seen^.ner 
ear heard, iiox have entered into th^ heact.of man, the 
tbiD^» which God faaih parepajrc^d for them that love 
hifn* >•"•■••..• 
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V^ NOTE ON THE NEW .COVENANT. 

. . •■»••• • 

tiiAy^ recently, learned that certain objectibna to the 

. .yiews-of the "two cevienants," .presented in thfe j>re- 
' cedinf discoursesi . haCve been started by some, on ac-. 
count of the declaration of Paul^ Heb. viil. 13, "In 
that he saith a new covenant,, he hiath made ^e fir$t 
old. ..Now, Ihht which decay eth and waxeth old is 
ready to' vanish* away." If the old covenant is the 
inoiTiLlaw, does not the apostle, it is asked, here affirm 
its abrogation ? in reply, I would remark, thiait the 
: 6]d covenant, 'as shown in. Discourse IL, is the -moral 

• law, with the. type's and flhadows of the ancient dis- 
pensation annexed to it It. includes, therefore,' not 
only^the " ten- cominandnients,". but jail the precepts 
of'theferitateuch, together wjth the whole ritual of 

.. Moses... All these .together, considered as a system 
.of tQoral influences for the moral renovation of man, 
Q0iibstit^ted the old covenant The moral law; as irfi- 
bodied.in the ten commandments, Was, by way of 
eminenj^e, called the, covenant, because it imbodied 
the- most essetntial elements of that covetfant Now, 
* th^.motsl law, consider^ a* ^ rule of action, consti- 
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tutes an essential element of both covenants, the new 
as well as the old. In this sense it can never " wax 
old," nor be abrogated. But contemplated as a part 
of the ancient dispensation, and as a part of a system 
of influences for the moral renovation of man, it has, 
together with the entire ritual of that dispensation, 
already ** waxed old and vanished awEy.** 

17 



THE END. 
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